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TO
J. K. MITCIIELL, A. B. M. D.

PROFESSOR 01 CHEMISTRY APPLIED TO PIE ARTS, IN TIE FRANKLIN
INSTHTIF, LPCTURER ON MEDICAL CUEMISTRY IN TIE
PUILADELPHIA MEDICAL DAw1ITUTE, &co &c.

My Duar Sig,

What is new of the present volumes was dictated,
and what already extant, combined and arranged, in the
three first weeks of a severe illness which began with
the present year, and during which you officiated in the
double capacity of friend and physician, with charac-
teristic kindness and  ability.  As you were the only

ecxlern whose presence and conversation tl_lc debility of
my nerves permitted me to enjoy, and as your cordial
solicitude rendered your visits frequent, to my great
satistaction and relief; you are connected intimately in my
memory with all the intellectual exercise [ was able to
take. This association prompts me naturally and irre-
sistibly to dedigate these volumes to you—not as a tribute
of intrinsic and peculiar price, nu‘yas a memento of our
intercourse, and some testimony, however inadequate, of
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the impressions of esteem and gratitude which that inter-
course and a long antecedent acquaintance have left
upon *my mind and heart.

A formal dedication usually implies an assumptidn of
importance for the work : in this case it is nothing more
than a convenient mode of proclaiming regard for merit
and service; and it is quite suitably addressed to you, who
have not mercly mastered the sciences subsidiary to your
profession, but cultivated Letters with taste and success.
The maturation of such faculties, acquirements and dis-
positions, as those which you already possess before you
have reached the middle age, cannot fail to assure a most

valuable harvest to society and to yourself.

Ever faithfully, yours,

R. W,
Philadelphia, February 2d, 1836



ADVERTISEMENT.

In the month of December last, the respectable publishers
of this book expressed to me a flattering opinion of the articles
of practical sentiment and literary reference, which they had
trom tine o time, secn from my pen. They expressed,
also, their belief that a selection of them, forming a portable
volume or two, would be both useful and acceptable to the
country. I readily undertook the task; and task T may well
cull the particular survey of a fund, which I found at least quintu-
ple what was required for the immediate purpose. The materials
wlich have been collected for the whole series of” Didactics,
date smee 1510 to the present time, and are scattered over a
quantity of inedited manuscript, a multitude of articles written
for reviews, several pamphlets, and the files of a daily news-
paper for fiftcen years. °

The juxtaposition under one general héad, which has been
made in various instances in the present volumes, of paragraphs
rclating to that head, that were before altogether separate, must
give additional force and some degree of novelty to the whole.
The cohcrence is sufficient, and the occasional repetition of
topics, presented however under different aspects, favourable for
my chief purpose. '

To be made to think and learn without refreshment for the
story appetite, is too great a hardship fox; some people. There-
fore, and in order to relieve the austerity of so many solemn
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homilies as these volumes may be thought to contain, I have
deemed it well to insert some narratives, and theatrical criti-
cismsgg~—contributions from me to public journals at different
times—and illustrative cases, such as those of Caroline of Eng-
land, Fauntleroy, and others.

Every wmtelligent reader will perceive that most of the distinet
Titles, and not a few of the paragraphs of the Miscellanies are
properly and profitably expansive far beyond the Jdimensions
which they have m this pyblication.  To many belong chapters,
and to some, volumes, &c. I should have developed and ex-
tended them accordingly, if' 1 could have indulged my welma-
tion and studies. 1 derive consolation from the idca, that the
German homeopathy in Medieme 1« appheable in noral science.
There arc temperaments to which moral nstruction can be
administered i small doses alone.

It 1s a literary and moral service to the American youth, to
attract their attention to standard writers of” the old school.
This is one of my motives for frequent citations; and in my
choice of passages for illustrating cr enforcing my text, I have
always preferred such as appeared to me of ntrinsic utility or
instru.ctivo m themselves. The spint of pedantry and the osten-
tation of reading might be mdulged m a more 1mposing way, with
a true parade of erndition; but my desire and aim are wholly
distinct from all this artifice.  Most of the contents relate to
American opmions and concerns which yet widely obtain, and
to which therefore constant heed is due.

My Political budget is greatly the most copious; it comprises
views of essential Republicanism, the Constitution of the Union,
the administration of the General Government by the Executive
and Congress; the relation of the several States to that Govern-
ment and to each other, the advantages and abuses of our politi-
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cal system generally, &c, &c. Party politics are altogether
excluded. N

Sound principles and pure affections are the very sa]ft‘; both
public and private weal : a diffusion or confirmation of them 1s
what I chiefly desire. :

An additional apology for this wm;k 15, that the number of
American readers who have not seen this portion of 1t here-
tofore m print, must be relatively very great, and that not a
few of those who have read 1t, have either forgotten the text or
may prefer to possess 1t agamn n this form. The term soczal
15 used 1n the title-page on account of its latitude, and as com-
prehending moral

In case thie, the first selection, should win that degree of
favour which the publishers anticipate, 1t may be followed by
others of greater variety and scope m the topis, and posaibly
more worthy of attention and success, by gencial mterest and
value  But v aml shue eompiratively ot the Litetary and
Political Didactics has been nsed on the present occasion They
aie reserved for a future opportunity

To conclude the present collection 15 the friendly venture of
the Publishers  I1emam safe and content with the knowledge
that it cannot do harm to the reader, that §t ncludes nothing
simister, per-onal, scctaran, fugned, or malevolent mn any

dircetion
R W.

February, 1836
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DIDACTICS.

HAPPINESS,

A corresponpENT With the signature Eudoxia asks
us to write on Happiness, for her edification. This,
indeed, is a very extensive subject, embracing the
widest range, the most complex qualities and the
manifold varieties of the human character and situa-
tion. No other topic has been so often and so ela-
borately and copiously treated. Varro, the learned
Roman, reckoned three hundred opinions or systems
about it; how many have been puplished since his
era, we arc not bold enough to conjecture. Moreover,
there is none concerning which the definitions of
metaphysicians and the lessons of moralists have left
fewer distinct and salutary traces upon the minds of
mmquirers. It is a question to which the doctrine of
mental idiosyncrasy is aprlicable in the utmost latitude,
and that of peculiaritr of bodily temperament also,
though not in the same degree. Doubtless, “external
circumstances, beyond the control of individuals, in-
fluence more or less the lot of eath in this respect;
but, for the most part, we are, so far, artificers or

VOL. I. 2
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arbiters of our own destinies;—~—the quantum and the
quality of our own enjoyments depend upon the dis-
ciplige of our minds and hearts, the restraint or indtg-
genZ; of passions and humours, the enlargement of
sympathies and the formation of habits. We are
responsible for them, as we are for the .exercise of
our will and the improvement of our reason.

Some persons seem to be extraordinary proficients
in the art of tormenting themselves and perverting their
means of happiness. For unfelt imaginations, as Shak-
speare says, they feel a world of restless cares ;—instead
of allowing their hearts to kindle and dilate at every
good opportunity, they check their pleasurable sensi-
bilities, and resolve the whole scene of human existence
into one of present or future ill. For them, the sun
never shines with pure brightness; the face of nature is
never whally without frowns and clouds; the sounds of
youthful or social gladness always carry a sub-disso-
nance ; health smacks of disease ; friendship, of selfish-
ness ; confidence, of treachery ; hope, of disappointment,
—all supposed good, of some correlative misc1y. They
incessantly repine at inevitable ills; obstinately pursue
unattainable or worthless objects; rarely “wipe away
the tears of usecless sorrow :”—they are encmics of all
illusions except such as cast shadows on every side,
resembling thus the man described by Petrarch, who
preferred the croaking of frogs to the singing of nightin-
gales. There are people who would sacrifice certain
and high gratification to caprice, or mere listlessness, or
the equivocal pleasure of pouting; who, if any circum-
stance to which they attached interest or importance were
wanting, in the midst of many and superior sources of
delight, would sorel¢ fret, and disregard the whole. The
habit of extreme timidity is the bane of otheis; arresting
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"
them in all the paths and before all the fountains of true
prosperity, and operating like the punishment of Tantalus
or of Ixion. Irresolution; false shame; a morbid appre-
hensibn of the sneers of the malicious or the judgndents
of the foolish; selfish caution; fastidious delicacy; sys-
tematic punctiliousness—are among the causes of mis-
carriage in secret and sound inclinations,—of the triumph
of enemies and the disappointment of friends. The sub-
stance of Iife is thus relinquished by many for mere forms
or phantasms.

If our correspondent’s case falls under any one of the
descriptions we have mentioned, the indication of them
may be serviceable. 'We can recommend to her a better
philosophy,—that of Aristippus as expounded by Barthé-
lemy, or of Horace in Dryden’s admirable paraphrase of
the twenty-ninth Ode of the first Book. Past enjoyments,
—we mean, of course, the innocent and refined,—~mellow
the present and the future. The harvest of the day is to
be industriously reaped—to be turned to the largekt
account, precisely because of the possible adversities of
the moriow. It 1s an obvious solecism to say—1 will
not admit entertainment now, as I must or may be sad
hereafter. The atmosphere is pure ang mild, the walks
are dry, the ficlds are green, but I will not go forth to
strengthen and refiesh my frame and enliven my spirits,
for inclement weather may soon come and oblige me to
remain within doors.” The Almighty dispenser of good
bas granted the means of delight, physical and moral, in
order that they may be improved. It was not idly that
he made us capable of relishing the clegant refinements
and tender blandishments which distinguish social and
domestic intercourse, or that he has hidden from us the
“ dark decrees” of fate. He has mingled with our moral
constitutions exquisite chords which respond to external
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“
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vibrations; occult harmonies or ecoes which are roused
by what is magnetic or symphonious without—by the
sublime, the beautiful, the graceful, the symmetrical—by
‘theiobler qualities and the softer affections of the soul, *
"the powers and attainments of the intellect, the proper-
ties and achievements of the fine arts. Happiness is to
" be measured by the sum or frequency of grateful emo-
tions under harmless excitement; and such 'emotions,
stronger or gentler, purify, liberalize, and exalt the cha-
.racter. Whatever exercises without fatiguing the mind
or body, is pleasurable ;—we are endowed with a varicty
of faculties and tastes, all of which, when properly em-
ployed, contribute to the zest and uscfulness of our
being. .

The pleasures of sense are not to be rejected, but they
must be temperately used, and in every noted theory of
happiness, they rank below those of the mind, as the lat-
ter are postponed to the affections of the heart. More
value is to be set on benevolent qualities than intellectual
.powers, and still higher on each than on any physical
" qualities or graces. We might remind our fair corre-
spondent, (supposing her to be very handsome) of the
lines of Pope— }

¢ But, madam, if the fates withstand, and you
Are destin’d IHymen's willing victim too;
Trust not too much your now resistless*charms,
Those, age or sickness, soon or late disarms:
Good hu»weur only teaches charms to last,
Still makes new conquests and maintains the past;
Love, rais’d on Beauty, will like that dccay,
Our hearts may bear its slender chain a day;
As flow'ry bands in wantonness are worn,
A morning’s pleasure and at evening torn;
This binds in #es more easy, yet more strong,
The willing heart, and only holds it long.”
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v

The finest sallies of wit, the most vivid flashes of
genius, are not equal to generous sentiments and noble
deeds. All excess reacts injuriously—all violent action
impairs or destroys our organs. Remorse, selff¢on-
tempt, constant chagrin or solicitude, attend the turbu-
lent and the mean passions. Fury, cupidity, parsimony,
sensualty, malignity, are condemned to comparative
wretchedness. It has been well remarked, that corporal
pleasures have scarcely any duration, but what they
borrow from a temporary want, and that when they
extend beyond the supply of it, they become principles
of pain. Those of the intellect and heart are much bet-
ter adapted to fill up the void of existence, since they
never cloy nor fail. The Stoics placed perfect happiness
in wirtue, though divested of every common good—the
sect of Kpicureans esteemed virtue only as a handmaid
to pleasure, but even they held it to be indispensable in
that respect. Vntue consists not in ciced but conduct—
in strict morals, beneficent exertion, the exercise of the
charities, the culture of the faculties. Our duties to the
Creator, to our fellow-creatures and to ourselves, may
be casily discovered by studying our relations towards
Him and them, and the energies and dsympathies with
wluch we are endued. Resolute performance of duties
produces a good conscience—the sure basis and essential
requisite for happiness. Every design or measure should
be examined or adopted, not for its immediate effect—for
the temporary gratification of any taste or faculty—but
with a view to solid merit and comfort for the average or
cntire period of existence.

The pre-eminence of the domestic and social affections
restores the balance between the rich and other classes,
the learned and the unlearned. In tMe mechanical orders
and the mass of « operatives,” there is, perhaps, more re-

2* .
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ciprocal kindness, more real generosity, than in the pro-
fessions and among the great of whatever description.
The condition of the former begets mutual exigencies,
whigh oftener exercise the instincts of the heart ;=they
have fewer factitious wants ; they indulge less unavafling
concern for the future; they rarely place their happiness in
things beyond their reach, or adopt employments or pur-
sue ends unsuitable to their talents and situation. Their
toils give them stout limbs, keen appetite, good digestion
and sound sleep. Their recreation has the utmost relish
and vivacity. The significative French phrase, le superflu,
chose trés nmécessaire, applies not to them, but to the cle-
vated and opulent, whose insatiable desires spring, in
good part, from the fancy, and whose luxury and ostenta-
tion render them relatively necessitous. In our country,
the traders and artisans, and the agricultuilsts of every
degree, possess means of happiness more various and
fertile than the same classes enjoy elsewhere. The great
majority of them are better educated and informed, and
more comfortable in theiwr households, with intervals of
leisure, love and pride of country, public spint, con-
sciousness of private and public impoitance, and scope
for their own enlichment and the advancement of their
children.

Observers of our species have remarked that almost
every person of an envious or mischicvous disposition, is
of a gloomy and fretful cast; and on the other hand that
the benevolent are generally cheerful or placid. It is bet-
ter to imagine all around us angels, than to be suspicious
and distrustful ;—better to be occasionally deceived, than
to be ever on the apprehensive watch. He who hates,
diglikes, or fears many, must suffer some painful attrition,

e irksome spectacle, wherever he appears. Elaborate
gelfishness is fruitful of vexatious disappointments, and
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excludes the sweetest enjoyments. Nothing is more dé-~
lightful than the consciousness of being beloved ; and this
it does not admit. It is universally detected and dis-
csteemed. Happiness is in great part reflex—rayed hack
from the objects to whom we afford it, or whose welfare
we promote. A single or insulated life lJacks this emana-
tion, and commonly induces selfishness. :
Moral courage meets all the chances of good or ill;
multiplies ties of love, fiiendship, and duty ; and finds its
reward in a balance of felicity. What Lord Bacon has
said of the conjugal union is true of every other intimate
relation—it halves griefs and doubles joys. Entire,
mutual confidence, dependence, and interest, form the
climax of earthly beatitude. The pleasure of consangui-
nity, in its different forms, are greater, on the whole, than
its pains ;—so of the close affinities,—of patriotism and
philanthropy, in their various labours. Wisdom teaches
the multiplication of sources of rational dehght and solace,
m the widest extent. Thus, it is of signal advantage to
possess a discriminating fondness for letters and the fine
arts. Science and letters are inexhaustible—a perpetual
feast, of endless varicty—a suic refuge against all the
ordinary follies and distresses. Those bvho are not con-
versant with literature, know not how much they lose—
how many worlds superior to our own are visited, in-
habited, as it were, by true votaiics. The study of
ethics, as this subject is formally treated, or incidentally
found in books, would alone compensate for the absence
of sensual gratification. Enthusiasm, the opposite of
selfishness, disembodies— spiritualizes—kindles into rap-
ture—occasions emotions of triple depth and intenseness,
which dignify and strengthen the whole moral frame, and
rouse and brace the spirit to the neblest purposes and
firmest perseverance. Every innoxious preventive of

e S ™ A I S Tl
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satiety and ennui may be classed with the chief bless-
ings. The poet Delille, in enumerating the vices or
scourges of Paris, did not exaggerate when he wrote—
’ . ’
 La, sombre et dédaignant les plaisirs légitimes
Le dégout mene au vice, ct l'ennui veut des crimes.”

There are two special agents of happiness or misery—
Imagination and Religion—which would require, each; a
copious dissertation, to be traced in their decisive
influences. The magnificent poem of Akenside on the
Pleasures of the Imagination illustrates the richness and
beauty of this topic. With regard to Religion, it has at
all times and everywhere, affccted the secular state of
man in nearly as great ar ecxtent, as it is belicved to
control his destinies after death. No community, no
individual, can dispense with religion. All must extend
their hopes and fears beyond the limits of the visible
world, and endeavour to reconcile the intcrests of the
present with those of the future hife. Adam Smith, in a
work which may be said to contain all the practical and
moral philosophy of reason,—his Theory of Moral Senti-
ments—well observes—¢ Our mortal happiness is on
many occasions dependent upon the humble expectation
of an existence to come; an expectation deeply rooted
in human nature; which can alone support its lofty
ideas of its own dignity ; can alone illumine the dreary
prospect of its continually approaching mortahty, and
maintain its cheerfulness under all the heaviest calamities
to which, from the disorders of this life, it may sometimes
be exposed.” The true « theory of agreeable sensations,”
and,natural theology yield the same maxims, and furnish
the same solutions of the problems in this subject; but
calamities befall us for which we can be consoled and in-
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demnified by positive and rgyealéd religion alone. Christ's
Christianity teaches all moral excellence, and parries
every evil. Piety, the practical and speculative combined,
defies ‘every form of injustice and misfortune ; whilq, it
admits that diversified fruition on which we have touched.
It may be sincege without harshness, earnest without
gloominess, orthodox yet tolerant. Bigotry, superstition,
pharisaical arrogance, an undue disquietude about salva-
tion, a panic terror of death and judgment, are perver-
sions of gospel truth and charity, which inflict the usual
consequences of infirmity and extravagance.

»

FEMALE TRAINING.

« EvapNE” now requests our ideas on Female Educa-
tion—a subject only less ample than that of Happiness
which we ventuied to treat in a rapid and desultory way.
The present theme does not refer merely to the common
tuition in the schools; to French, dancing, and embroi-
dery: it embraces, or should embrace, the whole care
and training of the body and the mind, thorals and man-
ners : It means the preparation of the sex for other scenes
and cfforts than those of drawing and ball rooms, the
theatie and the promenade: It looks to domestic duties
and enjoyments y—to adversity, not less than prosperity ;
—to the relations of daughter, spouse, mother, house-
wife: besides determining the welfare of the individuals,
it involves some of the Jearest interests of society :—
good, it is the greatest benefit vjgich a parent can confer;
bad, it is a curse, or a constant impediment to true
respectability and comfort. .

We do not #ltogether concur with the writers who
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think that education should, universally, be adapted to
the existing social condition ;—for, when carried beyond,
‘it may serve to refine that condition in a material degree.
Tye state of things, as yet, in our republic, wonld seem
to exact in general only clever and upright men of busi-
ness, and notafde, amiable, and vlrt}mus women ; but
wealth, leisure, and luxury increa%e. and we need a
higher standard in the improvement of the intellect, and
in* external accomplishments; so that the use of them
may be more salutary and elegant, and the force of
example beneficially operative. Still, our general cir-
cumstances,—the modicity of fortunes, the comparative
humility and narrowness of ideas, the liability to reverses,
the necessary immediate supervision or agency in house-
hold Affairs, the nature of our political institutions and
social order—must be allowed considerable influence
in the system of American female education, further
igodified, like every other, by position and prospects,
by, residence in town or country, the possession of
rank or opulence, and so forth. The peculiarities of
the - temperament, mental and bodily, of females, and
their special destination, require a course of instruction
and discipline from the earliest period, materially dif
ferent from that which is proper for boys. It is not
always that this distinction is observed as early and as
minutely as it should be, for the developement and
preservation, not alone of the higher facun'ties and
separate aptitudes, but of the petty morals and number-
less delicacies and graces which mark and adorn the
female character.

Characteristic hea]th‘ morals and manners, may be
pronounced the primary objects in the management of
girls, y It is a subtye and fine remark of Montesquieu, in
one of his occasional essays, that complexional modesty is
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the source of much of whit wideem ﬁamb\pe grace,
« Comme les femmes ont tout & defendre, elles ont tout &
cacher : la moindre parole, le moindre geste, tout ce qui,
sans choquer le premier devoir, se montre en elles, tqpt
ce qui se met en liberté, devient une griice; et telle est
la sagesse de la nature, que ce qui ne 8eroit rien sans la
loi de la pudeur, devient d’'un prix infini depuis cette
heureuse loi, qui fait le bonheur de Il'univers.” The
acceptation of the word effeminacy illustrates the
commeon sense of that difference which ought to obtain
in the bodily qualities and habits of the two sexes.
Neither muscular robustness, iron nerves, nor even the
speed of Atalanta without her avidity, or the hunting
powers and spirit of « the chaste-eyed queen” are desira-
ble : but, on the other hand, security of constitution, full de-
velopement of the frame, all the cares which improve the
natural attractions of the person while they exclude pain
and languor, deserve to be constantly studied. The
writers on the physical education of our species have not
neglected to indicate the means of preserving the female
temperament with the advantages of health and the beau-
ties of form. We are not advocates of the Callisthenic
scheme :—give nature due scope and shé will prompt to
exercises sufficient for that important purpose. Too
many of the spare, undeveloped, pallid, valeiudinary
figures which we meet, have been made such by ban-
dages and lacings, by sedentary indulgences, contracted
postures, dread of the open air, slight clothing in severe
weather, or fashionable vigils.

The poet describes cheerfulness as “the nymph of
healthiest hue:” the want of health occasioned by injudi-
cious training, produces those disorders of the m'n_g, the
hypochondriacal ills to which femaleg are h:%m!u-

larly subject—rendering existence, in seme c -but a
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succession of vapours, whims, pets, and morbid sensations.
Men have more opportunities of counteracting such dis-
temperature; they find remedies or palliatives, in the
exigéncies of business, the coutentions of the world, the
absorption of science or letters, convivial entertainments
and athletic sports. Both sexes derive advantage from
varying their modes of acquiring competent strength and
agility. The wood-sawyer was not altogether absurd,
who, being employed all day in his trade, complained to
Dr. Rush that his health suffercd for want of exercise.
As to the extreme of hardening girls by every hind of
exposure and effort, which is 1ecomiwended in some
theories, and practised in some institutions, that appears
to us full of danger—unnecessary and incongruent. (‘zar
Peter compelled a number of the sailovs in his scrviee to
make their children drink sea-water, fromn the idea that
they might be accustomed to anything: bat many of
theny died under the experiment.  There would not be
more wisdom or sueccess in the attempt to render im-
passable females born in the casy classes of our com-
munity.

ITappily, the age has goue by when ladies were
restricted to the smallest quantity of food, as a rvule
of good or high breeding. They ¢an now, even
before strangers, consume cnough to satisly the de-
mands of relined appetite and vivacious health.  The
nicest temperance, however, befils them vist; and
in all stages of their being, there is a et which
belongs to their conformation and scems appropriate
to their character. We scarcely venture to nmention
in any refcrence to them, the vices of great excess in
eating and drinking, The crime of parricide was
omitted in some of the ancient codes, as too cnor-
mous to be presumed, or too hidcous to be specified.
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We might, for the suuymzcam,raws: it
glnttony and inebriety, whi a
among Amencan females, m%wouxa be’
detrimental than to the other aex,w_ R
mn providing laxurious fare, are g ore skt

very keen solicitude of strdiig (i : o
of our divinities, L bt A \a %@&‘ .
The French often repéat,and $tif omm, i

to feel the line of La Fontam&—
Lt Iu grace plgs bells encor que la mwm :/r

Grace 1s the effect of combined bddﬁy and mental
qualities ,—1t may be acquired in part, as a healthful con- ’
stitution, by the exercises of walking, dancin ing; it’
15 of value superior to that of the fairest skin or the most
regular features. In the ancignt mythology, Venus never
appears unatiended by the three goddesses—the Charities
—whose 1espective names Indicate their charming attri-
hutes, whose functions and pleasures convey a various
and 1efined lesson, to whom the Greeks conseerated the
Sping as thewr scason, who were invoked in every
scene of social delight, and presided over benefits, con«
cuid, joy, and even cloquence and wisdem. They were
sometimes 1cpresented 1n the midst of the ughest statues; .
occasonally concealed 1 them; and imagined to com-
mumcate a secrelq magnetic attraction to any exteno}‘
howevel ungamly‘ ihitself This exquisite and ingtructive -
fiction, the mosf precious perhaps of the' fine allegories of
the (riec.an mythology, will he studied by those of our
female 1eade1s, who would dwell on the objects, for
which attention should be paid to their persons and move-
maents  Mae beauty wins not half as many triumphs as
J1ace 3 1 the annals of love, it is not the very_ Handsome .,
that have exated the most passionatg and ‘permanent, §

vor, 1. 3
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A i & ‘afly time the most elaborate
i ihibité the fo;m and face to most advantage,
) mtlst ‘admiration for the entire being. The
aid sentiments with which fnen gazeron a

fdbhlqmdirgn tory.

me—— N

rnn ltUBJr.c'r oon’rmunm

" 'I-‘he M general principlo with regard to education is

?minently ‘applicable to females ; ,-4ve mean the formation
of gnorgl pﬂnciples and sound affections as the first and

most important care, for the benefit of the individual and

‘all otherdf This maxim belongs to the fundamental doc-
trine that happiness depends on virtue, and especially

with the sex, according ta their moral constitution and

their destinies in this life. What forms their primary
interest, also immediately concerns the well-being of the
other branch of the human race. In the hypothesis of
an option, no man of sense,, whether as a son, parecat,
‘brother or husband, could fail to value moral and domes-
tic excellence in a female, more than any intellectual gifts
or showy accomplishments. The wisdom of Solomon 15

‘not wanted to enable us to discover that “out of the
heart are the issues of hfe and death.” Our Ametican
existbnae. in the great plurality of instances, is plan and
Wns&; it is gplll far different in its modeg, exigen: ics and
pleasures, ffum the career df fashion and aristouiacy

Europe. The haut fon of that quarter of the globe,

would ¢all it bourgeois, humdrum, and smile contemptu-

ously at most of the “emulous pretensions, 1mitative

,eﬂbxts, and borrowed affectations, which the progtess of
(’g@l réfinement o the spirit of dissipation has engen-

‘dered or might P /')duce. Of American ladics, the number
‘P



1s very small who ¢ah be WM Ayl
have not to undergd “'ﬂrw
round of obscure dutfes,” ﬁﬁﬂ%w :
tions do not necessarily constilute tﬁa

pleasure or dxscomfort. Eor thy

ble to learn t6 win genéfal ﬁe\i{d g
attachment , to shine m ebonamma!n&ahﬂg
without witnesses and content wdhcug{pmégynst&”*
Their unavoldable sphere 1s home, and 6 that jt is s

positively expedient as 1t 1s abstractly proper, gx adgpl
their sentiments, knowledge, and gensval ione qnd cast, of

cﬁacter *
oral mstruction and disciphne should be as early as
possible—the heart 15 to be imbued while 1t iy Wost soft
and susceptible, so that the tincture or impress iay, be
thorough, and swtable punciples and dispositions make
part of the ongmnal texture. The lesson in Pope's prover-
hial ine— Just as the twig1s bent,” &.c. had been fully
conveyed by Dryden 1n these velses te

“Tho bube had sll that mfant care. bﬁg\nlel,

And early knew his mother in hor

But when dilated organs let mn day

To the young soul, and gave 1t room to play,

At hus first aptness, the maternal love

Those rudiments of rcason did improve,

The tender age was phant to command,

Like wax 1t yiclded to the formipg hand >

1 rue to th’ artificer, tho labour'd mind

With oase was prous, generaus, jusgt, and kund;

Soft for impression, from the first prepar’d

Tull virtue from long exercise grew hard,

With cvery act confirm’d, and made at last

So durble as not to be effuc’d,

It turn’d to habit, and, from vices free,

Goodness resolv’d into necessity.”

To us, 1t 1s certan that religion is \pe best scheme
fountain of such instruction, and ty, the &
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code or text. The Scriptures abound with precepts and
examples, peculiar Iessons and consolations, for the female
g‘aex‘«,in every situation, which we should be glad to sce
.culled, conmected and illustrated with due zeal mand in-
ge?mity by some liberal and discriminating hand. A paxt
of them could be introduced at the very dawn of reasou,
and so interspersed that they would penetrate and take
rool in every lobe, If the observation must be deemed
trite, it is not the less true—that carly religious impres-
sions can scarcely ever be obliterated :—they 1ewam in
!ﬂle midst of the strongest temptations and most danuer-
ous illnsions, to prevent the commission of ¢vime, apd
often, afler long depravation, and the boldest stiohes™f
vice, to cause sudden repentance and induce finad1efonmm,
We refer to the fear as wol as to the Jore of God, but
not to fanatical terrors, shastly images, painful obsei-
vances, or ecstatic fervours, The distinguishing tenderness
and the relative weakness of the female nature, render it
more susceptible of {he good and the evil of religious
iuition :—We should rely upon the teudeiness, for puer
and swecter picty j—we should dread the weakness, the
vivacity of imagination, and exatability of neiyes—fou
derogatory superstition or melancholy panwe.  Tleece
even Religion is to he taught to the sex distmctinely, ana-
tomically,—as to both mental und physieal conformation,
so that it may, in every case, resemble the pmt of Eleo-
nora’s mevits, which Dryden celebrates thus :

“Such her ievotion was, as might give rules

OF speculation to disputing schools;

Aud teach us equally the scales to hold

Betwint the two cxtremcs of hot and cold;

That pous heat may moderately prevail,

And we be warm’d, but not be scoreh’d with zeal,

Business mig ht shorten, not disturb her prayer;

Heaven had the Mlst, if not the greater share.
/
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A actuce hife long orsons forbads,

Yot stull she pray'd, for still she pray’d by deeds.

e cvay day was sabbath ; only free

From hours of prayer, for hours of charity.

Such as the Juwy from servile tol releas’d, -
W hicre worke of merey were a part of rest,

Such 1s blcst angls cxereige above,

Vanied with sacrced hymnns and acts of Iove "

When Rchigion has been thus inculcated and tempered
—when it has been embiaced, not as an occasional ex-
e1ese or nfual process, but a pervading and ammating
spnt, or de{ermmate habit of the soul—when 1t does not
spend afscdf mercly in tenets, prayers, and canticles, but
woiks m the practical duties and fimtful charties of
common life—it may be regarded as ithe crowning and
perpctual grace of the fmale chairacter,—a panoply of
the fumest and bughtest materals—and the sure 1chance
of excry oue of owr sex m what 1elation soever of blood
oy affinty. 1t mucht then be comwpared to the celestial
clament the hallowed and unenuthing fire, n which the
Pheenimy lost and regatned s itahty,—into which the ancient
worshippers forbade anytbmg unpure to be cast, or even
a ste wdfist ook to be dicccted,  Piety may be cultivated
with most case and advantage by ﬁ‘n.mles, smee they
enjon mo t leswe and quiet,—and at the same time, they
most peed vsentiment so consoling and fortifying m- thewr
stite ot dependence, with figmes of a delicate struciure
and sensibilities too often (&)s(‘d to disappointment and
outiage

That ¢ Inistiamty wlich we have m vicw is not mcom-
1 wble with the ordimary engnyments and ac comphshments
cgponshed e Hannah More, the most 11¢1d of the precis
s1ans, conce loe that every kind of knowledge which ap-
re s to be theacsnlt of reflection and jatwial taste, sits be-
«omingly on a woman ,~that the fine a‘ils, polite iterature,

3 *
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elegant society, are among the Jawful and liberal and fitting
recreations of the upper classes: that the time passed in
refined and intellectual intercourse may be considered as
gm:ong the beneficial as well as pleasant portions of
“existence. The moral tendencies of intellectual pursuits
are universally recognized: the improvement of the
mental faculties increases the moral capacity, and represses
-and defecates the passions. A female of enlightened
judgment, clegant attainiments, and social metits, adds,
as such, diffusive weight to her exanple as a consaentious
Christinn, known to execcute thorouchly the severer or
familiar duties, and to prefer the useful to the mercly
agrecable employments,
it is not permitted to allude to the living instances of
such excellence, but we may venture to say that we
cannot touch this topic without deploring anew, the loss
of that model of Christian votaes, which Philadelphia
possessed in the late Mrs. GEr 1 ruptL Morputrm—a mother
capable of fully educiting her children of both sexes,—a
wife sciving as the efficient counselloy and partner of ey
husband in all lis studies and cares,—a friend, anxiously
reflecting, judging, feeling, actme for those whoin she
honoured with her recard,—a member of the fashionable
world, who assembled around her the gayest ciieles and
enlivencd external entertaimmnents, without evey losing an
hour, or omitting an effort, material for the minute ad-
ministration of a large funffy; a wiiter, who dieolayed a
masculine v.gour of thought and expression, and literary
powers and acquisitions of uncommon valne and vaviety ;
who wiclded her pen without the least ambitien or pude
i(:\f authorship, yet with the utmost intentness and any
saerifice of self when instruction or comfort could be
conveyed, however privately or remotely. She made upon
us, in the whole tenor of her arduous way, and the noble
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aina of her evertions, an impression like that which we:
teceived when following the sisters of the Order of
Charity through some of the European hospitals; but
even the angelical aspect and course of their vocation do
not raise <o high an idea of excellence, as we derive from
the picture of a matron who has fulfilled all the destinies,
and energics, and consummated the probation of the sex.
The religion of the cloister may be admired, as it divorces
the spirit from matter, and scems to establish a more
diveet and constant communion with Divine Perfection,
Sull, where there is the most usefulness, we must ace
knouledee the most dignity;—where the severest trial,
the noblest tiinmph ; where the most comprehensive and
influential petformauce, the largest desert.

We do not mean to disparage females who cannot
strictly be tamed piows—in whomn a very ardent dovo-
tional spivt s not manifest.  This dosciiption embraces,
perhaps, the nuvority of the highly ectimable—such as
adorn every sphere and discharge every obligation ; whose
affoctions elow on every sidey, and whose prineiples are
not less sonnd than their demeanour 1s attractive and
laudable. We entertain mnurh confidence in the superiovity
ol the oneingl female nature, developdd and improved
with the nsaal aids, and would 1epeat from our own con- .
viction what the rough and arrogant Warburton says in
one of his notes to Pope’s cynical and fallacious Epistle
on the Chiacters of Women—«1 belicve that the sun
of vittue n the feinale world dues, from many accidental
canses, far exeeed the sum of virtue in the male.” The
sunple paneuyric or tribute by Ledyard is worth more,
1 rcau~e it comprises more of the essence of justice—
than all the sneers and invectives of Boileau, Pope and
Young. The sentiment of maternify surpasses in its
properties and annals, any one of the affections of the

13
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male bosom ;~female love wins the palm in like manuer:
we might cite the memoirs of the Baroness of Reidesdel
- ‘alone, for a case of conjugal devotion for which there is
ng parallel on the other side: and as to filial regdrd and
service, Pope himself must have acknowledged, if he had
been generalizing when he wrote the following lines, that
the spirit and the functions,—their “ pensive and pathetic
sweetness,”—appertained of right to ‘the sex which he
reviled,

“ Me, let the tender oflice long engage,

To rock the eradle of reposing age,

W ith lcnient arts catend o mother’s breath,

Make languor snule, and smooth the bed of death,

Sxplore the thought, explam the ashing ¢ yc,
And keep awlile onc parent from the sky !

Traverse the vast cemetery of Pere La Chaise at D,
where flowers and tears ave scattered on the towmbs, and
it is women alone that you sece veuting there o faith(ul
gricf, and invoking the manes of the beloved in the
graves. “Tt is scldom,” says the traveller Emerson, *¢ that
the cemeteries of the Greewn islands are visited by men ;
and I never remember to bave entered one of them with-
out seeing 51»m("son'1‘()wi|)q female seated by the green

- mound or marble shrine which sheltered some once-loyved
and still dearly clhierished being, to whomw she fancied she
had bid already an eternal fatewcll,—the precents of her
religion debarring lher from any hope of a * -umim in
another world with those on whom the portals of the
tomb had closed in this.” We abundantly honour the
saints and the martyrs of both sexes, the horoes and
heroines, recorded in history : yet, to our apprehension.
theye is 110 object in which the greatness and gooduess of
thefAlmighly are ~) strikingly and exquicitely displayed,
as in a female ellx/mwed with the best characteristic bodily
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nd mentil qaahtics, duly advanced m lier reason and
tucnts, and consectated to the doinestic and social rela-
tions with * pure-cycd Fath)” and + wlute-handnd 1Tope,”
Unda fio othey foun docs either “owr anunal o 1ationgl
nawe, appear to so much advantage, 1t 15 the finest o1c
with the loast dross—an unequalled combmation of
cuthly <ympathies and graces

= Nrathcdess, whie we tiust 2 considcrable degree,
to the fonnle temper muent,—to innate prinaple, Chaste-
ness and  goodness,—under the ordinuy favourable
u floence of gentility o1 1espectable fillowship, we must
1ctmin to the ider of the great erpedienty ol early and
de paelious mpresswons and hibits  In these, couches
U mevantive o1 cortective for the vantws, the follies,
the oxtiwasinees, the ddusions, to whieh females are
peanlianly  cxposcd,—for the speaific maladics which be-
fal then nentd s wdl as physical consutution  The
L rench poet Who wi0te o

“Cdt fiere racon dont an fut tant d¢ buont
Un peu de vin )y trouble, un entant la scduit,

tuched only a <mall part of the agents by which ow
bowste Tycwon 1, disomdered o1 seductd * That faenlty 1s
Uw iy~ work weomst the miwmation and the passions,
s Sticng ony m propottion to the 1eaction of those
maid enacies which it teachcs us to cultivate, and
whieh  ue most successfully developed and apphed with
the aid of Rehgion  Uncontiolled o1 1l regulated sensi-
bifety 1s the < wisc of many of the bitterest distresses and
wadest obliquit o5 of foinale hfe A pious spnit 1s moored,
= ot ats haven 15 always before it If the celebrated
Muoiune de St 1 nad been properly mmbued duting her
v outh, she wowd not have afforded, aftrrw uds, n her
corduct and fiehings, as they aie desc 1bed by her bio-

)
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grapher and friend, M. Dec Saussure, and may be traced
in several of her works—that exanple of peipetual dis-
quict and general wretchedness, those inordinacies and
ggitations, which lcave little room for envying the native
* splendour and occasional trimnphs of her genius and
science, so dashed and defeated. )

Unblemished repute is all impartant for fomales ;—the
glightest stain extends like a leprosy ;—the smallegh
irregularity endangers the whole character and Jot. Now,
one of the most efficacious principles of that sclf-watch-
fulness and restraint which are indispeasable, is to be
sought in a religious conscience, alert, cirenmspedt, and
resolute.  REvery safeguurd should be prized. and chiefly
that which at the same tim- yields a * sovereien balm”
under the sad vicissitudes and afflictions, the gnawing
carcs and manilnl¢ anxieties, the toils, languors and
eclipscs, to which all are liable. It counteracts the tempta-
tions of prosperity ; it blunuts the <tings and combats the
perils of adverse fortune.—We may observe of the sex,
what Mr. Durke observed of the areat— the consolations
of religion are as necessary to them as its instimections.
They have no privilege fiom personal pain and domestic
sorrow. In thicse they are subject to pay their full
contingent to the contributions levied on mertality,” In
fact, no system of moral education deseives the name,
which does not prepare thewa for human life as i is, with
its mingled good and evil, its responsibilities o dits trials:
for its several stages or seasons, the autumn and winter
as well as the spring; und for its awful and certain close,
with the tronsition to judgment and imma tality.

When we have employed the term Home, it has not
been exactly in the sense of the Apostle Paul’s phrase,
who exhoifs - married women to be keepers at home;”
por in that of th. Spartan female, who when asked what
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she could do, rephed that she knew how to stayn the
house, nor even as Pope meant in the lind—

“ Your virtues open fawrest in the shade.”

By home we mntend not merely the domestic but also thee
socal aicle——always, however, a piovince contradpsémm-
gwshed from the pubhgily and breadth of the scenes et
ohiccts i which men are fitly engaged. We connect
@rcat impottance with the uses of social intercourse, to
the rehnement and dehght of wlieh the presenee of fe-
mues 1s signally conducive,  They hove much Lenefical
mfuence to diffuse, much mnocent pleasure to enjoy,
much profitable information to obtam, out of the bosom
of thew {undies,  But there 15 a certan degrec of privacy
01 1¢sc1ve of person and name, a It ition of action and
desian, which seem to hecome them, while 1t ought Lo be,
on the othar Tand, the ambition und endeavow of every
n, who his opportunty and quihitic iticns, to be felt
wnd known ady mtigeously hevond Ins own cotene, dis-
trice or Ountiy,—to st ump iself as il weie upon his
nion o1 age, 1o 1cad ¢ searm one or other of the many
tcuples of timnpet-tongued and hundi rd-mouthe d fame.
To unase or mstiaet the woild by the pen, 1s a female
prvile ¢ which b been too honeficnally and brilhantly
ete 1, to e now questioned, o1 restricted {uither than
o1 ¢ unstances wsudly operate of thewnselves to eonfine its
catibion o ponge  Picscouption, taste and natuie have
swnctioned tlns appropuation  of genms and lewsure,
Au Liotshg, hesides, 15 a 1etned occupation, and 1S no-
tone fy nas oue thing dehcate and abstiact , when suecess-
t Fyutuot s, it ¢ untes 1 woman, mdred, out of the
I nto 1110t consprcuousness, but slie mv be stil
doof from fadse glue, yude contact, attittion, timeil, or



 ay i
Bl e 69)3 dare whisper our doubts, as to tht
,, ,0!: ﬁamalo*Colonization Societies, and
bifo assbelations and enterprises, which
7¢eip thel publio journapls Notwithstanding »f Amer-
fan Ja ‘“.pan spare time fiom the compheated conceins
*of their hpuseholds, to organize a helpmatesiup of this
vkin8, we must forbear to complagg, and yeld full credit
3o the generous motive.

»

sWEDDED LOVE

L We H‘Avrn \sf‘dmewhero seen the doctune that love 1n the
-gtate of courtsip 1s the true beatitude of this Iife, and to
ibe desired, beyond any other fond relation even for a
thousand years' The wiiter of those opiions could not
'd;av¢ been married, 01,8t least, not expenenced a wedlock
eyen cammonly fortunate otheiwise, his own happmess
wmﬂgl hgve taught lnm a dgfferent and juster theory

In the compugal. unon, love may lose some of 1ts
vwaglty, it fiay be less vchemegt or 1apturous  and the
‘ tion,awhich, dwing courtship, commonly feeds,
as it v{etﬁ,l?n mectar and ambiasiy, and spoits on a bed
'of rgsesdemay become comparatively meit and steilc
Iyt thepleasures of plite, intense sentiment, n 1 hound-
less, mugual confidéhte,'and the exctements of vntuous
and, tendet Hope,'s finttely multiphed
ﬁiiz,m& Herolam has truly said that ma uage halves
griefs and doubles joy, It combmnes, n fact, and tiins
?l:ses exlstence for each party, it blends and 1dentifies
"gouls, 80 as to rendel common to them theit scveral sus-

tibilities of glauﬁgatmn and 1efinement , 1t creates new
energies, and peneious sympathies, ncw objects of en-
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dearment and reliance ; numberless reflected and reci-
procated fervours of regard and respect.

But what gives it a superior character of inherent dig-
nity aitl genuine enjoyment, is the religious essence
peceuliar to it ; the vein of dufy which pervades it; the
consciousness of those who are suitably allied in it, that
they have adopted a tie hallowed by divine sanction, and
are fulfilling on2 of the noblest ends of existence.

The ecstacies  of cowtship are dashed by fears,
jealousics, misapprebensions, which are unknown to wed-
ded partners of sound minds and affectionate hearts:
~—With them, all is trust and security ; their faith is be-
yond the sphere of temptation or accident; their ad-
versity, if misfortunes come, las consolations derived
fiom the most exalted sources ; from the invisible and
holy woild, as well as the present chequered scene of
human action.

The qualificd worship of an excellent fellow-being,
nataral and delightful as it i<, involves something more
rational and elevated; when the object is a wife or hus-
bhand, than when it 1efers to a mere mistress or lover.
In the first case, it associates itself with duty, and implies
w esteem the more proper and grateful as accompanied
hy mtimate knowledae,

In propottion, however, as marriage is of a sacred and
peranent nature, producing weighty obligations and
liable to special and severe cares or calamities, ought it
to be cautiously, and deliberately, and piously contracted.
It is not to he viewed or anticipated as « merely haleyon
eneer, vich as toften is in smiling prospects and auspi-
b events, ancd serene as it may be rendered in all that
e haman ceature can control. A childish penchant, a
“alenlation of conyenience, a momentarv caprice, form no

\VOL, I 4
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warrant for it; though they be so frequently the only
incentives.

Such a bond requires matured and discriminating
attachment; comprehension of its good and evils resig-
,n.alion to all the chances. But he or she who has the
right intellicence, feeling, and opportunity, and yet avoids
it, yielding to scllishness or cowardice, sins against the
designs of Providence, and loses the final rewards of
conragequs and successful trial,

It was a favourite remark of Lord Lyttleton, the
ynmﬂﬁ'r, that marriage is a lottery, and that, of course.
it is as preposterous to rejoice wh a wedding, as it would
be to exull in purchasing a ticket for the Ntate-whecl,

According to the same questionable authoyity, «ll epi-
thalamiums are, therefore, at least premature in theit
usnal strain: the adventurer m the cennubal <cheme
should ascerfain that he has drawn a prize, before he
induiges himself in selfgratulation or weleores the gieet-
ing of his fiiends. The anatogy is not, howey er, exact—
beceause it is in the power of the hiidal paities {o deter-
mine thewr own fate, in a material decree,  Life irselt
might be equally styled a lottery, looking to the diversity
of its chances and the incertitude of its ineudents: hut jt
is, nevertheless, a positive blessing with well consntuted
minds and healthful franags.  So, hhewise, is mulaee,
which should he undertaken as life is acceptedy—with
stronger expectation of weal than wo:—with hiht
visions and cheerfl resolutions ; but, also, with a spait
of philosophical or Christian submission to whatever
Providenece may ordain in its course.  The Gieeks made
Hymen deseend from Apollo, Urania, o Calliope,  'This
origin, fiom the fountain of harmony and light and the
two noblest of th«'- muses, illustrates or shadow s forth the



WEDDED 1 OV] 35

tiue character of the espousals over which the gailanded
god waves s never-dying toich, and sheds his eelesual
mfluence,

LNYAMPITS.

Muuwiwve Dyvarn's leainme, carcad, and wown ae
gen(rally  hnown, and certunly for eve  m morable
Ha edittons and transtuions of the most ditncult Greck
and Tt e thois, har gl disserttions an t copious
aotes, hee Tadin opstles ma Goeele <choliyg 1 tun no
st shoe 0 wthorty, and are monumonts of (\fiaog-
dine vy ~chol vship and dilieenee Har notes »nd many
ot hev rewdt s were adopted by Pope and ¢ olian, i the
tanshtion  of I[Homar md Taencg and te | nglish
trsht v~ 1 Astophanes hive lovie Labandant contin-
bution on her version and cluadations of the Cacdk
diamati t

Thr Il pvuiwd v evcd scholue @ mu of soguar
tastcs an Ui nits, with whém she e D (0l liamony
and affcchor duimg the forry yous of then omon - 1t as
diffrcult to Cmcenve a morc oxadte Land dely hitfud associa-
tion, thu one whorom the fucndship an Uthe Cn auahty
woie <L th hent and tne mund togethay, 10fmad ana en-
ielclm U e mohost demce by the sune cultine For
many v us tov pue ncd then itaray labours sep uately,
o1 1uhor ccute Udistmct tosks, with kindied s iccess
i veput oo ut ot Jength they mntad thou talonts,
br~t a1t mshtown of the Moral Roflections of Marcus
Antor i o bostaplica prcfwe, and then of Pla-
tud’s T~ witl we unple and profound come ntary
On o oc aswon, she quotted her stadics to settle, at a
dista cey 1o har hushand, the affans of i father s ostate,
and tuc fatars which she addiessed to am dunne this
abstwt contun the most exact details of busmess, the
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tenderest sentiments of conjugal affection, and remarks
equally crudite and acute on the books which she perused
in the intervals of leisure.  'When Louis X1V, nominated
the husband his librarian, the monarch associated Madame
Dacier with him in the office, annexing the right of sur-
vivorship in her favour. This compliment to a woman
was quite unexampled,  Her complete translation of the
Qiad, on which she was engaged for fifteen or sixteen
years, and her explanatory notes gave rise to a contro-
versy respecting the merits of Homer, that served to dis-
play in a manner equally signal her comprehensive Jearn-
ing, and her spirit, taste, dnd skill, when opposed to the
ablest literary disputunts of Frauce. The contest between
her and La Motte divided the republic of letters, and the
distinguished negotiator, who ferminated it by mediation,
solenimized the re-establishment of peace by a grand fes-
tival. Madame Dacier died in the sixty-ninth ycar of her
age, of a stroke of palsy, withoul having suffered any dis-
order or decline of her mental faculties.  She bore three
children, two of whom preceded her to the tomb.  ITer
hushand proved inconsolable for her less, and soon sunk
under the misery of the separation.  Several of her con-
temporanies l)(-l'unging to the social ¢irele which she fie-
quented, have testified that «Lier virtue, her firmness, her
benevolence, and her equanimity procured her stll more
honour and esteem than her literary pursuits and
trimnphs.”

Mavame Revann—"The hushband of Madame ivoland
was forty-five years of age when she accepted ns hand
—more than twenty years older than herself’; @ man of
deep philosophical and political stuwdics, republican einhu-
siasm, sententious speech, unprepossessing anpearance,
and staid carringe.  He knew the value of his prize, and
she devoted herself in every mode to the confirmation of
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his esteem and love,  She <hated n his terary lahours,
prepared his food, watched over lus flic keting health, and
when he bocame a leadime pohtician and muster of state,
she served, 1 every 1espect and situation, as the most
useful auxiliaty whom he conld have adopred if the
chotce of the ablost and truest of either sex had been sub-
mitted to lus judgment —

“ Studions habits,” <ays she, “and a taste oy lotters
made me putapite m the Tabows of my hoshand, as
long s he remaumed a prnde mdndud - 1 wiote with
im as L ate with hun, hec wise one was almost a natwal
to me as the otha, and because my enistence bong de-
voted to lus happimess, 1 apphcd mysell to those thias
which  we hmm the createst ple tsime Roland wiote
trcatises on the arts . Tdid the <uine, afthoueh the subject
was tcdon tome e was lond of aaditon. 1 helped
i o puysie hus attical vose pchese Did he wash, by
way of 1eciction, to composc ancssny for some academy,
wo sat doy poto witte i conecid, or oo sepaiatddy, that
we mieht warwards compate ot produdions, choose the
host, o compicss them mto one I he had wntten honu-
Dhies, 1 <hould have done the sann Whon he beecame
mutster, T del not mterfore with bis adnuosty thion, but,
g cnculn fettar, a sct of mistinctions, o1 an mpo) tant
stite pape  wore wantine, we tidked the mtter over with
ut ustnd v cdomy andd, npressed wath s adeas, and
preanant v th iy own, ook up the pen, winch I had
the most lec ure to conduct  Our prmcaples gand turn of
mwind home the came, we were agiecd as to the forn, and
my husbmd isked nothing i prssing thiouoh my hands
Lo dd ady mce notnme, w i antcd by justice and reason,
w a0 he was oot capable of yealizing, or suppoiting by
his enelgy wnd conduct. But my laneuace ¢spressed
wore stiongly what he had done o promiscd to do

4 *
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Roland without me would not have been a worse minis-
ter; his activity, his knowledge, his probity, were all his
own: but with me he attracted more attention; hecause
l.infusod into his writings that mixture of spirit" and of
softness, of authoritative reason and of seducing senti-
ment, which are perhaps only to be found in 2 woman
endowed with a clear head and a feeling heart, T com-
posed with delight such pieces as 1 deemed likely to be
useful; and eIt in so doing greater pleaswme than had 1
been known as the author. 1 am aviuicious of happiness,
and with me it consists in the good 1 do.”

The importance, efforts, and perils, of both husband
and wife, during the first year of the Revolution, are
familiar to all geneial readers.  Madame Roland was too
conspicuous to escape prosciiption. 'T'he ferocious tyrants
of 1792, cast hier into the hood prison of the Abbaye, and
then into that of 87, Pélagie, whenee, after an incarcera-
tion of many months, she was drageed to the Conciér-
gerte, and to the seaflold, in 1793, She died finaly, and
her exclamation, as she howed at the place of execution,
before the statue of Liberty, is as impressive as that of
Brutus in recard to Vittue,  The Memoirs of herself, to
which we haye 1eferred, and much more of the history of
her times, were written in the prison of Sainte-Pélagie.
Her hushand, a proscribed fugitive, 10x0h ed, as soon as
he heard of her death, to put an end to his own life, and
accordingly killed himself with a sword which he con-
trived to procure for that purpose.

Heser.—The gilted and excellent Di=nor 1ok, was a
remarkable example of the beauty and force of conjugal
affection. When he embarked on the Ganges, for Dacea,
which was to be the first station on his first visitation, tne
wife and childien upon whom he doted, could not accom-
pany him; and their absence drew from him, from time to
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time, as he was carried along, lamentations which must
reach the heart of every good husband and father who
reads them. He felt, in all the new and interesting scenes,
the waht of some inquiring eye like his own, some greedy
ear into which he might convey all his admiration or pity,
as these emotions arose—some intimate and aflectionate
communion of ideas, sentiments, hopes and interests, the
richest blessing of life, when it is fully congenial and safe.
In one place he exclaims— 1 could not help feeling now,
that I had nobody to compare my impressions with—
none whose attention T might call to singular or impres-
sive objects—that T wag, indeed, a lonecly wanderer!”
Much as he relished the heauties of nature and cultiva-
tion, it is not to be doubted that the Diary speaks
truth in the sentenee —«1 had the delieht to-day, of hear-
ing from my wife, and this is worth all the fine scenery
in the world > One of his poetical eflusions, of the same
purport, 15 among the finest specimens of” delicate and
imaginative tenderness and exquisite metre,
“Tf thou wert by my side, my love,” &ec.

We discern a vein of pious resignation to the will of
God. throughout his journals, but no indication of fear or
distrust with regard to his life. . Under the worst ciscum-
stances—in his most painful exposure to the dangers of
the climate,—-no regret, no lament, except for his separa-
tion from his wife and children. The solace for all is,
that they may have another meeting where the dread of
parting will never intrude.  Truth theve s, as well as
beauly, in the lines of one of his favourite pocts.

“They sin who tell us love can dic;;
Wicn life all other passions fly,

All others arc bat vanity
In heven ambition cannot dwell,
Nor avarice in the vaults of hell
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Earthly these passions of the carth,

They perish where they have their birth :
But love is indestructible.

Its holy flame for ever burneth;

¥From heaven it came, to hieaven returncth ;
"T'0o oft un carth a troubled guest,

At tunes deceived, at times opprest,
It here is tricd and purificd,

"I'ien hath in heaven its perfeet rest:
It soweth here with toil and care,

Jut the harvest time of love is there.”

KINDRED TOPICS.

Ceasprsn—Gallantry may be commont in France:
but it wears no forin there which can he compared
with the fashionable one of Haly, as a source of im-
morality and domestic misery, and geneval degradation,
Sismordi, who is perhaps, more deeply versed than any
man living in the history and coneerus of Italy, desciibes
Cecisbeisin as one of the greal public calamities which
she has to deplore; as heing for her, the principal me-
mento of the seventeently century, in which it took its
rise; us the most aniversal cause of the private sutlerings
of a]} her lamilids ; as the main instrument of the enerya-
tion of her genjus and the prostration of her nationol
spirit. e admits that libertinism and adalterous intrigue
were by no means unknown in the time of the vepublics ;
but denies thit common disorders of this kind could exert
the same pernic’ous influence over the general morai~ and
national chavacter.  “ It was not beciluse some women
had lovers, but becanse no woman could appear in public
without her lover, that the Italians ceaxed to he men.”

We must not overlook the circumstance that this
scourge, Cecisbeism, had for_its elements, two maxims
adopted as laws by the beaw-monde ; thai no woman
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could, with propriety, appear alone in public; that no
husband could, without ridicule, attend on his wife. These
axioms of Italiun fashion are not unknown to the haut-
ton of other countries; and it cannot fail to be perceived
that conjugal infidelity and wretchedness are ovorywhor‘o
in proportion to their influence. They soon descended,
with their fell brood of ills, upon the bulk of the Italian
people; and 1f they have not found favour with the mass
of the French and English, after having gained ground
among the beau-monde of those nations, it is from pecu-
liar causes which it is not material for us to explain.

SmaLL covrriancos.—A new work has been published
under the title of Philosophy of Health. The subject is of
universal concern and wide comprehension, and, probably,
has been well treated. It would rejoice us to see a good dis-
quisition on the Philosophy of Life, meaning moral and
social life, and devoted chiefly to conduet and disposition
in social and domestie relations.  The aphorists and the
solemn teachers of religion and morality have thrown out
general niaxims which possess niuch force and various ap-
plicability ; but there is no collection of wise saws, no book
of ethics, no code of politeness, which correspond sepa-
rately or collectively to the practical work of which we
can see, with our mind’s eye, the scope and details.

in the intercourge of hushand and wife, parent and
child, fiiend with fiiend, even master and servant,—
cheerful accommodation to patticular wishes, preposses-
sions and prejudices, to occasional moods or habitual
temper, in secondary concerns; small sacrifices of per-
sonal inclination, practices and manners, costing very
Yitle in themse Ives 5 observances and concessions of slight
account in the sum of happiness, comfort and other
advantage , may serve to establish and maintain ties and
relative positions of the greatest consequence to  the
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parties—to perpetuate mutual affections and duties, and
the general cordiality, exemplariness and prosperity of
households, [or this efficacy, it is understood that no
nice inquiry shall be made how far the desire," temper,
predilection or antipathy are reasonable, or imperative, or
otherwise : «ound policy requires unhesitating, uncritical,
gracious as~ent—ceven, at times, studious and fond
anticipation. .
The positive influence and result of small eamplianee.,
how great soever (lie benefits, are not »till so serious as
the niisebic € which the refusal of them commonly  pro-
duces, It prevents the mutual favours and endcarments
which sweetcpand iighten social and  domestie life; it
exasperates petty and accidental eriefs and dissatisfactions
into general discomfort and aversion—it gradually cm-
bitters and cstranges those who would else be tendetly.
clo~ely and profitably united :—when it does not oceasion
total yupture and separation, it renders necessimy contact
painful in i increasing degree, and prevents the salutary
operation of essential nierits and obligations on one side
or the other. -
That the foreooing representition is not exageeratod,
is known 10 overy experienced observer in sodiety.
whether in town or country, on the Lind or on the
water.  ow miany who have stood or remain in (he
various relations to which we bave referred, feel how
much they have lost by or gained by their conduet in
the point of sirall compliances! 'The number is ¢ aide-
rable, indeed, of the husbands, wives, children and hicnds,
who have thriven or failed in their whole existencee, ac-
cordingly ; whose happiness, respectability, final  con-
science and fate, have been thus deeply aflected or utterly
determinced.  The heaviest cvils have befallen, which
could never be repaired ; regrets and remorse that cir-
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cumstances rendered perpetual and constantly active.
And the aspect of the evil becomes much worse when the
case is of individuals who have the strongest claims from
nature, Teligion, and general heneficence, upon duty,
gratitude, and voluntary service. Smallirritations in the
bodily frame fester and grow by frequent attrition or ne-
elect, into mortal distempers.  So it is, in the order and
economy of domestic and social life,  'Watch the begin-
nings, and despise not the ¢rifles. '

Baxsteriye and pLiNe saxrteren become, often. serious
nmatters. Madame de Stael says that she used raillery
with these only whom she loved, and could not refrain
from it with them. Dut all could not bear it, nor esteem
even her love arequital  'Whoever indulees in it must
not foiect caution and diserimination.  There are two
Freneh masims commonly guoted, that counvey good les-
sons: Quand on est suge on ne raille pus les grands.
I funt de Uesprit pour railler de bonne grace.— The wise
man does not banter the ercat.  Raillery vequires clever-

~s7 It exaets also a choice of tempers, moods and
sersons.  But it is frequently the very salt of conversa-
tion anedl correspondence,  When well mecant, humorous,
or traly spirituel, it ought to be well 1eccived,  Those
wha allow it to ruflle or estrange their feclings, commit
wrong 1o themselves and the kindly jesters, and repress
the decivable wit and vivaeity of social intercourse.  To
hear it 15 a salutary exercise of temper, to enjoy it a
double victory.  Soreness is apt to provoke atlack, and
when the suftering proceeds from a slight cause, it ob-
tins but little sympathy.

S orer s —It is a serious and sometines a fatal
e11 0o, 1 the eommunication of domestic and social life, to
allow the umbiiee which may be ever justly taken at par-
tiwenlar, occasional acts, speeches o1 omissions of others, to
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operate decply and permanently upon either the heart or the
judgment. We should steadily value and regard all with
whom we hold intimate relation,—according to their
general and essential conduct, churacter and dispositions.
These, in a multitude of instances, arc such as deserve
our respect, affection and active gratitude, while there
are manners, sallies, tones, inadvertences, calculated to
give us now and then, perhaps every day, dissatisfaction
and disquictude. We should beware, above sll, of inter-
preting into affronts and repaying with resentment or
pouting, the désagrémens incident to the intercourse
with our best friends, our necar relatives, protectors or
benefactors :—their frowns, their censures, their seeming
neglects and asperities, are forced sometimes by their
sense of duty towards us; their cordial anxiety for our
welfare ; their affectionate nnpatience of our own faults
and irrcgularities.

OnLoinNcL.—Dalfrey’s sermons are exeellent, but the
author carries his theory of a wife's vbedience too far.
The true word is compliance, and as much of this is d
from the husband. Where “love and honour” prm'a‘ﬁ
mutual allowancé and accormodation will not be wanting,

Rraurra.—The question ¢ Ls it possible for o man to
despise a woman for loving him too fervently ! is not ditfi-
cult of solution. In every case, every man of sensibility
will be grateful for the affection of any woman, and his
gratitude will be intense when Lie loves and worshir s her as
such a man is aptto do. It is possible, that & man conscious
of being unworthy, may not entirely esteem a woman w ho
loves him fervently, and whom he believes to be aware of
his unworthiness.

AssmmiLation.—In the matrimonial relation. reciprocity
of affection, similarity or identity of tastes, sources of
constant mutual estecem and moral sympathy, should be
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deemed indispensable. Moral and intellectual atmosphere

is to the mind and character, what physical is to the

bodily constitution. Deterioration or improvement takes

place accordingly, and the individual changes to the

knowledae and sight of others, though the alteration may

not be duly, or at all percenved by him or herselll Few

persons can remam wnaftected in the entire being of
understanding, scntiment and manners, by the domestic

and social atmosphere to wluch they are chiefly confined. *
As far as we value that being, we should be eareful to

seek the best mteteourse.

Atricrion—l1t 15 a perishable matter, this human life,
mnd old Cato was highf m compuing 1t to non—if you use
ity 1t wens away,if you do not, 1ust eats and destroys it.
Ven exhaust or consume themselves by action: if they re-
wmun Distless and mactive, they suffer more decay than by
lahout and bustle. In a 1dtent wotk we have st ae-
matked the followmes 1thapsody. « For Jove there 1s no
deathy, no - disfrrmemont, no deary, it dwells for ever in

sthe pealns of dteinal hfe and beauty.  Wett thou hut
cranted me, oh' enviable lot' Might bul one loving
heavt baat over me, when mune ceases 1o beat. one tear of
sortow fall on my pallid checks, and one trembling hand
support my heady—swely my sleep of death would bhe
soffey and saeeter.”="T'his 15 the mood of many fiom
tie to tiime  The tclations between hushand and wife,
and parent and ¢tald, alone lmrnish the traly loving heait.
For this what maivrdual at all cultivated and refined, or
vl constituted m geneval, does not yearnt It is a want
of our nttwee, and there 1s an instmet for 1, which i not
few st s, bucomes stronger in the antumn of ow
v binec I the sununer of our days we cannot do
thoat umtul and close aflection, resuling from sym-
pdlnes of the pwest and most estimable description.



46 DIDACTICS.

Those of mere friendship or consanguinity are not enough
for even the most religious spirit.

Poricy or Virtue.—The moral poct has forbidden us
tp be «over exquisite in fashioning uncertain ills;” and
another tells us that we should turn to our vision the gay-
est and happicst phasis of things. A modern philosopher,
—a great name—nhas said “nothing is wanted for the es-
tablishment of sound opinions in all questions of right and

"wrong, but the determination to follow the consequences
of actions into the regions of pain and pleasure.”  And it
has been well added, that it is impossible to add to the
stock of Tirfue without adding to that of Felicity, or to
increasc the amount of flicity without increasmg that of
virtue. Now,—altering a little the text and drift of the phi-
losopher, can we determine furly any question of right and
wrong in the principal measures of life, or establish a
sound opinion as to happine8s or infelicity, when we fol-
low the consequences of actions into the region of pain
only ? All conduct that includes practical virtue—a course
of beneficence—has its reward even on our carth.

FRIENDSHIP.
PRELIMINARY QUOTATIONS.

“The name of friends is commonly given to such as arc linked by
any ties of consanguinity, affinity, interest, mutual obligations, ac-
guuintance, and the like; but these arc such firendships (1* they may
be called s0) ar arc always contracted with a tacit reserve of interest
on both sides, and seldom last longer than the prosperity of cither
party, and during that, arc frequently renounced upon slight dis-
obligations, or languish and dic of themsclves.”

“What we cull friendship is no more than an intercourse of
society; it is only a mutual care and mamagement ol interests, and
an exchange of good terms and services. In a word, it isonly a sort
of traffick, in which self.love has always profit in prospect.”
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% Hesiod being asked when he was lending money, why all these
niceties and forms of law among intimate friends? Ile answered,
* By all means, that we may be sure to continue so.'”

“A principal fruit of fricndship, is the carc and discharge of the
fulness and swellings of the heart, which arc caused by passions 8f
all kinds. 'We know discases of stoppings and suffocations are the
most dangcrous in the body, and 1t is not much otherwise in the
mind.”

“ Nothing contributes more to the happiness of life than friendship;
but if the understanding does not direet the heart, friends are more
proper to disturb than please us, and more capable of hurting than
serving us. Nothing disturbs our repose so much as friends, if we
have not judgment enough to choose them well. Importunate friends
make us wish they were indifferent; the morose give us more un-
casiuess by their humour, than they do us good by their services;
and the imperious tyrannize over us.”

“ Friend-lup sapplies the place of everything to those who know
how to make a right use of it; 1t makes your prosperity more happy,
and yomr adversity more casy.”

A false friend is like the shadow on a dial ; it appears in clear
weather, but vanishes as soon as that is cloudy.”

“The wounding of a friend for the sake of a jest, is an intemper-
ance and tnmorality not to be endured.”

“The hindness of a friend lies deep; and whether present or absent,
as occasion serves, he is solicitous about our coneerns.”

“Gemune friendship should take for her devics the famous Selden's
excellent motto :—meps wavros easrfepesar,—* above all things perfect
frecdom of thinking 2 for minds are never in trucr harmony, than
when cach may safely dissent from the other, without the leust’
diminution of their wutnal esteem and good will.”

“The difliculty is not so great, tv die for a friend, as to find a
fricud worth dying for”

“ Confidence, which ought to make the ties of friendship stronger,
docs gencrally produce a contrary cffcet : so that it is a wise man’s
purt 1o be as reserved in this particular, as is consistent with the laws
+f deceney, and anited afleetions, but, above all, let us have a care not
te disclose nur hearts to those who shut up theirs from us,”

“There 1s no trial of a true friend but in cases of difliculty, as
loss, trouble, or danger; for that is the time of distinguishing what
aman does for my sake, and what for his own.”
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“We ought to be more solicitous to avoid enemies, than to gain
Jriends : by rcuson that the opportunitics of doing mischicf are gene-
rally more frequent than those of doing good.”

“ A prudent friend eases many troubles, whercas, one who is not
#, multiplics and increascs them.”

“ A forwardness to oblige is a great grace upon a kindness, and
doubles the intrinsick worth : in these cases, that which is done with
pleasure, is always received so.”

“The hest friendship, is to prevent a request and never put a man
to the confusion of asking. To ask, is a word that lies heavily on the
tongue, and cannot well be attered, but with a dejected counfenance.
We should, therefore, strive to meet our friend m lus wishes, 1t we
cannot prevent him,”

“With three sorts of people it is not prudence to contract friend-
ship, mz., the ungrateful man, the blab, and the coward, the first
caupot set a trae value on our favours, the sceond cannot keep onr
sectets, and the third dares ot vindieate our lionour.”

“There is not anythimg cats v fitendship, sooncr than concealed
grudges.  Though reason ot fiyst produces opinion, yet opimon, after,
seduces reason.  Conceits of unhinduess harboured and believed, will
work cven a steady love to hatred.  And therefore reserved disposi-
tions, as they are the best keepers of secrets, so they are the
worst increasers of love, Between fricad. it cannot be, lut dis-
courtesics  will appeas, though not intended by a willing aet, yet
so taken by a wrong suspeet ; which smothaed m silenee, -
crease dady to a gieat distaste, hut revealed once in a frendly
manuner, oft imcet with that satistuction, which doth, in the dis-
closure, banish them.”

These arc among the hest remarks we have noted on
this very fiuitful theme, which has been treated eariy as
often and as copiously as its kindred one, Love.

Friendship is not a mere sentiment, but a habit also
it generally arises out of frequent intercourse, which be-
gets a mutual dependence. The sympathies are gradually
formed, and, even with no very lively regard on cither
side, they create a predisposition or certain alacrity for
mutual service. We rarely have the original choice of
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fiiends : they are, perhaps, in most cases, the offspring of
position, accidental relations, factitious or natural sym-
pathics, operating at a distance as well as near. It is not
often.that we have the power of obeying the precept to
make a good choice, though we may he able to avoid or
abandon a bad association.

Somctimes there is real, warm aflection, without the
ties of affinity or consanguinity ; and then, as that feeling
rarely or ever subsists in a sclfish nature, all the beneficial
agency of the sentiment may he expected.  Its action is
like that of instinet, and its momentum f{reyuently as
strong as that of Love,

Less of this virtue and blessing of Friendship is found,
we think, in the United States than in Furope ; and this
deficiency may be ascribed to varvious causes,—such as,
the more eager and successful pursuit of moncey, by
all cJasses—the comparative independence of men on cach
other, from the comparative facility of procuring subsis-
tence—the gencral practice of marrying eavly, so that
interest and means are absorbed at home, and so forth.
The common philosophy s that which Cicero asceribes to
some sophists, ¢ Partim fugiendas esse ninias amicitias,
ne neceesse fit unum sollicitum esse pro pluribus : satis
supergue esse sibi suarum cuique rernm alichis nimis im-
plicari  molestum  esse;  commodissimum  esse, quam
laxissimas habenas habere amicitie; quas vel adducas
cum velis, vel remiittas, caput enim esse ad beale vivendum

»

securitalem.”

Let nc one count upon having made many friends as
auxiliaries in distress. The fable of the Hare is a just
inastration.  Tlappy and rarely fortunate is he who has
egamed a few that will deteet and shave his difficulties,
that will not fuil bim when he needs aid, protection and

comsel—not bring reproach or reproof instead of sym-
5 *
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pathy and succour, not shrink from his cause, when some
risk, trouble or positive sacrifices are to be incurred. An
elegant writer observes—

« “A great variety of circumstances must concur, to form afd ce-
ment this union, and these are of a nature so cxceedingly contingent
and fortuitous, that they are frequently never realized m the course
of the longest life. Indeed, they so rarely meet together, that what a
sagacious observer of mankind remarks concerning love, holds equally
truc 1n respect to friendship : 1l est du veritable comme de Pappuari-
tion des esprits ; tout le monde en parle, maws peu de gens Uont vu.”

In taking the sacred title of friend, if we should not be,
willing to adopt the rule, * right or wrong,” like (‘ommo-
dore Decatur’s toast for his country, at least we should
always first assume that the person to whoni we profess
to be attached is upright and sincere, in every emergency.
Those who appear to be whole, and yet arve but half
friends, who fear to commit themselves—to take part in
any contest, may do more harm than service.  livery
little coneession which they make against you, every ap-
pearance of doubt and distiust, every contiaction of the
brow and significant regret, operates doubly o your
disadvantage. A known eneny’s opiion would not be
so prejudicial.  # Thou disease of a friend, and not him-
self.”

The uses of a {riend arc as many and more than the
good offices which cun be performed by proxy. ¢ Amici-
tia res plurimas continet. quoguo te verteris, praesto cst,
nullo loco excluditur, numguam intempestiva, nunqguam
molesta est.  Itaque non aqua, non igni, ut aiunt, pluribus
locis utimur, quam amicitia.”  (CreLro.)

‘What cannot be done by ourselves alone, nor done ex-
cept jointly—what is deficient in our means or power—
what our f=clings or interests do not allow us to judge
surely or carry through discrectly—all falis within that
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kind agency. Rights, wrongs, controversies, domestic
difficulties, mistakes, arrangements of scentiment or pro-
perty, private and public claims, the vindication of charac-
ter and merits, the success of enterprises, belong often to
the same province. Every one has felt, at one time or
other. the uscfulness, either by the want or enjoyment, of
friendship. .

A friend known to he acting for you, may do much that
you conld not manage yomself, just as it is seen that a
man may say under a mask safely, and with confidence
and seceming propriety, what he could not utfer without
it. Lord Bacon has presented this topic with his usual
felicity.

“The last {ruit of friendship is Itke the pomegranate, {ull of many
kernels: ITinean aid and bearmg a part in all actions and occasions.
[Tere the best way to represent to ife the manifold use of fitendship
is to cast and see how many things there are which a man cannot do
himselt’; and then it will appear that 1t was a sparing speech of the
ancients to ~ay, *that o friend is another nmselt’s” for that a fuiend
is far more than hanselfl - Men have thar time, and die many times
i desire of sone things which they piincipally take to heart; the
bestowing ol” a child, the finishing of a work, or the hke.

«If a man have a true friend, he may rest almost secure that the
care of those things will continue after hun; so that @ man hath, as
it were, two lives an lus desires. A man hath a body, and that body
is confined to a place ; but where friendship is, all oflices of hife are,
as 1t were, granted to im and his deputy ; for he may eaercise them
by his friend.  How many things are there which a man cannot with
any fice or comehness say or do himself? A man can scaree allege
his own meints with modesty, much less extol them; a man cannot
somctimes brock to supplicate or beg ; and a number of the like:
but all these things arc graceful in a friend’s month, which are
blushing 1 a an’s own. So again a man’s person hath many
proper relations which he cannot put off. A man cannot speak
to his son hut as a father; to his wife but as a husband; to his
enemy but upon terins: whereas a friend may speak as the case
requires and not as it sorteth with the person.”



52 DIDACTICS.

The female world is subject to warm attachments of
friendship, with each other, sometiines very dangerous—
often susceptible of much excellence and delight. In
married life such attachments are more inconvenient and
more rare than in single. Parents, guardians, and
teachers should look with particular care to the inti-
macies which girls and boys severally contract. Cha-
racter and lot throughout exisfence may be determined
by them. They constitute cither one of the chief perils or
chief advantages of public cducation. The following
remarks of Dr. Adam Smith are applicable to youth
particularly.

“The natural disposition to accommodate and to assimilate, as
much as we can, our own sentiments, principles, and feclings, to
those which we sec fixed and rooted in the persons whom we are
obliged to live and converse a great deal with, is the cause of the
cortagious cflects of both good and bad company. The person whao
associates chicfly with the wise and the virtuous, though he may not
himsclf become cither wise or virtuous, cannot help concciving a
certain respeet at least for wisdum and virtue; and the man who
associafes chicfly with the profligate and the dissolute, though he
may not himsell’ become profligate and dissolute, must soon lose, at

least, all lus original abhorrence of profligacy and dissolution of
o 77

manners.

Different kinds of Friendship, so called.—The social ;
the professional; that of relationship ; that of boon com-
panions; tMat of business or trade; that of sodalities;
that between the different sexes; that of comunon poli-
tics; that of desperadoes and adventurers handed for
whatever licentious purpose; and other varietics which
we nced not specily.  Friendship, among the leaders of
political partics, whether in or out of power, is geucrally
close, strenuous and active, in a superior degree, but it
has not the stability of the merely personal. Ii yields
efisil_v to temptations of interest, suggestions of jealousy,
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and sudden disgusts, and when dissolved, mutual rancour
is apt to ensue, productive sometimes of great public
evil. Melmoth, in his beautiful and rich notes to Cicero's
Lalius, relates, as follows, a remarkable ancient case.

* The casy dissolution of that cement by which worldly ainitics are
held together, may hedbme a matter of serious reflection, when the
unton is scparated between men, whose station and talents give them
a powerful fluence over the public affurs of a commonwealth.
There is a memotable mstanee to this purpose, in Roman story.

“An irrcparable breach was made in the intimaey of' M. Livius
Drusus and Q. Servilius Ciepio, troin no higher a cause than cach
persisting 1o bid against the other, for o curious ring at a public aue-
tion ; yet this paltry object of contention, kindled between these two
friends, (hoth of them men of considerable rank and weight in the
repablic,) an cumity that contributed, in ity consequences, to the
breaking out of the war hetween Rome and her ltalian Allies : inthe
conrse of whieh, no less than thiee hundied thousand lives perished

i baltle ™

Chapters might be written upon  the  distinguishing
traits, duties, influences and results of the sev®ral kinds
of Iriendship. It is not our purpose to treat them in de-
tail.

We doubt the applicability of the term to any infima-
cies, which are not attended by mutual esteemy; there
may be strong liking, a personal fondness, an esprit de
corps, or a conventional point of honour; but the only
firm cement is respect. Let us quote Dr. Smith again on
this interesting head :

“ Of all attachments to an individual, that which is founded alto-
gether upon csteem and approbation of his good conduct and beha-
viour, confinned by much expericnce and long acquaintance, is, hy
far the most resper table.  Such friend<hips, arising not trom a con-
straed syaprthy, not from a sympathy which hus been assumed
wnd rendered habitial for the sake of convenicnce and accommoda-
ton; but fiom a natural sympathy, from an involuntary feeling that
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the persons to whom we attach ourselves are the natural and proper
ohjects of esteem and approbation, can exist only among men of
virtue. Men of virtuc only can feel that entire confidence in the
eunduct and behaviour of one auother, which can, at all times, assure
*them that they can never cither offend or be offended by one another.
Vice is always capricious, virtue only is regular and orderly.”

“Such friendships necd not be confined % a single person, but
may safely embrace ull the wise and virtuous, with whom we have
been long and intimately acquainted, and upon whose wisdom and
virtue we can, upon that account, entirely depend.”

As for the friendship so called, between the dissolute
or criminal, it is but fellowship in vice, and rarely holds
out against temptation and passion, to which such fellow-
ship is most liable. Hence the treachery among the
wicked, of which we read and sce so much. When
moral restraints and truly gencrous impulses do not pre-
vail, sclfishness and the malig)lant cmotions render all
union and faith exceedingly precarious. In politics every
country Jas abundantly exemplified the truth of Cicero’s
aphorism— Quod inter bonos umicitia, inter malos, fac-
tio est.”

There is too mmich ground, in human nature, for the
Spanish precept—¢ Live with your friends as if they were
to be ofte day your cnemics.” What a differcnee between
mere civilities, and acts of real friendship; how casy to
obtain the former, and at times how hard to get the other!

The uncertainty of friendship proceeds, in most in-
stances from-the nature of its foundation aad its usual
objects:—the frequency of its failure should teach us
the importance of self-reliance, of putting oursclves in a
situation to escape without ruin, if we should be betrayed
or disappointed. .

_ Bvery man, according to the Stoics, is first and princi-
ﬁﬁ\lly recommended to his own care. Not selfishness, but
prudence, is the common law, Shakspeare’s  Timon of
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Athens—one of the ablest productions of that matchless
genius—conveys the most impressive lessons. Let us,
.however,, avoid both extremes of imprbvidént ‘trust and
desperate misanthropy, and be careful to follow the coun-
sel of old Polonius— »
“The friends thou hast, and their adoption tried,
Grapple them to thy soul with hooks of steel,”

The discussions in books, from the works of Aristotle,
downwards, concerning the nature, duties, and delights
of Friendship, are so numerous that special reference to
opinion and authority would be difficult or idle from super-
abundance,. Whether the sentiment be innate or adventi-
tious, founded in nature or utility, is a point much debated.
Cicero contended that it is an original, indestructible
principle ; and he pointed to its prevalence even through-
out the animal kingdon.. ¢ Si utilitas amicitias congluti-
naret, cadem commutata dissolveret. Sed quia natura
mutari non potest, idcirco vere amicitiz sempiterna
sunt.” We have quoted thrice from Tully’s ¢ Lalius” be-
cause it is the most elevated and pregnant of all the tracts
on this subject. Every classical scholar has, no doubt,

.read it more than once; and to every student we recom-
mend, on account of the notes, the edition which we use,
—that of the worthy Joannes Georgius Lenz, Henneber-
gensis.  Middleton’s notice of this treatisc may scrve to
attract American attention to it, more strongly—

“This is written in dialogue, the chicf speaker of which is Lelius ;
who, 1 a conversation with his two sons-in-law, Fannius and Sce-
vola, upon the death of P. Scipio, and the memorable fricndship that
had subsisted between them, took oecasion, at their desire, to explain

to thein of the nature and bencefits of truc fricndship. Scwovola, who
lived to a great age, and loved to retail his old storics to his scholars,

uscd to relate to them, with plcasure, all the particulars of this dia-

logue, which Ciccro, having committed to his memory, dressed up
aflerwards in his owmmanner into the present form.”
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“Thus this agreeable book, which, when considered cniy as an
invention or cssay, is one of the most entertaining picces in antiquity,
must needs affcet us more warmly, when it is found at last to be a

, history, or a picture drawn from the life, exhihiting the real charac-
ters and sentiments of the best and greatest men of Rome.”

Not a few of the finest exz'tmp]es of heroic virtue which
the ancient authors, philosophers, poets, and historians,
have furnished in their best manner, are illustrations of
the force and beauty of this tic :—Thescus and Pirithous,
Jonathan and David, Achilles and Patroclus, Orestes and
Pylades, Damon and Pythiag, Nisus and Kuryalus,
Epaminondas and Pelopidas, &c.

Friendship was among the allegorical divinitics of the
Greeks an'l’ Romans, and indeed of most of the Fastern
nations likewise, Let us see, in a French delincation,
how the Goddess was imaged.

« Chez les Grees, ses statues étaient vétues d’unc robe agratiec,
avaicnt la téle nue ct la poitrine decouverte jusqu’ a Pendroit dn
ceur, ot clle portait Ia main droite, embrassant de ln ganche un
ormeau sce, aulour duquel croissait une vigne chargée de raismns.
Les derniers Pesptimaient par un embleme dont on nous a con-
serve la deseription.  C’ctoid une belle fille, simplement vétue d'une
robe blanche, la gorge a moitic nue, couronnée de mythe ct ae flenrs
de grenadicr entrclaces, avee ces mots sur le fiont: Hivey o i, La
frange de sa tunique poitait ces deux anires: Ja mord ef fa v,
Dc la main droite elle montrait son edte ouvert jusqulau cu ue. on
y lisait: De pres et de lin. On la peignoit anssi les preds ands,
parceqw’il w’est point d’incommudite qu'un veritable ami ne hrave
pour lc service de son ami.”

*« Lamitié sc forme avee le temps, pdr Pestime ; par la convenance
des meeurs, et par la syinpathic de humeur; elle s¢ propose cette
doucenr de Ja vie qui sc trouve dans un commeree s, dans une con-
fiance bien placie, et dans u ¢ ressource assfirce de con~olation ot
d’appui au besoin, Sa conduite v’a rien dont on puissc rouy i sey
licns sont gracicux ; sa manifestation est heroique.”

«Le temps, qui ruine tont, fortific Pamtic : clle n’a’ gudre d'autic
terme que le tombcau, qui n’empéche pas méme que la personue qu
ne peut plus la sentir, ne puisse continucr d’en étre Pobjet tont que
son ami Jui survit.”
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WINTER.

)

A «driving snow storm” rages. The weather, too, is
intensely cold. It is Winter, indeed, “ reigning tremen-
dous o’er the conquer’d year,” and reminding the fortunate
that even in a prosperous city, there are indigence, destitu-
tion, cven houscless misery, to be found and relieved, The
true spitit of benevolence is most active, when its exer-
tions can be most efficacious. In looking forth we may
shudder when we reflect how many must suffer all the
fury and bleakness of the day,—how many experience
severe privation and loss fiom inability to face its terrors,
—and what the dangeis and the trigls of those who ap-
proach or navigate our coasts, on a * tempest-troubled
deep.”” with icy cordage and a hurricanc of sleet. The
batk now stiuggles against all the elements—against
wmds, waves, snows and rocks. Miss Landon has been
particularly happy n describing some of the fearful traits
of a destiuctive gale :—

.
It pauses to gather its fearful breath,

And lifts up 1ts voice like the angcl of dcath—

And the billows loap up when the summons they hear,
And the ship flics away us 1f winged with fear.

And the uncouth crcatures that dwell an the deep,

Statt up at the sound from their floating sleep,

And carcer through the water, like clouds through the night,
To share 1a the tumult, their jov and dclight:

And when the moon rises, the ship is no more,

Its joys and its sorrows are vanish’d and o’er,

And the ficree storm that sley it has faded away

Like the dark dream that flies from the light of the day.”

Such an aspect of the skies and earth as we witness,
Livites the domestic circle, moreover, to double gordiality
of mtercourse and joint thankfulness to Providence for

\OL. L 6
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comparative security and comfort. Another contemporary
poet has beautifully said :—

“ Though boundless snows the withered heath deform,
« And the dim sun scarcec wanders through the storm;

Yet shall the smile of social love repay

With mental light the mclancholy day.”

It is a scason to think of promoting not merely the
general welfare of those around us, but their particular
and detailed happiness; to resolve fondly and fixedly to
let all harsh sentiments, unkind puiposes and angry
phrases dic within us as the murmurs do in the sea-shells.
Feeling ; looks; speech; motion; are all to be strictly
guarded, lest they express that which tends to produce
an atgosphere near the very fire-side, almost as chilling
and withering as the air without, and to leave impressions
or traces which can never be cffuced like those of external
nature.

When death strikes at home—when a relatiye or com-
paniorr goes to the tomb,—nothing consoles the survivor
so much, as the recollection of a constant kindliness of
deed and word and manner,—an invariable restraint of
temper and selflove, towards the deceased. Selfreproach
may be the worst and most darable souvee of regret and
sorrow, even when much affection has been entertained
and duty gencrally performed.  Washington Irving has
illustrated this truth,—too often and widely neglected,—
with exquisite pathbos in one of his tales. He tells that
memory will be more fresh and jmportunate, when the
near and tender ties of life bave been broken, in recailing
to the mourner the merits which may not have been daly
and steadily appreciated—the perverseness, the injustice,
the severity shown,—the sallics of anger or ill-humour,—
than the main regard, and the benevolent intentions
cherished, or the good offices done at intervals of happy
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sunshine, or in the absence of every provocative to um-
brage or spleen.

WINTER aND CHaRITY.—Public calls are made upon the
charity of those who can afford alms to 8ur own suffer-
ing poor; to the necessitous who live within our com-
munity, who “bow Dbefore the same altars,” minister to
our many wants, and are immediately thrown on our
bounty by Divine Providence. This is no appeal to
vanity—no imposition on credulity—but a claim upon an
unquestionable duty, an incitement to unequivocal benefi-
cence—a channel opened to our hearts for the tears of the
destitute widow, the cries of gge fumishing orphan, the
groans of honest industry, wholly abortive in its attempts
or piteously deficient in its gains.  Assistance is invoked
against the unusual inclemency of the season, for' which
no humble labour could be fully prepared; in behalf of
wretchedness that does not stalk abroad or raise an im-
portunate lament, but shrinks forlorn in the hovel or the
chamber, from the public glance; cowers in sad silence
over the last embers on the hearth; and hails succour
when it comes, with the blush of decent pride and the
gratitude of diffident merit.

There is much of this species of truly compassionable
and severe distress, which may be discovered without
extraordinary pains, and assuaged withont beavy dis-
bursements ; and the mitigation of which will open—
as the poet says of charity in gencral—¢a little hcaven”
in the breast of cach reliever and each sufferer relieved.
We recognize a special efficiency and a special dignity, in
the concert of many sympathetic hearts, and open hands,.
pouring as it were a tide cf comparative happiness within
their own proximate and proper sphere of action. Its
generous enthusiasm is not vainly romantic; its operation
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is palpably sure; itis an exercise of the social obligations
and affections which is followed by an immediate harvest,
which, while it refines and strengthens the municipal or
local spirit, cohtributes to the good of the whole ‘country
or world, upon the principle that if cach community or
each individual were to perform duly the task allotted by
Providence to cach, the aggregate of prosperity or bless-
ings, the sum of success, would be the greater or at the
maximum. The application of charity has been well
compared to the division of labour in a large and com-
plicated system.

The severity of the seggon, is the visitation of God ; and
it scems to be a part of the ovdination of the human
world, as he has constituted things in his wisdom and
goodness, that those whom he lias Blessed with abundant
means should heal in part the evils which he allows to fall
on others ;—should serve as auxiliaries and ministers of
his ultimate mercies. He has endowed our race with the
principle of benevolence, so that the gratification of it
reacts most pleasurably, and ifs exercise secms indispen.
sable for the exccllence and felicity of our nature.  One
great purpose of society is to furnish opportunities of mu-
tual aid and support :—to improve those opportunities is
to strengthen all the social bonds, to employ and heighten
a salutary, genial instinct to conform to the original tem-
perament of the moral frame.

We do not dwell upon the clear and positive injunc-
tions of revealed religion, and the lessons of divine exam-
ple, in this respret ;—charity is a tenet likewise of natural
theology, as it is of the more general philosophy of man;
—the movements and relations of liberal and grateful
sympathy, arc primary propertics, which refine and ex-
pand with the progress of reason and civilization, The
philosophical poet, Akenside, in the sccond bonk of the
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Pleasures of the lmagination, has splendidly discussed
the pain and pleasure incident to compassion.

CaristmMas.—Sordid malevolence directing usurped
power, too often traverses and mars the bounties of
heaven and the creations of human wisdom: divine
dispensations of good are frustrated or abridged by
man’s folly and passion. This would seem to be the
history of all human affairs. Let us think, now, only
of alleviating the effects of a sad vicissitude—of tem-
pering for ourselves what may be relatively dark and
precarious.  The truly Christian and pious can have no
difficulty in this work. With régard to themselves, their
content and security are uniform—

“Religion! Providence! an after state!
Here is a firm footing ! here is solid rock !
T'his can support us! all is sea besides, .
Sinks under us, bestorms, and then devours.
Inis hand the good man fastens on the skies,
And bids carth roll, nor feels her wdle whirl”?

Young, the. greatest of moral instructers among the
poets, has given no truer lesson than this; none which
the possessors of rank, power or weulth have had more
occasion to feel.  He has expressed also, the peculiar in-
spirations of this scason—or, what should be such—chari-
table sympathy, mutual good will—preference of mild and
generous emotions to the gratification of any of the im-
pulses of sellish cupidity and fear.  The Gospel breathes
or enjoins that hnmanity be made the minister of merciful
Providence; that wealth in the gross and hoarded, is dis-
grace and death; but when diffused, honour and life—
when well-dispersed, “incense to the skies.,” To be
Christians, the creditor must now be doubly liberal with
his debtor; the friend more fice in his aid ; the charitable
more ready and expansive in the distribution of their

6 * . .



62 DIDACTICS.

means. The poor are suddenly multiplied and the pinches
of indigence aggravated ;—numbers of worthy citizens
are reduced to severe and unexpected straits ;—cvery
increase of these evils threatens all others with some
serious disadvantage or loss. General forbearance, then,
on the part of the more prosperous; some voluntary pri-
vations or sacrifices ; a concert of public-spirited and phi-
lanthropic efforts; the renunciation of mere prejudices
and party-tics ; these are the true expedients of relief and
the dutics of this critical juncture. Let sclf-love be pushed
or yielded to social—a considerate mood prevail wherever
and in,whatever form claims shall be made.  When pleas
for indulgence or succour are real—when they have been
rendered necessary by abrupt cimbarrassment and misfor-
tune—when lenity or generosity may avert ulterior loss
or final ruin—no good and wisc man will hesitate to com-
ply with the times.

In regard to individual and family comfort, there is an
infallible rule :—resolutely to smooth the brow ; to reject
sombre ideas and anticipations; to allow '3111 amuscement
and expense that is compatible with duwly and common
prudence. It is well, not merely to kindle the fire in the
hearth, and defeat the inclemencies and glooms of the
external sky, but to make the heart and countenance
glow and brighten until the $ast of thouzht loxes all pale-
ness and wrinkle.  In some of the old treatises on hodily
Health, an occasional debauch is recommended as a use-
ful trial and seasoning of the constitution.  We Jdistrust
this doctrine; but are inclined to something like it os re-
spects mind and spirits. A certain or absolute reckless-
ness in a particular season and for a given time, may be
salutary for the whole moral being—a determination to
banish all care and sorrow, and make the most of every
resource of innocent joy—to look with complacency upon
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everything and every body about you, thus refreshing
yourself fully, and bracing the soul to meet again the
hazards,.temults and afflictions abroad. All this is so
frequently done with impunity at least, if not witl
positive and permanent benefit, that we might pronounce
it to be agrecable to nature and rcason. We have quoted
the religious philosophy of onec high poet—it is allowable
to cite the lighter theory and precept of another.
“What then remains but well our power to use,
And keep good humour still, whate'er we lose ?

And trust me, dear, good humour cun prevail,
When airs and flights and scrcams und scolding fail,”

Our whole country will be the better for a good-hu-
woured. merry Christmas, marked by a temper of acknow-
ledgment to God fur the manifold blessings which remain
untouched, by an open-handed integrity and kindness—a
day’s oblivion at least of all bunks and brokers, politics, and
polemies, cabinets and congresses, and an utter neglect
of the concerns of the “money market” for those of a
much more palatable and fruitful one, the gastronomical
—the counsels of Dr. Kitchener and the mandates of the
Temperance Societics  being, however,s always duly
remembered and observed.

CnristMas acaiN.—I{ we possessed room, we should
expatiate on the memento which Christmas affords rela-
tively to the culture and value of fhe social and domnestic
affcctions, and the comparative insignificance, for private
happiness, of all that is beyond them and competeney.
They constitute the best alleviation of straitened or penu-
rious circunmstances; of. external disappointments or
calamitics y—1he true indemnity for the physical ills to
wlnch flesh is heir, and for the solicitude and chagrin
which are unavoidable in the business of the world. To
be fully ripened and cnjoyed, however, they require con-
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stant selfwatchfulness and control,—studious mutual
forbearance,~frequent reflection upon our own infirmi-
ties or foibles, and upon the substantial merits -and just
tlaims of those with whom we live.

What are commonly deemed the chief goods or main
advantages of condition, are too often marred by petu-
lance, irritability, causeless or inordinate antipathies or
jealousies: the domestic horizon is idly and miserably
darkened, when it might be doubly irradiated,—when
the sympathies and charities, being earnestly and unre-
mittingly cherished, would render home, and the house
‘of the neighbour or the friend, a scene of mild or vivid
delight. We sometimes measure the obligations of others
to us, by all that we would have done to them in the
abundance of our good-will. rather than by what we have
actually performed for them:; we become unreasonable,
therefore, in our expectations of acknowledgment, or
cxceed their measure of the amount due.  Social and
domestic life should be regarded as a constant com-
promise—and a generous reciprocation of favours and
feclings—all tending to strengthen ties of kindred and
humanity. If the figure were not so bold, we should
style the milk of human kindness the element of the true
Christian and the true philosopher. Meve sclfishness
should avoid the angry or malignant passions, the ficrce
competitions, the petty discords and frets, as more de-
structive of its ends than any possible interchange of
benevolent sentiment, or paiticipation of orditary plea-
sure or advantage. 'This is a season, too, when peenliar
gratification may be derived from enhancing the joys of
« the blest hour of childhood,” and mitigating the oiiefs
of: indigence. Every tender emotion of the heart, and
every liberal expansion of the hand, have their ample re-
ward.
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EDUCATION.

Tue first oblications of every community are the cul-
ture of the moral and intellectual faculties which it con-,
tains, the just direstion of the affections and passions of
youth,—the repression of the evil and the developement
of the good dispositions which are universal with human
nature, and upon which the character and fate of each
community depend. There is a solemn responsibility for
the neglect of any kind or degree of improvement which
is practicable; for cvery waste or perversion of the
powers ol happiness and refinement, which might have
been prevented. It is not a visionary doctrine that the
duration of public prosperity depends upon the integrity
of public manners ;—that knowledge and virtue become
to a people the surest preservatives against both internal
decay and external violenee; that the proofs of a Provi-
dence chastising national delinguency with misery, weak-
ness, and dishonour, are seen in the records of experience
cven more distinetly than his visitations upon individuals
and private life. A great writer has uttered the following
truthis, to which every culightened observer will at once
assent ;—

“Where education has been entirely neglected or improperly
managed, we sce the worst passions ruling with uncontrolled and
meessant sway. Good sense degenerates into cralt, and anger rankles
into malignity, Restramnt, which is thought most salutary, comes
too late, and the most judicious admonitions arc urged in vain. No
metaphysigal subtletics, no abstruse rescarches into the mental con-
stitution of man, no cnlarged and accurate acquaintance with the
manners of the world, are necessary to inform us of thesc dismal
consequences. They are to be seen in our families and in our streets.
V-ofine swearing. lewd conversation, a contempt of order and de-
corum, a perverse and pernicious resistance to authority, shameless
debauchery und tumultuous riot, swell the hateful catalogue. If in
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the presence of ignorant and illiterate men, we insist on the beauty
of a peaceful and innocent behaviour, we speak a language which the
stupid cannot understand nor the obdurate feel. If we expatiate on
the sanctions of rcligion, and the triumphs of an applauding con-
o science, are we not more than suspected of retailing either the cant
of hypocrites or the jargon of enthusiasts? Coercions of the scverest
kind are then requisite to keep men back from rushing into the most
flagrant ciimes, and the decds of virtue are so choked and over-
whelmed, that no reasoning however just, no expostulation however
earnest, no acts of kindness however tender, can restore them to their
natural rigour, !”

In ordinary instances, external education—the lessons
and discipline of learned men and institutions,—are to the
mind and character, what the talents, studies and chisel
of the sculptor are to the block which he fashions—what
the artists and machinery in a manufactory are to the
raw material.  The fine and clegant pieces of workman-
ship are not to be esteemed less than the coarse ; and for
the most part they are as serviceable when rightly appre-
ciated and used, while they adorn and dignify onr persons,
dwellings, and all the operations and scenes of fully
civilized life.

A plain, practical man is never to be contemned nor
undervalued as such; but where the scientifie, classical,
or gencrally instructed and accomplished one has no
honour nor preference, the country is thereby only proved
to be deficient in the ingredients, and behind-hand in the
sentiments and aftainments, which constitute the loftiest
national standard and most embellish and ennoble human
nature. T'e former must be the most conngon cvery
where ; he belongs to the common business of life; he
travels as surely within the circle of sound and religious
morals and domestic and social affections; but the other
is fittest for various spheres of indispensable importance
in the whole of a well-ordered commonwealth.
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A man self-educated is unquestionably superior to one
uneducated—all other things being equal.

It is an old and sound remark, that government cannot
provide for the necessities of the People ;—that it is they
who maintain the government, and not the latter ‘the
People. Education may be among their necessities; but
it is one of that description which the statc or national
councils cannot supply, except partially and in a limited
degrec. They may endow public schools for the indigent,
and colleges for the most conﬁprelwnsi\'o and cd‘stly scheme
of instruction. To ereate or sustain seminaries for the
tuition of all classes,—to digest and regulate systems,—
to adjust and manage details,—to render a multitude
of schools ¢ffective,—is beyond their provinee and power.
Education in general must be the work of the intelligence,
need, and enterprise of individuals and associations. At
present, in nearly all the most populous parts of the
United States, it is attainable for nearly all the inhabi-
tants; it is comparatively cheap, and if not the best
possible, it is susceptible of improvement and likely to be
advanced.  Its prpgress and wider diffusion will depend,
not upon government, but on the public spirit, information,
liberality, and training of the citizens themselves, who
may appreciate duly the value of the object as a national
goond, and as a personal benefit for their children.  Some
of the writers about universal public instruction and dis-
cipline, scem to forget the constitution of modern society,
and declaim as if our communities could receive institu-
tions or habits like those of Sparta.

Proficiency in anything depends not merely upon the
plan and qualifications of th2 teacher, hut on the faculties,
di- position, and habits of the pupil. The best teachers
fuil incvitably with some pupils; and the blame is often
deserved by parents who do not send their children
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regularly to school, who indulge them with absences and
dissipation, and often expect more from the teuchers or
heads of seminaries than is possible. Dullness of,particular
Jkinds baffles any method or degree of zeal; sloth some-
‘times proves incorrigible; cxtreme diffidence is a serious
impediment ; and frequent opportunity of distraction
renders all efforts on the part of the master fruitless.
In ancient Greece and Rome, public praises and other
honours were bestowed on ‘thc teachers of cminent citi-
zens :——-such as excelled in their vocation were treated as
public benefactors.  Xenophon, Seneca and Cicero may
be consulted on this head: their testimony to the impor-
tance and dignity of the character of an able instructer
of.youth is most emphatic. We could wish to draw to
it, in our country, all estcem and repute; and the classical
teacher is not secondary i the order. We rarely take
into our hands an elaborate ¢ Congressional” report or
speech, without having occasion to remark and lament
the imperfectness of the classical education of the authors.
They are, too often, wholly wanting in the grace, correct-
ness, method, illustration, and poignancy which familiarity
with classical models, or the belles lettres, could not fail
to prbducn. Pitt, Fox and Canning were not the less
efficient as debaters and men of business, for being ripe
scholarg, fond of displaying the fiuits of their carly
studies. ,

NOTLS 'TOUCHING NLW PLANS OF' PUBLIC EDUC \(ION.

No persons should undertake to proscribe a scheme of
public instruction, except such as have qualified them-
selyes, by their own studies, or by extensive investization
of facts and authority, to decide upon the respective and
aggregate value of the different branches of knowledge ;
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and, being without any bias of personal interest or design,
look, not less to thc common weal, than to the benefit of
particular orders. )

To estimate duly the relative utility of classical and any
other species of instruction, for boys from the age of eight
to twelve or fourteen, of whatever class of society, it is
requisite to know well the nature of classical study, its
effects upon the mind, and the results of experience and
state of authoritative opinion; and equally, how far the
other species is practicable, or efficacious, or preferable in
the judegment of enlightened observers and experienced
teachers.

When 1t is attempted to provide a plan of education, for
those classes of the community who cannot aflord for
their sons, cither the money or the time required under
the present collegiate or university system, it should he
an object to procure for them, if possible, all the advan-
tages which the 11ich possess by that <ystem, and likewise
what 15 absolutely best. 'To place all vespectable parents
npon an cquality as to the means of enlarging, invigorating
and 1efinme the gmlds of their ¢children, and thus enabling
themn to 1cach the emment stations in society; and to
bring the children of all into contact and*iberal competi-
tion, would be in the closest confoinuty with the genius
and ends of our 1epublican institution,

It under the system above-mentioned, « the opm"ntive
classes” cannot compass the benefit of both classical and
scientdic 1nstruction for their childien, then the first care
and aim should be, to give them the opportunity of obtain-
ing either or both, according to circumstances. This duty
would be more palpable and urgent, supposing it to be the
« 1~ that, by iveterate custom or in reason, the profes-
sions of the law and physic, the ministiy of the gospel, and
the functions of legislation and government, ate reserved

VOL. L 7
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almost exclusively for the individuals who have been
initiated in the dead languages. The mechanic or opera-
tive might well say——+1 cannot consent to renounce so
much for my boys, without clear necessity—try whether

’ 'you cannot educate them either in thosc languages or in
the sciences, or both, according to their aptitude—if you
can, I have a right and obligation to exact from you the
most comprehensive plan-~their fature prosperity and
usefulness do not lic merely in the prosccution of my
trade or any other mechanical avt.”

Moreover, the country at large has a deep interest
possessing the greatest number of citizens switably cdu
cated to become her public servants or counsellors, and
to procure her higher glory and enjoyment. as divines,
jurists, orators, scholars and writers.  For this purpose,
all predominant tendeneies to excellence in whatever pur-
suit should be cultivated :——where 11 15 not indispensa-
ble to devote the child at once to a trade, s cenius
should have scope—his destiny remain open.

In the United States, “1he operative clisses” ard vene-
rally so thriving as to be able to pay for the instenction ol
their children, in a measure much Jareer than tho ¢ of
Europe. We ghould take advantace of this circunstance
to surpass Furope by the diffusion of Iiberad learmne as
well as science.

The liberal, comprehensive education of the miass ol
society, must produce due estimation and honouy for the
truly learned and amply informed; these will oam in
every respec , while the others will eseape a dareer ton
common—that of being dupes, or falling a prey to the
ignorant and presumptuous. Elevated purpeses, noble
sentiments, refined pursuits and accomplishments. will be
better understood and more appreciated.

The tendency to aristocracy in the professions and in
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social divisions cannot fail to be counteracted, or lessened,
by making more general—by extending to * the operative
classes,”—the means of vying with the nghest in the best
stores and tastes of mtellect. ' When you place the trades
upon a footmg with the professions, n elementary educal
tion,—when you enmable the formes to finnmish a full pro-
portion of quattbie d Cndidates for the Ttter ,—y ou dinnish
o1 destioy an @ estvaefie peeference, an mvidious claim
to ar(nlthl}j
On the othar Innd, when you m(luslum?ﬂy* separate
them mth ) nces md subiccts of mstyuction, leaving to
the prof siens u b e ach gananldly, what secures
o tdicmty o m b nfluence you azx v ate those evils,—
voucto e additon 1 occ ston for je dousy, estiangoment
nlvhease predar wons 1t s wedl obsavad, m a Re-
poct toonc of o\ co o leashitues, that schools, to
vinch ey oty 0 ption of cdoldien could he diawn, those
o el | v tthe, would produce the best state
bpoe o Y peblhicme equaty ol i competition
1 {url oy mob ot lnated mstyuction
Do thean nty whonavar a youth could be ascertamed
topo s s supaon tdents, he onghty, moorda {o do justice
ol o the prohicy to be tenstorred, fand thoroughly
' v bmd e b oy scnonaes the pubhc expense.
¢+ acd m tituchhHn no Joncer (xacts the tune, noy the
aovponse, 1o the oxdlusnve devotion, which are supposed
thrhue gonenlly attendaod 1t under the old methods, The
obwctions on that ground e 1emoved by the impiove-
mcits w the proccss—it may he unparted m a fow years,
it 15 pursncd with entne suecess on the monitorial plan,
by which mcms ats cost 1s greatly diminmished  and those
¢ unurmcnts m oother bianches, of which boyhood 15
¢ tpuble, may he simultancously made. Hugh Schools,
vrgamized as seveial are both in Europe and Amcrica,
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furnish an education comprising all that boys can be
beneficially taught. for seven dollars the quarter ; a sum
which most of our “operative classes” can afford; and
those schools, when well adnministered; attract equally the
other classes, by the excellence of their instruction.

Unless a college be munificently endowed by indivi-
duals, or the state, it cannot furnish a cheap education
except on the Lancasterian plan. Otherwise, if a large
number of pupils be desired, the teachers cannot be fow ;
and unless tg'ose be well paid, they will not be of the best
description. The Lancasterian method, is not, in all
branches, even of clementary instruction, absolutely the
best, but only so in several, innsmnch as it favowrs cheap-
ness. When the aim is to benefit ¢ the operative classes,”
particularly, the endeavour should be made to vender the
institution accessible to at least the majority of them ; and
of course a considerable concourse of papils must he hept
in view. Neither the systen of mere lectures, nor oeca-
sional attendance, nor incidental application, would an-
swer for boys, who cannot be veally faught unless they
be classed, catechised, and individually trained. It is
difficult to include in an ambitious scheme, the sons of
the humbler, poorer tradesmen, since, in general, they
must be set to work at an carly age.

In Europe, no institation, we believe, has ever been de-
vised or designated as a college for youth, “ unconnected
with the Greek and Latin.” In Great Diitain, several of
the colleges, and many of the classical schools were
founded or endowed by rich * citizens,” that is, merchants
or tradesmen, It was their object to procure for their
order the advantage of classical instruction, or to promote
generally what thcy'dcemcd the best discipline of the
youthful mind. To a participation in that discipline, it is
owing that so many individuals of the middling and ple-
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beian classes, as they are called in that kingdom, have
risen to an equality in station, and much more than an
equality of influence and fame, with the ¢ gentry” and
nobles. " If they had been excluded from classical instruc-
tion, they would have been lost to their country as states-
men, lawyers, theologians, professors, and the authors
of literary works, the sources of personal renown and
national_honour, and of improvement and delight to the
civilized world. °

In the monavchical countries, aristoeratic jealousy
kindles and strugeles at the mere proposition to enable
the middling and operative classes to obtain a liberal,
comprehensive education. Tlence the resistance to the
plan of the London University.  Henee, such language
as tlus, held hy =ome of the most able and zealous advo-
cates ol the clussical system generadly—« A classical
cducation may, indeed be dispensed  with in certain
case~.mn that, for instance, of the hoy who is to be trained
to a ~subordinate trade, or to some low and wechanical
cmployment, in which a refined taste and comprehensive
hnow ledee would divert his attention from his daily occu-
pation. 'The good of the community requires that there
shouid be grosser mnderstandings to fill sthe illiberal and
the servile station® of society.  Some of us must he hewers
ol wood and diawers of water.”  The patrician and aris-
toeratic orders in Inrope wonld gladly compromise with
the mechianieal, agreeing to hielp them to merely vernacu-
lur edueation, and the elements of mathematical and phy-
sical science, provided they would renounce all classical
instiuction, and adopt colleges *unconnccted with the
Cieek and Larin.”

For the sons of “the operative classes,” who are not
“iended for mechagieal pursuits,” it is not denied that
classical instruction would be the most eligible.  With

X
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regard to those who are thus intended, they will be
either from necessity, habit, or some other cause, gene-
rally apprenticed or put to the operative business, by the
age of fourteen or fiftcen. DBut, according to the opinion
of great authorities, the sciences cannot be successfully
taught to youth under that age. The higher branches of
the Mathematics, Natural Philosophy, Astronomy, Che-
mistry, Mincralogy, Political Economy, Jurisprudence,
are not suited to boyhood. Nothing more than a superfi-
cial or elementary knowledge of them, could he commu-
nicated ; and in the new plan of a College, «superficial
education in any branch of lJearning” is cxpressly
abjured.

Even under the old system of teaching the dead lan-
guages, with the early study of them was combined ade-
quate attention to writing, diawing, music, arithmetic,
English grammar, geography, and the prineiples of geone-
try. These branches of knowledge, and one or two
foreign languages, are now, in most of the Dritish and
French senminaries for boys, andin several of this coun-
try, effectually added to classical instiuction.  1f hoys be
not in general capable of acquiring the sciences,—to cm-
ploy their facultics and time, nothing better can be found
than the Latin and Greek. ‘

It is a received opinion among the best judges of the
question, that these languages would constitute a valuable
part of education, though they were to he applicd to no
_practical ulterior use.  They are decied the best instru-
ments of intellectual proficiency—they best excicise and
develope the powers of the child—they yield, not words
merely, but ideas and sentiments :—They can never be
an incumbrance or impediment for the mind of any one.
The Romans made the Greek, the first study of their
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children. We have the advantage of their admirable
tongue besides.

In plans of the colleges “ unconnected with the Greek
and Lafin,” in the same breath in which “the idea of
superficial instruction in any branch of learning” is ¢« de-
precated,” a complete English education is promised, in-
cluding Granumar, the Delles Lettres, and the art of
writing the Fnglish language correetly and perspicuously;
which ¢ essential hranches of knowledge” are to be « fully
taught.,”  Now, the Latin grammar is best adapted to
give a knowledge of grammar in general.  Dr, Beattie
iemirhs that no one who understands the subject will
allirm, that grammar may be learnt as perfectly from an
English or Freneh, as from a Latin or Greek grannar,
and he asseits that classical learning is necessary to
grammatical skill. We do not mean to intimate that the
Fnglish grammar should not be taught; bnt it is not
enouch to moke a thorough grammarian.

With respeet to Iinglish composition, some knowledge
of the dead languages is mdispensable to the proper and
full use of onr tongue. A large proportion of its polysyllabic
words ate of Latin or Greek extraction, Far the greater
part of the technical terms in every art *and science are
connected with the Gieek. It has been noted by an eru-
dite and clesant writer, that mere nglish scholars incur
areat danger of nusapplying words detived from the dead
languages ; and that false granunar and (alse orthography
very often disgrace their good sense and their knowledge
of facts, ’

We have noted the remark of CGlodwin,—which many
critics had alrrady made—that, in general, nothing is more
‘asy than to discover by a man’s style, whether he has
engoyved the advantages of a classical education. The
authors of the highest repute, in each of the principal
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modern tongues, have been, in almost every instance,
classical scholars. Tickel attributes the chief merits of
Addison’s diction to his having been first «fashioned by
the ancient modcls.” Blair says—« Without a considera-
ble acquaintance with the ancient classics, no man can be
reckoned a polite scholar; and he will want many aids
for writing and speaking well, which the knowledge of
such authors would afford him. Iam persuaded that in
proportion as the ancients are generally studied and ad-
mired, or are unknown and disregarded in any country,
good taste and good composition will flourish or decline.
None bhuat the ignorant or superficial undervalue them.”
The want of some, or a better, ¢lassical education, is one
at lecast, of the causes of that vicious style of oratory
which so many of our legislators and other public
speakers cmploy.,  We onzht not to allow the Iinglish
language to degenerate among us.  The move generally
we obtain a tnecture of the Greek and Latin, the more
safe will it be in its purity and dignity.

Rollin would have been truly astonished if he had
heard that the Belles Letires were ever to be «fully
taught” without connexion with the dead languages,  In
bhis famous treatise on the manner of {caching and study-
ing the Belles Lettres, he apologizes, as it were, (or not
having composed lus work in Latin. Nor did Blair
imagine the possibility of the thing, when e wrote the
title page of his « Leclures.”

We may hope that the multiplication of clas.acal semi-
naries, the ‘mproyement of colleges, the” enlarvement of
professional education, and other conducive changes
which are in progress, will finally advance and determine
the standard of merit and utility; since, whatever may
be the prevailing doctrines and general practice on this
side of the Atlantic, classical instruction is demonstrably
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the most cligible as a basis for the national mind and re-
putation. *It so happens,” says Dr. Parr, « that my own
reading cither in ancient or modern books, is not very
confined ; and the result of my observations is, that:.
classical learning enables men to lay the strongest and
broadest foundation for zeal and knowledge ; that it quali-
fies them in the best manner for the duties of public as
well as private life; that it prepaies them to advance with
*a firm and steady step, from the refinements of taste, to
the researches of philosophy 5 and above all, that in well-
stored and well-disciplmed minds it forms a mest eflectual
barrier against the encroachments of those delusive and
pernicions principies which have disturbed the repose,
and obstructed both the intelleetual and moral improve-
ment of the eivilized world.”  But we haye, on this head,
not merely the evidenee and authority of scholars of this
gicantiec fiume, and indeed of all who have been deeply
versed i the anaent languaces, orlong engaged in teach-
ing them,  There s, besides, emphittic testimony from
men who had tihen a most efficacious lead and passed the
greater part of their lives in the poltical and social
world, and who, having been elassieally educated, could
fuily judee by their double expetience. "'ius, Mackintosh,
Gremville, Burke, Tox, reciprocate the strain of Parr.
“lam carnest in my wish,” says Durke, ¢ that critical
crudition may live and flowmish : for, let persons of limited
conception think what they will of it, it has ever heen and
ever must bhe the first principle of a taste, not only
in the arts, but in life and in morals. If we have any
pridrity over our neighbours, it is in no small measure
owing to the early care w2 take with respect to classical
¢ tucation, which cannot be supplicd by the cultivation of
any other branch of learning, and which makes some
amends for many shocking defects in our system of train-
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ing our youth. It diffuses its influcnce over the society
at Jarge; it is enjoyed where it is not directly bestowed ;
and those feel its operations who do not know to what
_ihey owe the advantage they possess.” Charles James
Fox observes in onc of his letters o Parr—«If I had a
boy whom I wished to make a figure in public speaking,
I would recommend Euripides to him, morning, noon and
night, perhaps preferably to Homer and Virgil tinomsolvcs.”‘
A popular speaker with us might find it difficult to imagine
how excellence in his art could be connected with the
perusal of a Greck tragedian; yet the greatest of Duitish
parliamentary debaters practised vo affectuation, ind ex-
peeted to be at once understood, when hie expressed the
idea which we have just quoted, and when he referred
familiarly to Ilomer amd Virgil also, as manuals for the
youth ambitions of distinction in orutory.

Corroce Discireize—Trustees and parents must co-
operate with the heads of our colleges, or subordination
cannot be nmaintained in those institutions. Pupils are not
to be suflered to leave them at Lhcir pleasure. Their com-
plaints should indecd be heard, and redressed when well
founded, but should not he 1eceived as just without vigid
serutiny and visible reluctance ; and nnless ascertained to
be fully so, ought to be repelled. Before the boy is placed
in the academy, let diligent inquiry be made into the na-
ture of its administration and the characters of its
functionaries ; and let confidence once given uponreason-
able grounds, be continued and exemplified i1 Janguage
and act, until it is found to have been erroncously
bestowed, or to he no longer merited. Combinations
among students to resist discipline or rescuc delinquency
—nhasty or perverse pledges of honour in schewes of
general misrule—braggart manifestations of spirit?, as
youthful contumacy or rebellion is too often foolishly and
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illusively called—are to be discountenanced, and perhaps
may be most swiely averted, by the conduct of parents and
guaidiang  Ready widulgence on their side to offenders
is ticachery to the true interest of all paities, and to the
cause of sound education, moral and literary.

We do not wish to see the American pupil bhindly and
abjectly submissive, but he should be traclable,~—~a qua-
Ity compatible and usual with the noblest natuwes,—and
leain to foreqo the aus and pvileaes of manhood until he
has attaincd it i ace and ntellectual power.  All semi-
natics must hwe a fived general economy, binding upon
cvay mmite.  This s essential to then uscfulness and
permanence  Ttas to be thoroughly, though temperately
enDiecd withm —if 15 to be arded and 1espected wathout.
In this way alone can good <chelars and good citizens
be foimed  ibcral allegrance to 1eawla and _nec essary
authoty s the pumaple which upholds the labie of
socicty o whenat s heeome a halnt 1t 1s the best support
of the connuonwenlth

At the 11k of beme thought o1 pronounced to be fasti-
dious o1 ¢y nic i, we must ventwe to confoss that we never
1o d without rcerct accounts of mectings, with chairmen
and «cactuis, hdd by college Doy s, 1e~olutions passed,
committe cs apponted, &¢I such meetgs have for thewr
oh oty an array aganst the enforcanent of law and order,
tncy 1ot diserace and not honout upon the principalsand
assistants And even whan the subjects of them ate harm-
less ot laud ible, they should remain privale tiansactions.
The proce e dmes of the busy actors upon the gieat stage of
life may be inttated as pastime or for conventence, within
college walls , hut what passes in that recess, when it
~Cvos to be metely domestie, becomes incongiuous and
utrusive. We 1ccollect to have seen in the new spapers
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formal addresses from bodies of pupils to the President
of the United States, on national affairs. Encourage such
sallies, and you will have in time nominations of the
Chief Magistrate hy the same associations.

Anzxious as we were for the success of the Greeks in
their sublime struggle with the most ferocious of tyrants
and bigots, we did not like the idea of public donations to
their cause from Freshmen§ Sophomores, Juniors, Seniors,
or Tyros. It would be better that the money of the lad
should be applied to the purchase of copics of Thucydides
and Livy; and that he should be restrained in all cases
from public interference in public questions. His sole
business in college is the acquisition of knowledge and
virtue.—We would not have him kept in ignorance of

* passing events and the concerns of nations, but our doc-
trine is that he is ¥ be a mere inquiver and obseiver at
the most. There is time cnough for iniervention and
bustle, after he has passed through his novitiate.

Tae Buino.—American Institutes for the instruction
of the Blind have heen organized in the most satis-
factory manncr. This is, truly, an excellent foundation
of charity, embracing the creation, as it weie, of intellee-
tual and moral being—the completion of the soul mn all its
faculties and susceptibilities, in & number of our llow
creatures whom Providence secms to have consigned
specially to the beneficent and plastic hand of the more
favoured portion of the human species,

The in-truction of the Blind, and of the Deaf and
Dumb, as it is prosecuted by modern ingenuity and phi-
lanthropy, may be pronounced scarcely less creditable to
the human head and heart than any employment in which
man can be engaged, and consequently deserving of
universal concurrence. The process is all mind and bene-
ficence ; the results are beautiful and noble, A being so
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mutilate in bodily organs as to be a cripple equally in
the rational part, and thus, in the ordinary course of
nature, gestricted to an apprehension and existence but’
little above the merely animal, comes forth from the
tuition of his fellow creatures, with illumination intellec-
tual and moral; susceptibilities; tastes; accomplishments;
equivalents that raise him to a level, in every respect,
with the most amply gifted, happily disposed, highly re-
fined and richly cultivated of our race. In this supple-
mental and glorious creation we have more than the
ancients 1magined in the achievements of Prometheus and
Pygmalion

The cose of the Blind is, in our opinion, still more piti-
able than that of the Deaf and Dumb; it is susceptible of
equal alleviation for the immediate sufferers, and of indem-
nification for socicty which loses by the imbecility of any
of its members, and is bound to qualify them, 1f it can, for
pinate enjoywment and pyplic usefulness.  The triumph
of human mgenuity and beneficence is more signal gnd
affeeting m the instruction of the Blind than in any other
exhibition of the effects of those wonder-working springs
of human action, which we have ever witnessed. In the
Institution of the Blind at Paris, there 'wcro, when we
visited it in 1808, cighty youths of both sexes, undergoing
a comprchensive course of edacation—literary and
mechanical. They were tanght, with complete suceess,
the Latin, and several of the modern languages; most of
the branches of general literaturc; the mathematics;
music, instrumental and vocal; and a variety of handi-
crafts, especially printing and book-binding, in which it
W 1s unpossible to be more skilful than they were, Of the
whole number of pupils there were but three or four who
had not a good car and a great fondness for music; their
concerts, in which they executed the compositious of the

\OL. 1. 8
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most difficult masters, were of remarkable excellence ;
they sang with as much science as melody ; no disposition,
however stoical, could resist their chant of thanksgiving
to God, and their immediate benefactor, Hauy, the founder
and principal of the Institution: it was a chorus, of which
the fine harmony, and the devout and gratcful strain,
seeming to issue from the inmost soul of the performers,
along with their peculiar, mournful physiognomy, and the
impression which the whole scene afforded of reclaimed
and comparatively beatified existence, rived the heait and
drew abundant tears from the eyes of every casual
auditpr. For those who understand the French, the cle-
gant and pathetic sentiment and turn of the following
verses, of the number of those which they sang, will
form our apology for quoting them :—

«“() ciel ! pour combler tes bicnlaits,

Quvre un instant notre paupierc,

Kt nous n’aurons plus _do regiets

Detre prives de la lurﬁiurc;

Que notre el contemple les traits

* Dec ceux dont la main nous sonlage,

Et referme-le pour jamas:

Nos caeurs en garderont 'image.”

In the mathematics, through the wmost abstruse and
elevated parts of this science, their proliciency was truly
astonishing, and superior to that of the pupils of a corre-
spondent age in the regular colleges. One of them soon
after bore away the governmental prize publicly contested,
from all th: latter. The paiticular aptitude of the mind,
under the privation of eye-sight, for abstraction, accounts
for this superiority. Several of the Blind educated in this
institution, have been, and are, professors of the mathema-
tics in the Lyceum and in the private schools of the
capitol : others are organists in yarious churches in Paris
and in the Provinces; some serve as interpreters of lan-
guages in the public offices, &c.: most ‘of them gain a
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comfortable livelihood by means of the learning or trades
which they have acquired ; they are, too, not only valuable
to society as cfficient labourers in the different lines of
industry, but as examples of piety and order. .

Cuanrrry  Schoons.—The processions or groups of
chaiity children, which are somectimes encountered in our
streets, must aflect even the passing and casual spectator
with respect and gratitude, on behalf of human nature,
for those who contribute to rescue indigent and helpless
childhood from the moral and physical disasters by which
itis beset, and to place it under auspices and in a situation
throngh which it may reach an equal lot with the classes
originally more favoured in the cast of condition. It isnot
individuals alone who are benefited, when means for the
happy developement of the moral and intellectual faculties,
and opportunity for social cfficiency and elevation, are
thus aflorded.  The community at large have a consider-
able share of the advantage ; the propagation of the good
by example or otherwise, is indefinite : and henee, public
spitit wall specially direct its exertions and vesources to
this mode of charity in alliance with the general object of
education.

UNTHRIFT.

Tur poverty in which Mr. Sheridan died, was
not the fault of his friends, but the effect of his own
inveterate improvidence and insobriety. He abandoned
himself long before they ceased to assist him in every
way. To his case we may well apply the excellent ob-
se vations of thc author of the Pursuits of Literature.

*The want of discretion and prudence has ruined more men of
Irticra and genius than the time would allow me to mention.  With-
out pradence and the habit of regularity, without an attention to the
ducencics of socicty and of common life, and of the principles by
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which all men indiscriminately should be conducted, all our attain-
ments are nothing worth. They will never procure us cstcem or
respectubility among men.” A

To persons of genius as they are called, Dr. Johnson
gave this solemn admonition :

% The relation of the Iife of Savage, will not be without its use, if
those who, in confidence of supcrior capacity or learning, disregard
the common mazims of life, shall be reminded that nothing will sup-
ply the want of prudence, and that negligence and irregularity, long
continued, will make knowledge useless, wit ridiculous, and genaus
contemptible.”

Sheridan’s folly made his end the most striking of con-
trasts with what it might have been, had his endowments
and opportunitics been tuyned to the true account,

An cssayist says of Churchill—*he was constitution-
ally licentious ; his passions were too violent to admit of
restraint—uhe scorned exeuse or palliation for his vices,”
&e.  We apprehend that the poet was no moie constitu-
tionally licentious or subject to ungovernable passions,
than any other cuolprit who has preferred the paths of
wickedness to those of virtue. Ie cultivated no moral
principles—he resigned his powcer of salutary will, to
gratify libertine propensitics—he became Srontless, and
therefore disdained apology for his vices: in short he
was “a bold, bad man,” and is no more to be pxcusod
than the rest of the dissolute and criminal in whatever
sphere.  The same writer supposes that he rehinquished
the clerical habit beeause he found that ¢ his ‘nordinate
passions wauld not allow him to maintain the purity be-
fitting it.”——Now, in fact, the recal reason was, that he
could not bear to maintain any appearance of purity :—
Hypocrisy, according to the well-known aphorism, is the
homage which vice pays to virtue; he was too corrupt
and callous to consent to pay any homage at all in
his deportment. His biographer explains his procedure

thus—
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« Iis conduet as a clergyman had shocked his parishioners, and
incurred at length the displeasure of the Dean of Winchester, who
remonstrated as became his station.  But Churchill was too far gone
in profligacy, and being, as his friends have been pleased to say, too
honest to dissemble, he resigned his curacy, and ith this acknow-
ledged saciifiee to depi avity, threw ofF all the external restraihts which
his former character might be thought to impose. 'I'hat his contempt
for the clerical dress might be the more notorious, he was scen at all
public places, habited in a bluc coat with metal buttons, a gold-laced
waisteoat, a gold-laced hat and ruftics,” &e.

When a loose woman becomes bold and obtrusive
in her pofligacy, she is detested and reprobated the
more, and every one is ready to repeat after Young—

“ A shameless woman is the worst of men.”

So, in reference. to common debauchees, robbers, and
all sorts of common flerdened villains, Then why
not extend the same rule of judgment and trcatment
to depraved poets and authors, who choose to swagger
with their vices and  outface the world!  Their im-
pudence, however, is termed aversion to hypocrisy,
high-mindedness, &c. This is at once a false and
mischicvous interpretation. as gratuitous as it would
be in any other jnstance. The doctrine is radically
nnsound, that avowed vice is less reprehensible than
concealed.  The loss of shame is in all respects an
aggravation ol iinmorality.

The true moral of Mr. Sheridan’s case, though such
as we have presented, must not be peimitted to operate
against that description of literary, or scientific character
which is improvident, not from addiction to evil courses,
but from the cowsplete predorainance in the character, of
intClectual taste and habit, or from nervous incapacity
for pecaniary aflairs.  Letters, the sciences, and fine arts
arc apt to absorb the mind and attention—all worldly
prudence is sometimes lost in the studies and per-

8 * .
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formances which belong to them; the domestic and
social affections may continue to glow in the bosom of

"the author and the savant, but economical calculation
and vigilance, are impossible for both his first and second
nature. . He pd’ssossos no foresight nor thrift, no faculty
of retaining or acquiring property,—he falls into embar-
rassments, if left to himself for such concerns. This has
been seen in numberless instances even of the most suc-
cesslul genius and learning ; and allowance, aid and com-
passion are due to a sort of destiny, where all the rest is
worthy of esteem and regard.  The simplicity, Leedless-
ness, and fate of Dr. Goldsmith, ave far from being rare in
literary biography. All this class are made to be the
prey of speculators of different species—those in whom
the instinet of gain ruleg the whole ereature—whose sole
passion, thought and pursuit, and swmmum bonwm, is
luere sufficient or supetrabundant.

In the literary nations of the continent of Forope parti-
cularly, there is a peculiar 1ace of hiterati and savans,
artists, antiquarians, &c. almost unknown in our country
—we mean the many who are content with comparative
poverty, from the mere love of letters and science—who
seck knowledge with a  constant labour and delight
for its own sake—to whom all the ordinary prizes
of life are as nothing mn the comparison. Livery
American of similar taste and pursuit partakes in a
degree, of the general spirit of his utilitarian co.nmunity ;
his studie- and achievements are, for the most part,
subsidiary to some profession, by which he gains a
decent livelihood, or aims even at wealth; there is
not the same disinterestedness, romance, or, (says
the world,) folly, in his special carcer. But still, it
is not in many cases that he is an equal or fortu-
nate competitor, with the rest of his countrymen,
For the great part, in the United States, the learned
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professions husband their means the least, and leave
the smallest inheritances; they do the most without
pecuniary purpose or recompense, and spend their in-
comes, which they earn hardly, in a manner signally
liberal. It 1s here that, when the complexional and dis-
tinguishine improvidence of the intellectual man displays
itself in his dangers, impoverishment or waste, he is
chiefly to he compassionated and readily aided, because
thiift is so mnch more general and keen, the portion of
the community who can understand and excuse him, so
much smaller, and his order of abstracted intelligences
relatively vare,

e experiences no iduleence in any quarter; the
mass handle Tinne as unsparinely as they would a Jew
hroker; the imore cultivated, yet penny and pound-wise,
are disposed to wonder or sneer at his silliness ;3 his
destitution becomes nearly complete, But the lesson
awanst naprovidence s the stronger. On that account, it
should be earty and carnestly counteracted by the indivi-
dual and o~ Giewds,

There is no eountry wherein the cautionary diggich,

“Go to Hower, af you will, .

And see 1l he'll discount your ball,”

is more tiue and salatary than in the United States.
Mere litevatare m general, and verse in particular, mnay
be saud to heshelow par in every respect, in our market.
The worst has as good a chance of heing praised as the
best ; to both we could apply the old 1emiuk about probity
—laudatur et alget. Novel and tale-writers, and the
manufacturers of school hooks, alone succeed in the two-
foi sense; and of them the number or mob is becoming
S0 gieat, that they will soon require a high protecting
duty—a prohibitory system embracing cven impartial .
horae criticisin,
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It is, indeed, undeniable, that not a few of the authors
of all ages, whose genius and works have afforded the
highest delight to the world, and obtained the richest
fame, suffered the worst ills of the res engusta—of a lean
or an empty purse ; and that, without the goading of want,
they would not have thus left—to use a phrase of Lord
Bacon—their valuable souls to posterity. “Composition,”
says Dr. Johnson, ¢ is for the most part an eflfort of slow
diligence and steady perseverance, to which the mind is
dragged by necessity o resolution””  This obseryation
is confirmed by general experience: and it is equally
certain, that the resolution necessary to the taskh of
writing is not, in mo~t instances, produced by the ambi-
tion of praise. the enthusiasm of publie virtue, or ¢ the

prompting stine”

of ornius The annals of anthorship
show, that the anmal wants of lite have too hequently
extorted the best Iabours of the pen, when every other
stimulus wonld have bheen ineflectuad . and they  also
prove that the necesaity, ol which Johnson speaks, does
not necessanlly chitl the inspiiations of penius, or mate-
rially opstruct the operations of the inteilect,

Still, it i not less tiae that poverty is and must e in
a multitude of eases, an npediment to the full or suecess-
ful exertion of iterary powers—that it often paralyzes the
literary spirit as well as ficezes “ the genial eovrent of the
soul”—ihat it prevents enterprises and labouts from wineh
all the benefits of fortunate production would acerue. An
Italian poet vemarhs that the swan sings only . hien she
has a well-Lailt nest, eentle breezes, and substantial food ;
and that Parnassus is not to he ascended by those who
are afHicted with hiting cares. ‘

Lieto mido, esca dolee, anra cortese,

Bramuano 1 cron’, e non siva in Parnasso,
Con le cure mordac,
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This verse is too often seen to be as illustratively just
as figuratively beautiful. 'Whoever is compelled to earn a
livelihood by the pen experiences hardships and mortifica-
tions, and makes saciifices of feeling and right, which are
painful - adegree at Teast equal to his enjoyments and
tewards.  He tsravely or ever entively free in the choice
of s topies and side, and the manitestation of his opinion
and doctime. He  cannot escape 1iom warping  and
withering inuences, which arse when the impulse and
faculty of accomplishing’ general vocd are most strongly
in his conscionsness. 1 he does net hecome despondent,
supple and venal, his hope and vectitude waill be constantly
and most severely garated, 'T'o mamtain a firm port and
perseveringly rejecet updue contro!. must be almost im-
posaible for the writer by stern necessity.

Amona the Letters under the name of Lord Lyttleton,
the Youneer—a work lormerly <o Hopular and widely
spread—is one cone nme the ind tone el Hequent
[ate of the hterary chatacter, whieh talies 1 as inaccus-
rate and unfaii , but the tollowing pessage of another of
the Letters—hard and secular as it is—shonld, we think,
be deeply inculeated on every Mucerican aspirant for
Ierarvy exeellence and honous s,

“Whan I oserionsly aefleet on thesmicenies of  dependence, by
whatever name it niay be distinguished, T eannot but admue the pru.
denee, and envy the disposition, of those men who proserve themselves
above it. T am conuineed, that no man can be happy, or honourable,
who docs not proportionate Ins expenses 1o the means he possesses;
and if the phrase is sigmficant that deseribes the man who pays
cvery body, as alove the world, he who has dizabled himsclf from
puisuing the same conduct, mest submit to the abject idea of being
temeath it Ii" your ereditor is a shoemaker, and you cannot dis-
cliwr ge his bill, whatcver your rank may be, he becomes your supcerior,
and the moment yon put it out of your power to pay a scrvant his
wages, he becomes your master, and you must not only submit to his
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impﬂ%nénqe, but cor:nive at his fraud, in order to prevent this liveried
creditér fecm making his demands. I tell you honestly, that the
gallad horse winces dHf the occasion, and that my withers ure most
severely wrung. I fpel the gricf so sensibly, that, if 1 hud an aman-
mensta at band, I should Jike to patrol my library, and dictatc a
diacourse¢ on worldly prudence. The circumspect use of money,
‘arising not from any avaricious principle, but frdh the wisc practicc
-of applying means to ends, will keep a man in that stute of indepen-
denge which is the rock of life. On that foundation he cun stand
firm, return the haughty look, smile at the supercilious frown, give
truth its due fbrce, and scorn the embroidered lic. You have a son,
and lét me advise you, while the smartings of the moment dictate the
counsel, to instil into his tender mmd the lasting impression of a
liberal prudence, without which virtue is continually harassed by
necessity, pleasure has but an interrupted ¢njoyment, end hfe be-
comes a chequered scenc of agitation and distgess.”

COMMERCE.

A NATION Whose commercial prosperity is high, may
"count upon a constant accumulation of capital, which
will enable her to meet any extraordinary cmergencics
with extraordinary supplies.

A wealthy populage, grown strong Dby the pursuits
of trade and in‘dustry, broke their chains two centurics
*ago, and demolished the feudal system. The swelling of
the middle classes, from the same cause, beyond their
proper size, as Mr. Burke has expressed it, contributed
matexially to the subversion of the old government of
France. ~Hcreditary subordination, without an ¢quality of
rights could not long endure, when the relative position
of the different classes of the community was entirely
changed. Arbitrary dependence among individuals, or
absolute despotism in a government, is incompatible with
the regular accuinulation of wealth, by industrious pur-
sui&, in the hands of the lower orders. The sense of
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pecuniary independence, produces energy of character,'
and an impatience of servitude. A bojd &nd jealous '
ple have it in their power, and rarely want the incllq;ﬁ:o‘
to break down the barriers of privilege,—and to'shake
off the yoke of an arbitrary sovereign, "

Trade is the nutriment of every branch of mdustry, the
consequences of which, as we have stated above, are so
opposite to the genius and views of the French govern-
ment. To the influence of commerce we owe that mild
revolution which banished the fierceness, the turbulence,
the darkness, and the “ iron slavery” of the feudal times,
and substituted the social virtues—the lights of science—~
the liberal feelings, and the gentle.subordination of ﬂ'ee-
dom. .

The pursuits of commerce lead to the cultivation of the
arts of peace, and to habits of liberal and useful research.
They tend to soften and refine the manners, and to pro-
mote the virtues of humanity. They enlarge the under-
standing, and fortify the moral qualities. They generate
a spirit of tolerance, and form a solid character of clear,
sagacious scnse, destructive to the frivolity and to the
prejudices, without which despotismr canngt exist.

They invariably produce a spirit of independence, and
a warm attachment to civil liberty. The habits of activity
to which they lead—the latitude of converse with mankind,
the opportunities of comparison and the means of énjoy-
ment which they afford, quicken the perception of injus-
tice and strengthen the love of freedom coeval with the

.

¥

mind. '

We have had occasion to observe among the body of
merchants everywhere—particularly in England, and in
this country,—a jealousy with regard to natural rights,--
a hatred for oppression—a love of order,—and a sognd
and temperate judgment on questions of government,—
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more temarkable, we think, than in any other description
of men collectively taken. It may be asserted that no
“government purely arbitrary can ever be established, or
‘long endure, in a country where commerce is tolerated,
“or protected upon a large and liberal plan.
. " Notwithstanding the beneficial experience which the
agricultural classes have enjoyed for so many years,
they are, perhaps, not yet sensible, how far foreign
commerce contributes to multiply their domestic com-
forts ; to augment the amount and value of their surplus
produce, and to prevent them from sinking into a condition
of comparative insignificance and wretchedness. We
know not whether they are as yet fully aware, that it is
eminently their interest to promote the growth and pros-
perity of the commercial cities; which, by affording a
market for the rude produce of the country, give encou-
ragement to its culture and further improvement;—
which regularly employ a portion of their own capital in
the pursuits of husbandry, particularly within their own
neighbourhood ;—which, in furnishing the country with
manufactures, and foreign commodities, essential to the
comfort of its inhabitants, at a cheaper rate than they
could be procured by themselves, enhance the rate of
agricultural profit, and by leaving pcoductive labour at
liberty to confine itself exclusively to its proper employ-
ment,—the culture of the soil,—increase its productive
powers.
5
SOCIAL SYMPATHIES.'

Docror Parr courted the society of the dissenters, in

order to promote harmony and charity. He told then,

“lgf us eat and drink together, laugh and joke together,
and then go away, and snarl, and bite onc another, if we
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can. He familiarly termed: them his non con friends ;{
urging the efficacy of amicable intercourse between per-’
sons of different creeds, with this sound testimony. #Y
have always found that when men. of sense ahd virtue
mingle in free conversation, the harsh and confused sus-
picions which they may have entertained of each other,
gradually give way to more just and mogge candid senti-
‘ments. In reality, the example of many great and good
men averts every imputation of impropriety from such in-
tercourse ; and the information which I have myself gained
by conversing with learned teachers of different sects,
will always make me remember with satisfaction, and
achnowledge with gratitude, the favour they have done to
me by their unreserved and judicious communications,”
Convivial meeting is, in fact, the best remedy for those
mistakes and asperities, into which men are apt to fall with
regard to each other, before mutual knowledge, when they
happen to be in opposite or diflerent sects, whether reli-
gious, political, scientific, professional, or social. Preju-
dices and animosities are often carried to the grave, to
the vexation of those who cherish them, and the injury of
their objects, which the converse of a festive hour would
have radically cured or greafly mitigated: It is a deep
error to attach all or chief importance to speculative
opinions, or things adscititious and exterior to the essential
mind and being. Pure morals, warm hearts, good tempers,
fond or generous sympathies, rich understandings, prac-
tical virtue, salutary actions, are the real treasures and
delights of this world. A cultivated man lives with grati-
fication, and dies with solace, in proportion to the liberal
affections which he has possessed, the solid good which he
has achieved or endeavoured to accomplish, the sound
knowledge and sentiment which he has communicated,
the beauties of the pages which he has read, the excellen-
VOL. I. 9
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m;:" of nature and art which he has contemplated. As
the mind expands or contracts, sinks or rises, according

Hectual intercourse, so does the spirit according to
'thé natures with which it communes. Live with people
.who have but few ideas and fiivolous habits, and some
;assimilation is inevitable ; associate only with your own
fraternity, and,bigotry of one kind or other will be the
.consequence. Opulent and nervous intellect replenishes-
and invigorates the head, as strong and gcnerous senti-
ment vivifies and improt es the heart, in its external opera-
tion. There is a mental and a moral atmosphere to be
carefully sought or avoided.

IMPRISONMENT FOR DEBT.
A CASE STATED FOR A PUBLIC JOURNAL, IN THE YEAR 18%4.

Mr. Editor—1 have learnt, by one of the newspapers,
that a dead body was 1ecently airested by bailiffs, at
Boston, as it was about to be boine to the grave. You
have not published this case: peihaps you onmutted to do
so from a sense of shame as an American, and lest it
should be known to your foreign readeis that there are
statutes, or common law, 1n the United States, which
authorize®such profanation. “ One touch of nature makes
the whole world kin.” That touch was deafh 1n Shak
speare’s meaning; but, I fear, it must be expeienced by
all parties (o verify the poet’s maxim. It secnis that we
have, among us, harpies whose avaiice can feed on the
ghastly corpse; who are not to be affected by the most
striking of all lessons for our ammated c¢lay ; who, in pur-
suipg the remotest chance of securing a httle pelf, would
aggravate, by the miost unexpected and poigrant of
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afflictions, the sorrows that fill the awful house'df) mo\xﬂtﬁﬁ*
and accompany the sad procession of theé hegme. i

with insolvency, is bitter enough to person§ of del!en
souls ; but what idea can be conceived morc exci‘ucla

for such persons, than the bare possibility of the seizure of
their hodies, after demise, by the officers of the law, witl
the consequent shame and cumulative anguish inflict
upon their friends and relatives! This indignity to the’
mortal remains of the fellow-creature, is one of those bad,
peculiarities of the civilized state of society which degrade’
it in some aspects below absolute barbarism,—I had rea.d
of legal arrests of human carcasses in British newspapersa
and novels—I had shuddered, and said to myself, thig can
never happen in America—it is a practjge reserved for’ old
Europe—the American novelist, who shall wish to employ
it as the chmax of his tale of wo and horror, must place
his scene abroad.

Upon the general question of the propriety or utility of
imprisonment for debt, I have not been able to make up
an opinion. The diead of the punishment may dperate -
as a salutary restraint upon imprudence and dishonesty—
property must be protected against depredation of every
kind. 'l‘hxs reasoning was, indeed, devised, I believe, by
the anelentq, who condemned insolvent debtors to the
rach, to perpetual slavery, to be thrown to wild beasts
and fish, &c If it be true, as has been lately remarked
in Congress, that, in an insolvent, you as often see a de-
frauded creditor as a fraudulent debtor, we should at all ;
events nicely discriminate cases, when we would resort
to the jail as a remedy. Though rogues deserve punish-
ment universally, yet their innocent families, for whose
bare subsistence their personal freedom may pe indispen-
sable, deserve our consideration and sympathy.

. The power of incarcerating your debtor is an encou-
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ragément‘to lend, and a source of security—but if you
wanted that power, might you not be either more cautious
or generous 2—and would not the additional caution or
generosity compensate society in general for the evils

+ which might result from the personal immunity of

;, debtors? Such of the class as deserve imprisonment
care but little about it, as it is managed now-a-days—
those who do not deserve it,—the honest in intention, the
victims of misfortune,—feel it deeply,—sufler greatly by
it, in all respects. The lists of debtors confined for very
small sums, which I have seen here and in other parts of
the Union, are indeed, appalhing—they show that regula-
tion at least is needed in the last degree—they display
,an incalculable gmount of unnecessaty and noxiwous
misery and debasement—they prove how far the woist
forms of litigation are fostered and the morals of the
poor exposed almost gratmtously and mdefimtely to cor-
ruption. The inquirer and economust who should wisit
all th'-?.. debtors’ apartments in our country, and ascertain
by whom and in what manner they are occupred, would,
probably,qbe at no loss to decide whether therr doors
should not be immediately thrown open, and after they
had been evacuated, for ever closed. .

Some years ago I obtained a judgment fo1 a sum not
very large nor yet inconsiderable, against a fellow-(1itizen,
the father of a numerous family, who Iived with themin a
decent and apparently comfortable style. He pleaded
present inability to pay-—my lawyer told me that his
household was well-provided—that lis childicn were
placed in good schools, &c., and, in short, persuaded me
that if I pyshed things to extremities, the moneys would
be fortlit%qing. I consented, or directed, that this should
be done, and in duc time was informed, not that my
debtor had discharged my demand, but that he had beez,l
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lodged in jail and his business broken up. The intelli
gence startled and chagrined me—I complained and re.
monstrated—but was urged to try the effect of the new
sitgation upon my man. A fortnight elapsed—my heart
and imagination were at work in the interval in favour of
the prisoner ; I determined to relieve my disturbed cons
icience by visiting him and asccrta.ining, directly, his
case.

My attorney accompanied me to the jaii, which I enter-
ed for the fiist tine. As we traversed the passages, we
saw numbers of squahd beings collected in some of the
rooms ;—these were the very poor debtors;-some of
them confined for a dollar and saddled with costs of
suit to thrice the amount.—Thew labour was lost to
socaety foo months or yeng. on account of debts, the
amount of which they could earn in a day or week.
“How de they spend thewr time l]cle""—“ In listless
wdleness, or gioss conversation, or moping and despond-
ing It does them no good to be here, and it is ggough
to mahe one sorry to see thewr wives and child¥er™when
they come after them.” So said our grisly conductor.
e led us to the apartment of my debtor and prisoner,
He would not practice the ceremony of announcing us;
but opened the door abruptly and retwed at once. I
stopped on thc threshold, contemplating the group
within,

Theire were two small children, a girl and boy, neatly
dressed, playfully hugging each other néir a cot, of
which I noted two, in opposite corners. Near the fire-
place, in which a few sticks were burning, sat a female of
the middle age and a gentecl cxterior, making up linen—
by her side a girl of about thirteen or fourteen years old,
with a graceful air and intelligent countenance, also
working ; a lttle further, a man,—a gentleman,—of about

0 *
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2
forty-five or fifty, of a sedate but mournful eye, a pale,
thin visage, a neghgent attire, resting his hand fondly on
the head of an mnfant who slumbered mn his lap The
toom had a gloomy and damp aspect, and the trampjng
of feet, the creaking of hinges, and the clamour of rude
voices, without, did not weaken the general impression of
discomfort I entered singly—the mother and daughte;
rose from their hard chairs—the father alone knew my
person—he immediately but tenderly placed the infant n
the mother’s arms, and then pronounced my name [
shall never forget the glance which 1 received fiom the
two females—it was onc of mingled 1eproach, resent-
ment and piteousness, subdued, howevcr, according to
the habits of good breeding and the softness of the sex
—the two sportive th]dren‘turnul suddenly fiom thewr
play, and stood gazing as 1If they hid hcard a sound with
which they cgnnected fear and dishke The debtor, with
a steadfast, but not offensive look, though with a quiveiring
hp, trembling hand, brought forwud a chan and re-
questéd e to be seated, and asked me my pleasure As
he did so, the wife and daughtcr withdie w towards the
cots, endeavouling to restrain the youngear folks fiom
exclamations and close surveys, which could not have
enlivened my mood.

I stammered something to the father about my uneasi-
ness n recollecting what had happened, my regict at his
situation, my title to complain of his conduct, the duty
which I owed to myself and my family, & He hstened
to me withouf embarrassment , observed, when I appear-
ed to haté done, that T had exeicised a legal 11ght, and that
he was not disposed to upbraid me o1 expestulate, and
he then proceeded to give me explanations, which he
said might relleve im from the suspiaon of dishonesty
or extreme levity 1n contracting debt, upon which suspi-

¥
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cion I might have acted. He soon made me sensible that,
when he formed engagements with me, he had a reason.
able confidence, from the condition of his affairs, of heing
able to execute them punctually; and that his disappoint-
ment and mine were owing to the delinquency of persons
whom he ‘was warranted in trusting and to the cperation
of those general causes which had produced so much dis-
tress and embariassment throughout the country. * Your
lawyer saw my parlours neatly furnished, and myself,
wife and childien well clad ; he knew that our domestic
wants weic gratified, and that I educated the children at
the usual expense:—he concluded that I might have a
sarplus ; or could contiive to pay you by close retrench-
ment.  But it was mndispensable to the success of my
plans in business that 1 should keep up the appearance of
some prospeity—my wite and myself had been accus-
tomed even to luxunies—in endeavouring to have our
offspiing hberally mstiucted and trained, we gave way
only to the most pow el ful nupulses of .the heart, ar&d to
the consideration that they would be the more able and
cager to discharge those obligations, which their parents
might not be competent to meet. We practised all the
thraft which situation and sentiment would admit—all that
was conpatible with our purpose of finally doing justice
to you. To destroy my credit, was to incapacitate me
in every way. You were under wiong impressions, and
I understood that you would not listen to the real history |
of my case. 1 assume fortitude and resignation here, to
sustain the spits of my excellent wife, who will not be
separated fiom me, but iny heart and hers are still wrung
with grief at the ruin of our prospects for the little ones.
Lut these are in good health and of fine dispositions; we
can work together, and procure a subsistence, when we
shall be extricated frgm this place.
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““ﬁ;' eldest boy and all the otherg, except the youngest
X rling, sleep at the house of a kind sister-in-law. We
bv¢ friends who would have come to our relicf, but we
not wish merely to transfer a debt, and in so domg,
{possibly injure those for whom we weie bound to feel
‘most regard.”
5 1 desired to hear no more—with a choked utterance, I
made this worthy man undetstand that I would remove
at once all impediment to his egress His eyes brightened
—~the wife and the children advanced, having distingmished
my emotion and intention almost intuitively —I was saved
from.a scene of gratitude, which would have heen even
more irksome than the one of sor1ow, by the entrance of
a tidy, active female, and a smait lad, who proved to be
the sister-in-Jaw, and the eldest son. The former cariied
a basket 1n her hand, covered with a white towd], and the
children seemed to be well acquainted with the natuie of
its contents. DBenevolence and notableness shone n her
face. 'When my nane stiuck the ear of the ingenuous
and spuited lad, ns looks were such as the father thought
it necessary to repress at once by a similai mien diected
to im. I could have felt no rescntment if they had all
railed at me, so deeply contrite was I for having blasted
the happiness and forténes of such a fanuly, by a really
improvident attempt to recover what was not nccessary,
to my own support and eredit. My 1exation and 1epent-
ance were heightened as I examined the wiefched room,
and observgd the family bible on the 1ough m].)le, and
some volumes of the English classics collected by the
brother for the use of the sister. The general conversa-
tion Whl&!‘l ensued mmpressed me with respect for the
good and sentiment and hbeial improvement of my
new friends—I say friends, for such they were at once
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inchined to be, notwithstanding mf hgency in their* new.
fate. ’ f ~ A %
You will think me tedious, Mr. Editor; but I shalt ndt
trespass much longer on your patience. The seque! ofm){;‘
story 1s—that my debtor, very soon after he was rgleasﬁy
was obhgrd to emigrate with his family to a village in the
nterior, as he could not be 1emnstated in s credit and,
former caieer They toil there n a more humble Hne;
thuve in a moire sunple way , hope to be still able to pay"
all their debts, and enjoy satisfaction which I may envy. i
I shall detest for ever the words tmprisonment for debt,
and must beg of you, 1f you should hear of any instjgces
of the arrest of dead bodies, to biand them with the infamy

which they mert. i
A cumn‘mﬂé

THE STAGE.

L]

WF think, and have always thought, that a well-regu-
lated stage 1s fitted to be useful 1 several ifaportant
1espects, to a populous city. f%ngl 1t 1s prm)able that this
opmion would be univgrstl, had the stag; always borne
that chatacter ,—if lxcentlousn'ess” f)ﬁq, nevei been suffered
to pollute the draid 1tselfy uh‘il,ﬂxe rules of morality and
decorum had been stiictly maintained on the boaids, and
1n the galleties and lobbles  Objection could no more le
to ap assemblage of peisons, collected m a commodious
and ornamented structure to hear the chaste and elegant
productions of inveutive and poetical genius, and to wit-
ness representations of the stiuggles and fate of the
nobler o¥ more dangerous passions, and pictures of the
manners and follies of the different styles of kfe, than to
a cohcourse for the purpose of hearing a lecture, a tnal,
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n;,or of enjoying any liberal exhibition
' té}izr'rﬁﬁf'&sve the taste,ﬁtb give an,jinsight
iTleties of social character and existence, and
Attong and salutary emotions,
o s ma is susceptible of excellent uses; and the
dek gfhpiews which English literature now possésses,
%e;apprehend, such as to furnish enough, Hoth in
Y rﬁqdy and Comedy, free of impurity or grossness in
’ﬁthb logug, and open to no reproach in regard ;to the
rgeneral moral and tendency. It is this consideration which
-entitles us the more to complain, when plays and farces,
éx*ﬂonnble in those points, are introduced, or double
dtes, and libertine allusions and 1ncidents are tole-
, A mother who takes her daughter to the theatie,
“Aliould never be compelled to blush herself, and to see her
“cifld’s cheek suffused with shame, at what 1s uttered or
transacted on the stuge. It is not surprising that women
of delicate and religious minds, who have even but once
experienced this mortification, should afterwards shun the
,scene of it, and communicate thewr disgust to otheirs. The
apology usually offered for such irregulaities 1s, that a
 portion of th?pubhc,_k gf 0SS \hablts and tastes, requue
these, to.be amused; afid that! ¥ythout consulting their
’gtatification, the thedfA catmbt be supported.  We ques-
tion whéther the p_‘ N f:the vulgar and dissolute
could not be obtained upbn "ore creditable terms—quite
as egsily by broad.humour divested of profaneness and
lewdness ; and we are sure that more persons arg.now
“Jost to the pit and boxes, by the license apd eqliivocal
‘reputation of the theatie, than would deSér} the galleries,

if ageformation were effccted. ‘ N
Efiaigl:we to its true essence the ar%ent ipll “who
icqutend for the necessity of admitting public prostifutes
?n& ﬂ&ensing the exercise of thewr arts of enticement, and
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the intrigues of which they are’the't
and it is this—+ We mﬁ*n&,@ thei )
young men, and debau of ‘whagavé
assure larger receipts at the door
similar as to the retention of thﬁ'a
which oceur in some of the farces. 'We né {
we €8 no real differcnce between such pléas, ap .gﬂ
whicl might be urged by the keepers of establishi B
more @irectly favourable to the nutrition and di&' sion ‘D
Vice * k ) f"’

There would be no ground of complaint, if \‘,h(slfat BPIY
should be—¢you persist in maintaining”a pogiti ul?
sance—there are very many of us who ganndt | be!
. leconciled to this admixture of acknow}edg’ed @
good—we must thercfore abstain fiom passing
thieshold, and deter others if we can, that they may not:
be exposed to danger, or give countenance to the
mischieg’*

We trust that the discipline of the projyected theatre wllke
be, as we sincerely think it may be i‘endered xrreproadlm
able Theatuical exhibition mght be made event y
heneficial than it 1s n iy, be.st mmon forms ; an it’ll'55
not to he condemncd enti,\:é]y ﬁ few defects or inor-
dinacies ad !

One consideration, moregvg au-poweum with us.
The theatre will subsist and ﬁqurisﬁ in spite of all reaso:;%

ing levelled at its morality. It 1s connected with t
of civilized society, and has, indeed, prevailed at all
%‘ all nations not absolutely barbarous, ¢ e,6
t"one republic from which it was exeluded-—-
hne of Platn. = Since it cannot be eradl-
éd, the true course with regard to it, is, ta,

kn¢§w ‘ ‘
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;' We" womd no more argue from abuse in this case, than in

q[ any other institution. All persons conscientiously
g ulpus, may dbstain from frequenting the theatre, or
gymﬂ.ﬂging it in any mahner.

PgrsoNat, CHARACTER oF Acrors.—The doctrine which
*is proclalmed,-—that" the personal conduct of an_ actor
’bught not to be considered in connexion with his publlc
,eéxhbbitions, nor affect him at all professionally—implies
the lowest degradation of the whole theatrical corps, and
snatches all dignity and honour from the stage. Managers
and players should be the last to admit it in theory; or
to act as if they deemed it admissible. In common life,
there is no labourer, no artisan, no member of the hiqixer
pﬁ gions, who can commit a heinous violation of duty

orality, without feeling the losg of his character, in
his business :—individuals of moral sensibility, who wish
to assist the cause of virtue and social order in general,
will have nothing to do with others that have nendered
themselves personally and nototiously infamous. An in-
quisition is not, and should not be, established 1nto private
conduct, in ordinary cases ; but 1n almost every instance,
even in the humblest callings, wheie thete 1s detected and
flagrant tarpitude, custom, as well as consideration, 1s
withdrawn more or less from the offender ; he is more or
less shunned and frowned upon in every capacity. This,
we might say, must happen among a truly moral people ;
and the practice is most beneficial, as it tends to repress
bad example, and brings a powerful influence to operate
upon iniquities and disorders which the law ¢ noﬂe&ch
=it will therefore, be thought obligatory b{ agood citizen,
Public opinion may be more efficient than he penal code,
and should be kept active, and even fastldgous, ifhggssjble,
to be turned to due account.

Now, is the occupation of the player to be excluded
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from the sphere of public opipion ™ If go,, it debued:
below the standard of almost every other. “;S ‘firge that
it serves merely for the amusement of the p é. is potto
meet the question; for, this is not an adequate view o{ its.
nature and ends, and the impunity of bad example being
the evil to be averted, it ought to be, from the general
reason, subjected to the common control. But, it is not
treated justly, nor generously, nor wisely, when it is either
directly or by imphcation dJenied, in this country, all re-
spectability ; since, for the most part, the players on the
American boards have merited esteem for their private’
deportment, and in a few instances only, given public'
scandal. Abroad, their pursuit has, indeed, been more
dishonowed and depreciated ; yet there, almost ﬂ
theatie has possessed members who have maintained
exceptionable characters, and held a certain ,rank in
society , and no where, have they, particularly those of
eminence, been suffered to passe without marks of public
reprehension and odium, after being convicted of grossly
immoral and 1gnominious conduct.

Since the drama cannot be altogether suppressed, even
such citizens as deem 1t in itself a mischief, should wish
to see 1ts professors more or less ?eputable as individuals;
considering that, in proportion to their creditableness, will
1t be the Igss injurious, and the benefit of which it may be
capable, the more certainly educed. And this wish must
be lively and 1s but consistency, with the friends and ad-
vocates of the theatre, who contend that it is absolutely
a good, drig ribe to 1t an 1mportant agency in improv-
ing the understanding and the heart. They will see at
once, that for fhe support of their theory, the personal
charactej, of the actor is by no means immaterial, and
should be held In subjection to public sentiment.

Whatever may be affirmed as to the moral and social

- in

war »
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consequence or insignificance of the heroes and heroines
of the stage, it is certain that, in the exercise of their pro-
fession, they stand out, even personally, in bolder relief,
and more affect and engage the minds of a large portion
of the community, than the individuals of almost any
other class—and hence, it would secm to be especially
important and desirable, that they should not be prosper-
ous examnples of convicted villany. The most forcible
motives for the general discountenance and prosceription of
profligacy, apply to them in every situation. With regard
to the proper treatment, it is certainly, not personal violence
nor mobbish tumult; it is neglect ; abandonment ; the
sacrifice of curiosity and the pleasure which might be
deaivad from their exhibitions, to self1espect, public obli-
gation, and the regeneration or credit of the stage. If
the particular culprit comes (rom another country,—a
fugitive from a just public outery there,—additional rea-
sons, upon which we necd not dwell at present, offer
themselves for excrcising most 1igidly in relation to him,
the duty and policy alrcady mentioned.

UNDERSELLING.

WE do not know a class of ** dealers,” whony the liberal
part of the community should more particularly discoun-
tenance, than those who purposely incur loss or expose
themselves to it, by underselling or underworking, in or-
der to destroy the business of others, which they cannot
fairly rival, and which yiclds but a reasonable or moderate
profit. It must be a miserably selfish and grovelling
nature that can attempt to undermine the livelihood of a
fellow-citizen, honestly and industriously acquired: no
palliation’ for such an attempt is to be found except in
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utter necessity,—the pressure of extreme poverty, pros
ducing a desperate, reckless spirit. 'When it proceeds,—
as frequently happens,—from the mere jealousy of trade,
from®nvy of decent success,~dolor alienz felicitatis,—
it bears a truly malignant and despicable character.

Fair, earncst competition cannot be blamed ; but on
the contrary may be respected and enconraged as minis-
terial to the perfection of the arts, to the conveniénce of
the whole public, to the animation of skill, intelligence and
industry. Very different, however, from that, is the reso-
lution to crush, if possible, at any cost, a prosperity
which has been built on a just foundation ;—to enable
the customers who, in contributing to it, have been fully
requited, to obtain their objects gratis, or at a price befpw
the proper standard. Whoever is capable of this scheme
of prostration, whether from sheer wantonness of malice,
or actuated by the desire of rising on the ruins of a
flourishing predecessor, would, pethaps, commit a direct
robbery, or hlast a deserved reputation, whenever this
wickedness could be committed with impunity. Under
any circumstances, or in what form of indulgence soever,
the propensity to take a sordid or base advantage,—to
pursue merit and honourable success with hate and hos-
tility,—to sicken or repine at the welfare of any individual
or part of our species—must be viewed as degenerate and
vicious, as akin to that mood in which the Prince of
Darkuess looked upon the felicity of our first parents in
Paradise—when ¢ on the tree of life” he ¢ sat like a

cormorant,” .
# ——— dcvising death,
T them who lived.”
We have been prompted to the foregoing remarks, by
some complaints from correspondents, which we believe
to be authentic. In condemning underscllers or under-
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workers, of the description thus denounced, we cannot
refrain from accusing such customers, or other persons,
as consent to profit by their illiberal or foul artifice, of a
want of generosity or reflection. No respectable ¥nind
sheould seek to obtain service or benefit without paying its
usual and right equivalent: the doctrine that we may get
what we can, no matter at whose cost, is false and im-
moral in itself, injurious in its main tendency to the
general weal and mutual kindness of a community; and
especially unbecoming and loose when, in acting upon it,
we serve the ends of the covetous, the envious, the spite-
ful, or the desperate. It is for the advantage of every
"substantial citizen, that established and ingenious industry,
pegulia'r efforts and talents, sustained and durable enter-
prise in business, should permanently thrive—a result not
to be expected, unless the heads and operatives of all
classes, who can afford to pay for what they require,
continue to do so duly and stcadfastly.

SOCIAL OPPRESSION.

Dr. Cuanning, in an excellent discourse before the
Legislature of Massachusetts, has noticed, as a prominent
trait of the times, the widely extended practice of forming
socicties for the accomplishment of paiticular public or
private ends, cherished by many or a few. In fact, it is
enotgh merely to suggest a real or funcied objeer of moral
or religiou: utility, or social discipline, to causc a certain
number of people to band and confederate accordingly.

' here are three kinds of liberty,—political, ¢ivil, and
social or domestic. The last mentioned may be as im-
portant to the independence, self-respect, and general
comfort of individuals, as cither of the two former. Now,
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the institution of so many associations in reference to’
matters within its range or essence, tends to impair it in
a considerable degree and with much annoyance.

The confederacies, or self-created tribunals, do not, in-
deed,‘ wield the sword, light the fagot, or tie the rope,—
they use no direct force, inflict no physical pains; but
these are not the only means of coercion and tyranny,—
of destroying the just freedom of will or action. A

#general denial of favoug—a common frown,—an implied
excommunication,—many indirect influences,—contribute
to raise power for leagues of respectable composition and
fair professions, which the members could never possess
individually and separately. United, they can cry down or
cry up; employ a Heavier putse; reeruit a multitude of
partners, and vittually overawc and coop others, though
they may not intend or exercise absolute dictation,

We would not disparage any of the great socicties for
charitable or religious purposes ; but we would incite the
public to be jealous of the multiphcation of such as any
set of men, or a few individuals, so easily contrive to es-
tablish, in order to cairy a favowite point of alleged social
reform. Under the widest theoy of political and civil
rights, we may find oursclves insensibly abridged of all
social liberty ; degradingly involved 1n the closest meshes
or the most restrictive spell of influences, as to personal
ficcdown of sentiment and conduct. The republican
American, while boasting of Lis constitutional and legal
privileges, may finally become subject to a discipline as
severe almost as that of the Trappists, or the slavery of
any resident in a country where Inquisition and Censorship
compel universal conformity to doctrines and observances
preseribed by ambition, fanaticism, and the Just of gain or
rule.

10 *
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“ Who wish to be strong,
And hope to hve long,”

by

'but of all who desire to preserve the sanity of their minds
and feelings,—to escape from the dominion of the silliest
prejudices and the most mischievous animosities. There
is much truth in the opinion which has heen expressed by
some political moralists, that mgn cannot achieve even®
reasonable practical freedom. Whatever may be the form
or constitution of the government under which he lives,
some of his fellow-citizens will contiive, by associations,
intimidation, selfish cunning or hypocritical pretences, to
make him a slave,—to deprive him of"the liberty of speech
and action in matters unuuportant ecither for religion,
morals or general order.

MORAL COURAGE.

In monarchicgl countiies, the absence of moral courage,
—the omission to speak and act accoiding to the dictates
of truth, justice and gencrosity,—in many individuals
from whom everything courageous and noble might be
expected,—may be traced to fear of the Monarch or his
ministers, the hope of their patronage, or the ascendancy
of court-hahits and fashion. The eau bénite de la cour,
Court Holy Water, is proverbial. [n Great Britain; and
now in France, to a more hmited extent; a certain class
of politicians and subjects, look to popular opinion for
their importance and aggrandizement, and are fettered
by party-bonds: and hence, their conduct and language
suffer other cramping or perverting influences,
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In our republic, the “ genial current of the soul;” the
&dmiration of independent virtue; the full freedom
patriotic and philanthropic speech and action, are checked
by similar causes, and repressed in a more unwor'i?hy and
injurious degree than we are commonly willing to allow
or perceive, That overshadowing idol, deemed the best
of possessions next to wealth—popularity, exerts its
control with all, from the mewmnbers of national and state-
counclls, to the humblest citizen : its sway is felt in nearly
every public station and concern. Few will at once do
or say what is primarily 11ght and generous—¢let us
see,” is the fiist secret or expressed thought, “ whether
this will be popular or unpopular ; how the thing will be
taken—how we shall faie, ourselves, if we adapt such a
part.” The dread of false judgment or interested de-
meanour on the side of others; the suggestions of
tidity or selfishne-9® counter-work the sense of pro-
pricty and paramount duty, and the higher instincts
and sympathies of our natuie.

The ('hief Magistrate and his ninisters (whether of the
Union or the States,) who are charged with the distribu~
tion of public tiusts, make popular appointments, in
preference to such as seem in themselves the fittest and
likely to contiibute most to the public weal :—the legisla-
tor will not sciutinize nor arraign executive sentiments
and acts, nor assert the rights and vindicate the wrongs
of the oppressed, because he looks for an office for him-
self or his filend ;—or, he condemns and opposes all that
is done or offered by the other branch of the government,
from personal disappointment and disaffection, or sup-
posed party obligations; or, he proposes, adopts or re-
jects, urges or resists, according to the present or future
probable impressions of his immediate constituents: the
simple citizen, though rich, or cnjoying a competency,
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and generally regarded with deference, will not risk his
persanal influence and ease; he, too, will carefully shun
the unpopular thing, cause, or individual, and labour to
increase his popularity as the pre-eminent object,—some-
times, even at the expense of his judgment, principles or
means. It is remarkable how strong is the sentiment on
this head throughout our count:ry :—An innkeeper, of the
first order, in the western part of Pennsylvania, replied
to a friend of ours, who objected to the adinission into
the stage in which he was travelling, of a person who had
some profligate companions—« Why, Sir, he is a gentle-
man of respectability and popularity.”

A foreign tourist asserts that the Americans merit
emphatically to be styled an office-hunting people. The
number of their governments is attended by an extraor-
dinary number of places, for which they seem to have a
blind passion. It is easy to Mhderstand why public
functions are sought even cagerly by a large description
of persons, since they give more or less of authority, con-
sequence, and income ; and relicve such as obtain them
from the necessity and precariousness of depending for
a decent subsistence upon their hands and wits alone,
Besides, in loo many cases, neglect or malversation
passes with impunity—salaries are received where the
business of the principals is done chiefly or altogether
by subalterns or proxies. But, admitting thesc temnpta-
tions to office-hunting, and the circumstance that scarcely
any man dcubts his aptitude for any post whatever, we
may still marvel at the diffusiveness of that practice, and
the alacrity with which private are renounced for public
pursuits, even when the former are more lucrative and
certain, and less laborious and irksome. So wide-
spread an avidity implies the more extensive prevalence
of those hopes and fears, which produce a calculating,
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mincing, or obsequious spirit. He who seeks place or
preferment, if he does not fall into adulation or servility,
ceases to be perfectly candid or manly, lest by obnoxious
word or deed, he should endanger his cherished purpose.
He will flatter or he will not offend ¢ the powers that be.”
If he succeeds, he remains spell-bound. The disappointed
applicant, or expectant, becomes angry and splenetic, and
is prone to judge haishly and act intemperately, with re-
gard to every measure and doctrinc emanating from the
source whose favour he vainly coveted. Faction springs
from the chagin of defeat n the attempt to exalt whether
ourselves or others. All this is said, generally, under the
warrant of acknowledged theory and common experience :
Doubtless, there are exceptions. High-minded , con-
scious of desert, who have endeavoured to gra%ja just
and lofty ambition, or procuie a suitable revenue and em-
ployment, do not so readily indulge resentments and
allow their understandings to be warped.

To these causes; to the almost universal and
necessary pursuit of gain; to the subordination or
rather subniissiveness whicli seems to be exacted in
most of the depaitments of the public service; and to
the abundance of party divisions, and attachments per-
sonal and political, engendered by our institutions, it is
owmg that woral or civil courage; independent and un-
clouded opinion ; do not obtain here so much more than
in Europe, as might be presumed from the nature of those
institutions, the intelligence anfd easy condition of the
great plurality of theé people, and their jealousy of abstract
rights. The genius of republicanism however, demands
that its votaries should be far different from those, who
sce no merit but prosperity and power, no disgrace but
poverty and neglect; who thirst more® for « the loaves
and fishes,” than they dcsire the best administration of
public affairs; who measure their syllables and their
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steps in obedience to cupidity and sheer popularity—who
wink at public or private wrong; who prefer the stipends
of the treasury to the rewards of private tuil, or the
struggles of faction to the triumphs of magnanimity.

‘We have never been disposed to join in the censures,
which we have scen cast upon Grand Juries, when they
have been thought to have sallied from their province to
signalize what they decmed general or national griev-
ances. Let us not hastily check a tribunal so well de-
scribed by Judge Cranch, at Washington, in his recent
charge, as “one taken from the midst of the people upon
the spur of the occasion—acting without previous con-
cert ; not continuing long enongh to form an esprit de
corps ; Joo short-lived to become corrupt ; too irrespon-
sible to become dependent ; and too deeply interested in
the preservation of libeity {o sanction its violation in the
persons of its fellow-citizens.”

Few nations are more scldom told of their faults and
vices, with knowledge and frankness, than the pcople of
these States. The Dritish travellers who have attempted
to describe and reprove us, heing vulear, ignorant and
prejudiced, have only Jdrawn broad caricatures and lavish-
ed bitter scurrilitics which have been totally rejected and
despised. We have scarcely any domestic censors of
morals, out of the pulpit, where, morcover, scrutiny is not
often general, and whence the voice of rebuke rarcly
passes forth for common reformation. Our public writers
and speakers will scarcely acknowledge a nationa blemish;
they are wary and tender with regard to besetting sins—
they expitiate and delight in vivid panegyric. In Great
Britain, a host of literary wits and moralists hold the pen
as a lash for the excesses and weaknesses of the times—
innumerable and able journals diffuse their strictures ; the
hope of gffice is confined to a relatively small number of
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persons, while the proportion is large of men of ieisure,
education, and fortune, who keep themselves aloof from
government and party, and openly and roundly condemn
or approve the tiansactions of the day, according to the
dictates of reason and conscience. It is true that servility,
folly, and crime prevail there in a higher degree; but it is
from radical and pervading causes for which no sufficient
antidote can be provided. At Athens, the comic poet
was a universal satirist—he aimed his keen shafts at
what was peccant or vulnerable both in the mass and
in conspicuous individuals. Aristophanes spared not the
Athenians, any more than their corrupters and idols.
Socrates and his disciples chastised by reprehension and
ridicule, in the streets, both public and private follies and
ubliquities, Orators, such as Phocion and Demosthenes,
probed the people, the rvlers, and the demagogues, to the
quick ; they used the language of severe inquiry, repri-
mand, and exhortation, with the freedom and earnestness
of acknowledged guardians or masters. fome was
lecfured also, fiom various souwices; yet, it should be
added, both republies were, on the other hand, abun-
dangly flattered and beguled ; and to this, the historians
have ascribed in part, their degeneracy and destruction.

A grcat writer has observed—

“ What might we not expeet from the human heart in circum-
stanccs presenting apprehension on the subjeet of fortune, and under
the influcnee of a stecady and gencral opimon, that human felicity
docs not consist 1n the mdulgences of animal appetite, but in those of
a benevolent and sprrited heart 5 not in fortune or interest, but in the
contempt of this very object, in the courage and freedom which arise
from this contempt, jopied to a resolute choice of conduct directed to
the good of manhind, or the good of that particular soclcly to which
the party belongs

The want of moral courage, that is, of the energy to
do right often occasions a morbid boldness in doing
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wrong. Men are intrepid and shameless in degrading
themselves, who are still cowards in yielding conscience
to temporary advantage—in sacrificing the better parts
of their nature to vulgar propensitics and narrow calcula-
tions. It is an immemorial remark that those who are
lavish of their health, in youth,—who sin against tem-
perance and caution,—are subject, in old age, to corre-
spondent pains and penalties. This observation may be
extended to early moral delinquency; to any sacrifices
of the principles and habits of truth, honour, and self-re-
spect :—they may scem to succeed and to procure the
advancement and lucre for which they arc made: but
they deteriorate and embitter the later years—they
darken and disorder thc autummn: it is found that the
consciousness of a life invariably scrupulous and upright
is the only true support and the greatest final gain.

The American may be strictly aflirmed to be in cir-
cumstances that forbid the apprchension of want; and
for this reason alone, he ought to be more under the
influence just mentioned, than the inhabitant of Kurope ;
but, whatever the case may be in the comparison, he is
not yet, nor will e ever be, mainly governed by it. ¢till,
though we may despair of perfeet and universal elevation
and intrepidity of sentiment and deportment, we can de-
plore the fact that those qualitics are less common than
they might be, and endeavour, by complaint and exhorta-
tion, ‘reasoning or ridicule, to bring them into greater
frequency and esteem. The true theory is worilliantly
expressed 1n the following conclusion to one of Sheridan’s
speeches. .

“ And, aﬂer all, it is not wealth nor power; it is not genius,—it is
not oratory—-nt is not the charm of uncxpected throes of language,
nor the rapt gaze afler new sublimity in ideas—No, it is Nature '—it
is Truth ! that we should most revere—it is from dutics well done—
from privileges well asserted—firom the steady maintenance of every-
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thing right, and from the strong impeachment of all who are wrong,
that we can satisfy the claims of existence and responsibility !—deco-
rate ourselves with the only ennobling quality, worth—and transmit
the memory of ourselves, and the very name of our country, with
common honour to our children.”

FEMALE EXAMPLE.

»

CASE OF QUEEN CAROLINE, OF ENGLAND, AS WRITTEN SOON AFTER
HER DECEASE,—IN THREE ARTICLES,

I

‘WE should not undertake the case of Queeﬁaroline.
instrucgiye and remarkable as it is, had we not seen in
public journals for which we feel much respect, elaborate
essays concerning her, wherein she is represented rather
as a victim to be compassionated, than as a beacon to be
shunned ;—almost entirely as an object of pity and sym-
pathy. In the opposition which we cannot refrain from
making to this unsuitable strain of lament, we shall en-
dea¥ur to occupy as little space, consistently with our
purpose of inquiring what are the true titles of a woman
and a Queen to the admiration and regrets of her own
sex, and to the esteem and honour of the world. The
conduct of Caroline merely as a Queen, could be of no
importance, and consequently would be an idle or barely
speculative historical topic, in a country in which no
female is destined to wear a diadem; but it is impossible
to separate the question of her demeanour as such, from
that of her course as a lady in polished life ; sympathy for
her in the one capacity, will serve to endear and exalt her
memory in the other, and inversely; and her advocates
and panegyrists have considered and held her forth, not
VOL, I 11 R
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so much in her royal as in her general female character
and in the ordinary domestic relations.

Waving the point of her absolute guilt, according to
the accusation that led to her trial—a point upon which
we have never entertained a doubt, and very few, we be-
lieve, are able to decide in their secret judgments, in the
negative, we shall content ourselves with adverting to
traits in her history, which are now incapable of denial,
and have never been directly questioned.

She was at an early period after her marriage, open to
suspicion by the levity of her carriage; subjected to a
formal scrutiny into her domestic life, and thgugh ac-
quitted of the graver imputations, pointedly reproved and
admonished on the score of levity, by favourable and
elevated'gjhdges, Whoever has read ¢« The Delicate In-
vestigation,” will, after he has made every allowhce for
the corruption of her accusers and the malignity of her
enemies, agree with us in thinking that enough of real
fact and uncoloured circumstance is to be found in the
evidence, to convict her of something more than étour-
derie. There was that made apparent in her private de-
portment, at which any husband of a delicate and proud
mind would almost shudder and tremble in his wife, or
brother in a sister. As female virtue is something abso-
lute, and independent of external accident, of the
estrangement and disloyalty of partners, or the tyranny
or laxity of relatives, so is female decorum: both are
obligatory in themselves, as well as indispensably due to
society at large; and there can be no real purity and
dignity of mind where undue familiarity and lightness of
manner prevail.

The sex has from nature, a specific moral character,
internal and external—chastity, virginal or connubial,
is enjoined by the Divine Author of the human economy
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upon woman, not only in its common acceptation and as
a law for the heart and spirit, but for the whole outward
conduct in the observances of delicacy throughout every
word and action in social intercourse, This dispensa-
tion has been insensibly imitated and enforced, in the
standard of propriety which is fixed for female conduct in
every cultivated and refined community—at least it is
received as the truc theory in regard to the preserva.
tion generally of public and private morals, whatever
deviations in practice may be suffered to go unrebuked ;
and at all events such deviations are on all hands admit-
ted to be bad in themselves and of evil influence, and to
be always deserving of reprchension, whatever amiable
qualities may be possessed by those who abandon the
distinctive reserve and modest dignity prescribed to them
thus at once by nature and convention.

The remark of the Roman—* (:esar’s wife should not
even he suspected,” has a meaning and application much
beyond the particular instance. Upon general principles,
it was not too severe a rule even for the Roman system
of social Iife; and with greater reason may it be deemed
just in its utmost significancy, in the modern and Chris-
tian order of things. That beautiful pattern of female
excellence under persceution, the Queen Katherine of
Shakspeare, does not boast emptily and uninstructively,
when she says of herself—

“ A woman (I dare say without vain glory)
Never yct branded with suspicion.” .

One of the chicf motives to the first inquiry into Queen
Caroline’s conduct, was the report and charge that she
had given birth. illicitly, to a boy who was called William
Austin, and who passed as the son of a poor washer-wo-
man. The commission of inquiry acquitted her of the
maternity, but this acquittal did not constitute a dispen-
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sation from that peculiar deference which a woman owes
to public opinion, nor from the peculiar obligation which
rests upon her as to the command—reverence thyself.
Scandal had been taken by the world ; suspicion remain-
ed after the decision of the investigators; her fancy for
the child should therefore have been regulated and re-
strained in the indulgence. But she set at nought public
prejudice, instead of seeking to allay all doubt. Her
manifestations of fondness continucd to be as open as
they were extravagant, and the last solemn act of her
life, the bequest of the bulk of her prosperity to the
idolized protégé, was a final, hardy defiance of those
human respects which should be inviolate as well from
positive propriety in a female, as for the sake of example.
In this case, as in the other leading incidents of her
carcer, upon which we shall have occasion to touch,
everything was repugnant to that pregnant sentence of
the Holy writ—«7 will that women adorn themselves
with shame-facedness and sobriety.”

IL

‘We hope we shall not, in impecaching the example of
the late Queen of England, be mistaken as the advocate
of the King her husband. His conduct towards her in
the outset, may have been unjust and even detestable,
and his feelings and views at all times wantonly and
ungenerously hostile. IHe may have violated the duty
which he owed to the sacred relation in which they
stood, and to the society of which he is the head :—He
may have displayed a callous nature and utter disregard
of the essgntial properties of refined life, in the style of
his deportment immediately after her deccase. We do
not wish or mean to defend him from these imputations,
nor to extenuate the wrong and barbarity which he may
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have committed—it is indifferent to us how he has acted.
It is not Ahis example which is in question, not his fate
which we are invited to deplore; if it were, then we
might scan his proceedings and disposition, and we
would not be backward in expressing the reprobation
which he should be found to deserve,

But he cannot be alleged to be regularly before us,
except on the ground that his delinquency formed a
warrant for the obliquitics of the Queen. This, indeed,
is the common argument; and yet nothing can be more
obviously fallacious, as long as rectitude in female life is
acknowledged to be somcthing not merely relative and
subordinate ; as long as it is admitted to be subject to
the laws of religion and natural ethics ; as long as female
excellence, whether of character or manners, is held to be
positive and distinctive.

What would be the morality of the sex in the married
state, if the bad example of the-husband were a real
license for an irregular and dissolute career on the part
of the wife ;—if it were justifiable or excusable in her to
imitate every enormity he might perpetrate; to retaliate
all her wrongs, and to give loosc, in despite or despair,
universally to the same passions? For the full affirmative
in this inquiry no one, we presume, is so little versed in
human philosophy, in the Christian system, or in the truc
principles of social order, as seriously to contend.

But in what degree, if not altogether, could the wife in-
dulge herself in correspondent offences against purity and
decorum? would it be allowable for her to transgress at
all, and forget the culture of those qualities, and the ob-
servance of those delicacies, which reason, and custom
and scripture jointly teach us to regard as the con-
stituents of female merit? There is, in truth, no degree
—no middle term. No extenuation is admissible, without

11*
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leading to the worst consequences. A woman of a sound
and principled mind and of a taintless heart, will never
think that there is for her a possible provocation to vice,
or extravagance of demeanour. She must regard the
guilt or injustice of others, rather as an incentive and
obligation to keep the more strictly up to the true
standard of feminine character : if she comprchends her
real destination in the economy of Providence, she will
pursue it with additional earnestness and circumspection.
A sagacious judgment will discover that this course,
under persecution and outrage, must render more effica-
cious the example, which under whatever circumstances
is due from her, of goodness and discretion, and that it
must ultimately promote her personal advantage.

From these considerations, no allowance for exorbi-
tancies of conduct and perversions of character, can in
rigour be admitted on the grounds on which so large a
one is claimed in favour of the levities, the unguarded
habits, the masculine carriage, the fierce resentments and
the turbulent politics of Queen Caroline. The firm and
intelligent moralist will never join in the ordinary re-
quiemn over a life such as hers, because she may have
been originally an injured woman.

Shakspeare, to whose truly admirable Katherine 1
adverted, understood better the integral virtue of the sex
and the true test of female desert. He not only puts into
her mouth, to illustrate the refinement of conjugal fidelity,
such words as the following, addressed to her atiendant—

- “When I am dead, good wench,
Let me be used with honour ; strew me over

With maiden flowers, that all the world may know
Y was a chaste wife to my grave”—

but causes her to utter this sentiment—
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“Bring me a constant woman to her husband,

One that ne'er dreamed a joy beyond his pleasure,

And to that woman, when she has donc most,

Yet will I add an honour—a great patience.”
The tyrannical voluptuary, her husband, commemorates,
and almost relents in doing it, her “ sweet gentleness,”—
her “ meckness saintlike ;" and I would have the reader
who relishes an exquisite moral picture, turn to her own
account of what Henry calls her “ wifelike government,”
so true to reason and religion. :

“Softness,” says one of the best instructors of the sex,

i#is your proper attribute. Your minds are more finely
attuned than those of men; your virtue is laid in your
original temperament; in your peculiar character given
by the Creator. Upon this basis Christianity has raised a
superstructure entirely consonant to the foundation. It
has assigned you specific traits and duties from which on
no account can you cver pardonably swerve. It will not
dispense with unsullied honour and habitual modesty ;
with ¢ the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit.’—It con-
demns ¢ all bitierness and wrath and clamour and malice’
in the daughters of men.”

L

Confiding in the views which we offered in regard to
the independence of female virtue on the conduct of our
sex, and to the qualities which are required in female
character under the designs of Providence, the precepts
of religion, and the general sense of sociely, we shall re-
turn to consider more particularly the deportment of
Queen Caroline. 'We hold it to have been unfortunate for
her that she did not remain altogether in England, or tix
herself in the neighbourhood of her relatives at Brunswick,
pursuing in either residence a career, % not obvious, not
obtrusive, but retired,” and marked by that mecckness,
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which has been called the crowning grace of a woman,
and from which royalty itself has been justly said to de-
rive lustre. Her situation became such on the rupture
with her husband, as to demand peculiar discretion; a
«demeanour of widowhood, as it were; a resort to other
consolations than those which are so vainly sought in
violent resentment or sullen discontent, or bold defiance,
or rivalry in splendid dissipation and mixed political and
fashionable intrigue.

If resolution and steadfastness in asserting her inno-
cence and rank, were to be exerted, they should have been
tempered with gentleness and forbearance, with which
they are not incompatible; and they would have been only
the more noble and efficacious, had they been attended by
what might well have been made manifest at the same
time—a spirit of mild resignation and ¢ the sweet peace
that goodness bosoms ever.”—To her, in the position in
which she was placed, there should have been double force
in the mandate, “ a froward mouth and perverse lips put
far from you,” and in all the sound lectures which incul-
cate on a matron calm dignity, modest reserve, invariable
decorum, pious aspirations, and unostentious beneficence.

A refined, finished example was particularly due from
her, in consequence of her high station, which shed a
proportionably strong and diffusive influence, good or
evil—an influence the stronger, I think, by reason of the
treatment she had experienced. This, rendering her al-
ways an objest of special attention and sympathy, must
have made her the more potent, whether as a model of
judgment, sclficommand, and watchful honour, or as a
false guide, from whose more elevated sphere would de-
scend encouragement and protection for devious courses
and fatal illusions.

The ardent zeal which the multitude of her own sex in
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England, who were enlisted on her side by her supposed
wrongs, manifested in her favour, even after her chaxacter
had been openly and unreservedly impeached and render-
ed at least equivocal, shows how great and beneficial her
ascendancy would have proved, had her system of action
been such as we have indicated. Her reputation would
have remained invulnerable—the majesty of her station
unimpaired. It rested with hersclf, before her departure
from England, and even perhaps after her return, to illus-
trate in her person the truth of the cheering doctrine of
the poet—

“ Virtue may be assail'd but never hurt,

Surprised by unjust force, but not enthrall’d,

Yea, even that which mischicf meant most harm

Shall in the happy trial prove most glory,

But cvil on itself shali back recoil,” &ec.

The famous * Book” and the result of the ¢ Delicate
Investigation,” are sufficient evidence of the levity and
extravagance of her deportment in the interval between
her secparation from her husband, and her departure for
the continent. It is abundantly known to every foreigner
who was in London at any period of that term, how far
she was from being considered on any side as an example
of feminine delicacy and matronly wisdom. If the free-
dom of intercourse between her and her daughter was
abridged, this proceeded not so much from the malice of
her enemies, as from the sense which all parties at court
entertained, of the mischief that might result to the young
princess by constant communication. The tone of the
mother’s character, her domestic carriage and her resent-
ful counsels were dreaded by temperate politicians and
patriotic moralists. Had this not been the case—had she
approached to thie elevation of an accomplished woman,
in whom rectitude and softness, intelligence and modesty
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blend their attractions—of that kind of being who has
been, said to present, if aught on earth can, the image of
celestial excellence in its finest array—nher friends, such as
Mr. Whitbread and others of his stamp, would never have
come to the resolution of advising her to leave Englanq.

With different qualities and different modes of living,
she would not have been so soon deserted, after she took
up her residence in Italy, by all the English ladies who set
out with her as her attendants. It is impossible that some
should not have remained, had she been truly respectable
and amiable. Several impartial and distinguished gen-
tlemen who traversed the Peninsula, after she left it,
have mentioned to me, that the Italians themselves were
in nowise edifiecd by her proceedings among them. Her
repute was bad, in a country, of Which fastidiousness is
certainly not the most rcinarkable trait. The extraordi-
nary favour which the courtier Bergami appeared to enjoy;
the honours and estates which she lavished on him, so
inconsistent with his original condition and his merits ;
her journcys and distant voyages, undertaken from no
love of science or desire of improvement or impulscs
of piety ; her equipment and demeanour in these expe-
ditions; in short, the whole employment of her time and
money, and the description of her aniusements and asso-
ciations, had no tendency to raise respect and admiration
in any well regulated breast. They were traced to in-
fatuation, eccentricity of temper, wild restlessness, a
dissipated spirit of ostentatious adventure, and an impa-
tience of ordinary restraints. The wife of the Prince
Regent off England, and the mother of the heiress of the
crown, visiting, in Turkish habiliments, the Deys of Bar-
bary, and the turbaned governors of Greece and Palestine,
with such companions as she carried, and without any
definite object ; sitting with Bergami for their portraits to
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serve'ds the chief M B ﬂlstory pigce of their en-
trance info Jerusalem; crehttig iy order of St. Caroline,
to bektow on her favouirite, &c;ﬁin not the person whom
we wish to be recommended 't ‘the esteeny of my fair
countrywomen, or for ‘whose fate We copld desire to see
their tears flow. Let this tribut left to * the respect-
able females,” as they are denol ied in the London
opposition prints, who huzzaed after her carriage when
she repaired to the House of Lords, and were heard
shrieking in the streétgat midnight, on her demise. We
must remark, by the way, that one of the worst evils
arising out of her presence and example in England, was
the excitement of so great a number of her own sex, of
the middle and more retired classes of society, to issue
from their wonted, d¢ 8 seclusion, and mingle in the
boisterous, fitful scefi pohtics. Passions were roused
and habits formed among them, unsuitable to their nature
and destination. It seems, d, too much the fashion
of the age, for women to go out of their proper character
and sphéfe, Whether it be a Duchess of Devonshire
electioneering for Mr. Fox; a Lady Ifester Pitt abandon- .
ing her ﬁn‘nﬂy and fricnds in England, to head a tribe of 5
Arabs ﬁ'ﬂhe desert or a Queen Caroline appealing to
the mob of London, and bidding defiance to the govern-
ment and the King her husband; or city-dames forming‘:‘
political pracessions and delivering political addreases, or
a Lady Hood rating the mimstry in a printed correspon-
dence; or tradesmen’s wives and daughters holding
public radical meetings, &c.—We cannot admire or ap-
plaud, nor congratulate the world on this new fiFm of
civilization, A

The manner in which Queen Caroline braved the im'es- :
tigation of her conduct in the House of Lords; her bold
presence while the grossest details were given in testid



128 DIDACTICS.

mony—the insurrectionary and sometimes almost impious
purport of her answers to addresses—her vindictive re-
prisals upon her husband,—her attempt to obtain entrance
into the hall ot coronation on the day of the ceremonial——
the scenes of hlood and misrule which her language and
efforts had an obvious tendeney to produce—the derelic-
tion to which she was consigned by the wives cven of the
Parliamentary politicians who espoused her cause—her
death, without the christian aids, which was cither imme-
diately oeccasioned, or rendered more speedy and certain,
according to the yepresentations of her own fiiends, by
the ferment of her feelings of rage and disappointment—
all these arve additional ciiemnstanees which, we tiust,
speak for themselves in this country, and need only be
recited to produce a general concurrence in onr opinion
and present object, "They furnish the image of a furious
Amazon, of a desperate woman—of one who corld not
be put out of countenance : whose cheek, whatever might
be the condition of her soul, had jost the ¢ precious colour-
ing of virtue"—who was absorbed in her fierce resent-
nents and anbitions views—who, in approaching her end,

ras mtent stll npon the juerely mortal  interests and
pussions. This i Lo from being the true model of that
sex, whose best emblem has heen so authoritatively said
to be the form of Peace, robed in white and bearing a
branch of olive—whose highest glory is to conquer hy
benignity and patience, love and tenderness.  Whi ther
Queen Caroline vas criminal or not, to the extent in w hich
she was arraigned—she outraged all the delicacies and
discarded the best qualities of the female chiaracter, and
forfeited thus the clmms which she might otherwise have
had to general sympathy and regret.
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spelach, 8o cafled, deserves to be tormed able, unless it
correspond to the name, and be marked by discernmnent,
solid knowledge, gencral cogency, and proper limitation
as well as skilful texture. We cannot admire endless
talk, consisting of everything that can be thrown from
the mind of the speaker, however heaped there; a col-
lection of subtleties, paradoxes, truisios, trite illustrations,
historical seraps, pepular catches, and all sorts of lonse
memoranda, the {ruit of months of irregular, er incom-
petent preparation, The aceumulation of such mateials,
and the production of thom in such a way, constitute thut
effort to which, we must acknowledge, the most mpor-
tance and hononr would appear to be assigned. This pre-
ference is confitmed where it is indulged thiough want
of judgwent o1 reflection, when there happens {0 he pas-
sages ol 1hetoncal effect, sorne ingenous ob - specious
sophistty, bold assertion s, aud Jofty pretcnsions and ener-
ey or plausibility of manner,

ILLU3IPATION

Some heads of a great speech which was dehvered by
the Honourable Johu Randolph, i the Senate of the United
Rtates, and which necupies cight hroad columns of the
National Intelligencer .

4 JTad certainly not intended to have sud one ward more on the
subjeet of any resolution, Mael mortilicd and distresscd to be
obliged to occupy the floor. Waa not iy babit to talh (s where
Frequent speakers lose reputation and anthorit;.  Never con' make
a regular speech - rogular speeches dull things. Paitisan o bater.
Doceptive argaments—opinion of the Supreme Court in the case of
Cohens vs. Virginia, Negro.lavery; caricer ta be treated secundum
artem. Populutiog of Guatcmala black—tingers to the Soath from
mad philanthropy. British Abolition and Anti-slavery soctctics—
fapstical. Wilberforee, Moster Stephen, Lurd Teignmouth, &ec.
Modern black crusades. Uayti, South American brecds. Bolivur's
Proclamation. Cuba. Neutrality of United States. Cesstou ot
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' Texas. Sccretary af Stnte. ~God Temmua. “Reman %xmtors and
,Gauls,” Philologieal explwnﬁm;a "Waords Libertine, Liberal, Con.
gress, Qur CnngressmConngs, ‘Congress of. Panamumpresenls
. only enc body politie.  If we are to; ga o it, let'cach of our States bo
reprécented. The Emperor: Alomnder. our umpite, dead: "Time to
look abiout us. Mr. Fox great statcsman as wcl! us orator. Mr. Piit
‘only fit 0 be o Professor of Rht.tonc. Mr., Windham's opinions
about Pitt.  What Mr. Fox wrote concc'mmg the Housc of Stuart.
Housc of Bourbon. ouse of Adams=much alike, Ultra Federal.
imin. Qbslinacy of Spain. Glorious perseveranco of Great ‘Britain
in her war Wwith France,  Missowri Quostion. Declaration of Inde.
peudence, ‘ fanfirronade of abstractions ;* more the linguage of o Pro-
fessor of a University than of an old statesnunn.  Maxim 4l men are
Lorn frer and.equel, a most pernicious falschood. [Principia non
homines, bad Latin ; nonsensical ; as true as this proposition, Zore,
not Women. Mullitude choated by phrasvs. Hudibras; Locke on
Innato ideas.  Faith and werhs in religion. Constitution: slavery
and slave trade.  Afrienn not a citizen. Quote Mr. Burke on ab.
stractions and universals. Metaphysieal politicians,  Condorcet,
Mirabeau, Briseot, Lufayctte.  Light-hauscs of the skics. Academy
of Lagadue. Mcn who spell Congress witly a K, superior -statesmen
and generals.  Natural fool preterablo to a 1c1mcd fool.  Whale nat
a fish, according to our rognoscenti, . Militaty and naval schools,
futile ; West Point diagrams sfand in no stead in time of action.
Mind cur own affnirs, and let all foreign alliance and Congresses
ulone.  No statesman’s sic volo, sic jubco—No forcign mission but
acenrding to the little buok, the Constitution. No joint stock.com.
punes with any States but those created ont of eur own territory.
Constitutional made of liberating tho. Negroos. Apology for desul-
torinass, and harsh expressions however founded in fact: Disposition
of man in gencral to undertake the eoncerns of other people. Firat-
burn man a marderer. Religioud missions—ITindoos and Otaheityns:
Moral and physical at.mouphore of London, Mutual adulativp. at
London public meetings. Our.Colonization Society. Fing ladies of
London ; moral stimulus‘of the atmosphicre necossary 1o their exist-
cnec, Politico-religious Quacks. ~ Natural death of Slavery If the
Slave, when b i ig wnprofitable, will not run away from the master,
the. master will run away Tram the ‘Blave. Serfs of Poland and Rus.
s Buripus, Seylla, (/ﬁarybdcs. Latirf quotation. Guy Faux, ~Sonf7
of Clymene, Ovid. Xenophon's’ mh‘eat. Acting the purt of 0!0»*
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- sondra, Sid & grcat dc4l thm I did not méan to oy ; and leﬁ uo-
said a great deal ‘that T did intend to say. Never could. ‘speak or
quarrel by the book.' Quote Shakspeare. ‘Anccdote of the English
Gunpowder-Plot—apply it to the Adams’ dgmxsty End vmh-—
blown ‘sky high, sky high” : ,

If we have not in reality a (ALCI‘O or a Demosthenes,
the why is fully - understood by every person who
has aftended to the nature of that preparation in
culture and dxs('xplme, which, the ancient masters of
cloquence* undeérwent, to the history of the times and
states i which they lived, and to the superiority of the
languages which they spoke. . We refer to tieir Lives,
the treatises of*the Rhbetoricians, and partienlarly the
writings of Cicero on the subject of his ¢t We are not
unwilling to say after him—< For wy own part, so lr
as T can form a judgment, founded on the talents which [
observe ‘among my couatrymen, J doubt not that, some
day or other, a person will appear, who, by keener appli-
cation to study than ours is, or ever was, and with
greater leisure and toil; by long devotion to hearing,
reading and composition, shall answer all the ideas we
now form of a perfect orator—a man who shall be guiity
‘of no arrogance, if he claim a title not only to clegance
but eloq{ucnee.” We cxpeet the rise of such an’ orutor
émoﬁv us, .at a future pevied; but we believe ot the
same time, that this period will be much deferred by ju-
dilging the illusion that we may boast already of a race
of them never, surpassed ; or that playing the j ot in
boyhood in popular mectings, in the present manner of -
ar youth, is & means of reaching the highest excellence.
'Tp this end are necessary, in fact, all the arts which he-
h a liberal and finished oducahon all the accon-
p]rahr'lents of a gentleman*and a scholar; all the re-
‘somceq of the Lnoulcdgo within the province of the



phﬂosopher and stateexﬁan ) ,h‘bﬁe qua!iﬁg:ations are to
be gamed only, in a 14 and l ouous probation,. of a
kind opposite to that whmh out']f\’opulax' meetmgs a{ford
either ty boys or men. " .

We shall ventiire, as the's bleot may be affirmed to be
even important, to quole, Middlemn s account of the youth
of Cicero, that our « strxplings’t who \V0uld “ make. elo-
quence an amusement” may be remmded how gifferent
an affair it was ‘for thc Rom'm.

)
. e

“Cicero ran through nll thut course of dxsc\plmn wh:ch he lays
down as nicecssary o form the _complete omtor—-dcclarmg that elo-,
quence, so called; withont coplous Knowledye, is only tho prattle nml
impertinence of children.” He had learnt the rudiments of grammar
and languages trom the ablest teachers ; gone throngh the studics of
hunianity and the politer letters with the poet Archias ; heen instruct-
ed in philosophy by the principal professors of cach sect 3 acquired a
perfeet acquaintance with the law from thé greatest lawyers as well
as the greatest statesmen of° Rome—he nltmdt‘d the pleadirigs of all
the speakers of his tuie; heard the dm'y lectures of the most ciginent

orators of Greeee; and was perpetnally somposing somewhat ot home, .

and declaiming ander their dircetion; he neglected pathing whieh’
could help in any degree to improve and polish his styls, &e.’’ Thus
adorned and .mcomphshul, he oﬁ'cru] himgelf to the Lar a.b;lut tbe
age of TWEATY.xix,

It may be added thpt he nﬁerwardb Cﬂ"f‘d one ‘of lus
first efforts, made in his twenty-seventl. year, whu,h

received « acelamations of applause,” « the rr-dundzmcy of -

a juvenile fincy which wanted the corraction of hls

sounder Jud“mr’nt and, like alf the compOsitmm of y()ung'

men, was not applauded so much for its own sakc, as for:

the hopes which it gave ‘of his more improved and. a‘epened g

talents”  When twenty-eight years old, he set out on lis
trevels, and at Afhens ijesﬁriled the studies of his boy-
hood; in Asig he c\ﬂtimtéd unc;w 'philosophy and rheétorie;
and gathered about him as compumom and teachers all

the principal orators aml sophists. Two ycars spex_nts

ENST XSO SRR

«
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m tﬂis Way were, not enough to p«‘rsuade Imn that his
proﬂmem-y was complote It was, not “until after his
‘return from .Sx(.lly in his thirty-second year, whither he
went as Quiestor, and whére he employod hlmself' in the

“intervals of‘ official duty, “ very, dlhgently in his rlu torical
studics,” that he ventured to regaxd his nratoncal talents
as matured for confident exercise, .

The Jife of this pre-eminent 1pod,n.-l, written by Dr.
Middleton, is fitted to convey such lessons to Americans
aspiring to the fame of cloquence, as will alone gnide
them to a successful emulation of bis merit.  We ave
tempted to note here, ,ixgcide{itally, the wide discicpanee
‘hetween the ideas -and spirit of Middieton, protoundly
versed as he was in the history awd properties of ancient
und moderu oratory, and thos: of snme A jcan writers,
Middlcton’s work is dedicated to the Lovd Keeper Hervey,
a peer “ distinguished by his parts and elogquence, and
having a pnnupal shave i the great affairs of the nation.””
But what does the learned author say to the Britwsh ova-
tor and seholar, even in a dedication ?

o Y()ur Fordship’s name will justify me in ranning some length
mto the' paml!d between the ane to whom I address my <elf and the
-hem of my picees but my experience of your good rewse lorhids me
the atterupt. For your Lordship knows what o disadvantoge at
*would he to wny character to be placed i the same light with that of
Cicero ; that all such comparisons must be invidions and adulutory,
and that,the following histury will suggest a reason in every page
why no man living can justly bo compared with binn * * [ remem-
.bor that it is a ¥ dtory which 1 am offering to your Lordslnp, and it
woulrl ill bocowe me, in the front of such a work, fo cxpuse my rera-
ity to any hazard. T do not impute the superiority of the ancients
to :any superiority of parts or genius peculiar to them; for human

iiutq ever been the same in all ages, and owes the difference
' “u,f‘i roveinunts to a difference cmly of culture .'md of the rewards

d' to its industry.”
he truth ought to be confessed that our popular



,mec'ﬁngs and %gwlatim lmlls are by n¢ means sclmpls'
of frue nmtory They 1 zu'e mfcsted by tbat order of de~
claimers whom. Cicero tens ”barkm,y opm*amrs with
glib tongues ;” by pergong » wlm ‘dwell in the lowey forms
of a comt,” and 'who are clueﬁy remaxkable for assurance,
violenee, and volubility.  The [)l‘"’ll@"f and, the practice
are to smatter, spont, l,niJ, or drawl, as much as to speak
1 the subject covrectly, skilﬁrlly ot instructively, Men
of Lushiess and good speahers are; ¢ m‘tum]y foand in
them, in a satisfactory proportion;” buf, mmmmtwvly,
very few wrators in the just sense of the term ;5 amd no.
where is oceasion u{lener 'aﬁ'nmled to apply the huvs of
Pope— R o
w Ihetenstful ~rnse with modest chvnt'ion spm;k.i, '

It Ll Jooks home and <hor( exearsiony makes ;

But rattling wonsense in full volleys breaks, .

And nevor shocl’d, and never tura’ aside

Bai~ts dosen, resistloss, with a thand’ring tide,”

It iz ahuaost time or the American conuunnity in
weneral to distinguish  between veal raerit and false |
pretension in the oratory of our deliberative v.v;s«*&m}'dws.ﬁ
The fitst belongs only to solid and apl inforination ; lofty
and encigetic sentiment; fair and wethodichl reasoning ;-
good taste and regulated faney in the 1hetorical pares ;.
sound judgment in the choice, and patriotic ‘earnestness
in the treatinent of the topirs,  Twrgid lingonage; vague -
declamation: pert flippancy ; grovelling calenlation ; irony -
and waggzery levelled at generous syinpathies and exaited
national objects, should excite feelings very different’ from
estcem and admiration.  Severe criticism and open re-
proof are move frequently due than lavish 'punoggvrriq.‘,, "
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I}EATH AND TI—IE DEAD

Wn ‘ark ot wammted in regretting for themselves the
' fate of those who have left behind themno an-ears of duty or
:fondness who havedeparted in peaceand plmty, whohave
‘escaped, perhaps, sharper and longer trials than their brief
mortal anguish——who will be thé earlier improved to per-
fect worth at the fountain of itomortal being and beatitude.
Death is said to be the privilege of human nature,—the
pori of refuge,—the crown of life. It must be so for the
stainless soul; it is a transition from dangerous time to
‘sife eternity. It shocks the survivors who cherished the
defunct, Jike a rupture of ali the Hbres of their hearts ;
their laccrated bosoms may long feel and beway deep
wounds ; but thcy have their consolation in the sceurity
of disembodied merit; aad it is a Joud and benevolent call
of Providence upon them, fur self-preparation of every
kind, in reference to a doom which is universal. All the
gusheés of painful memory may serve as salutary admoni-
tions,—all ‘may cause their thoughts and resolutions to
ascend to that sphere, in which our religion and our rea-
sson place the shades of the beloved and the good.,
'.".The sudden dissolution which has been and must he
Arequent, of persons of public distinction and wide social
connexions, must affect not a fow of their distingnished
associates, with influences such as those which the poet
asc nbcs to su;-P an ovont.

“ Qur dying friends come oer us, like a cloud, -
To damp our weridly ardours, and abato
o, That glare of life, which often blinds the wise,
Our dying ftiends are pioneers, to smoothe
" Our rugged path to death; to break those burs
" OF terros, and abhorrence, natnre throws
"*Cross our abstructed way, and thus to make

O



-l [RRE R
- . i VoL

DEA‘I'H AXD 'rm: nmnr NS
. R ,*"5" ‘@‘;’ 1* '; :- et > v ‘
W elcome, as saﬁ:, our part ﬁ-mn ewry s!drm. ) . .
‘Each friend by fate’ siintht. front 04.is a plun?e ke
Pluok'd trom, the wing ‘of’ himidn vanity, .l
Which mukes us stoop frony Ha tﬁn'ai hcxght &c "

Were it cortain that, the Jonger we live the wiser we
becowe and the happier, then; indecd, a lung life’ would be
desivable ; but since, on the contrary,.our mental strength
decays, and discases and 'sofrows take piuce of health and
enjoyments, if any wizh is wise, it is surely the wish that
we should be taken away, unslmkén by years, undepréw«
od Ly equaly, and undespoiled of our beltor ﬁwult;es.

Ol Ford says of deathe— '

M “ Death ! pish ! "tis but 2 seuud ; a rmmc in air,
A winute’s storm, or not 50 much ; fo tumble
From bed to bed, be massacred alive
By some physcians, for u month or two,
*Ju hope of frecdom trom a fever's tovients,
Might stagger manhood,”

Creat stiess §s often Jaid upon the vons;dm.mon, that
huspand and wife. or other near velatives, should 'not be:
s divided in the grave.”  This popular notion is artificial,’
and moy not always he indulaoed. ' —

The wortal remaius hecome, in a fow years, as nmhln"
s Pust thow art, and unto dust thou shalt return” What
with the depredations of time and the worm, and the
physical casnalties and processes of change, all uttempts
at union in death, in this sense, prove idle—all woraliza- .
tion is fanciful.  The enlighiened nations that consigned
every corpse to the flames, did not suppose that they vio-
lated any sacred sympathies, or separated the dead—the
Indian wife who ascends the fuueral pyre thinks that she
gues o join her husband, when her ashes are scattered to
the wiwds of heaven:-in the vast majority of instances of
hurwl, or the 'disposition of the human body, those who,,

e
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have bheen connected m hfe, are for ever * divided 1n
death,” The tiue union1 to be looked for in another form
and sphere, which we are taught to regard as much Jess
precarious and perishable. 1t 1s not; however, to be dis-
puted that the will of the dend with regmd to thewr
remams should be nbserved, as far as practicable, and
when no motives enist to the contrary, wiluch the dead
themeclves, of capable of commumcating then opunon,
would acknowledge to be paramwount,  All winton or
mcrcenny violation of the giave s, too, detestible A
ngd abstience fiom any entrance te the tomb on
whatcver oce won, for what purposc sotvar, would he
sheer superstiion o1 refmement (vee sive anid propos-
terous

Honoms to the dead,—unl <, they be intended to flafter
the Ivipg,—form an my veant homase o windh the ex 1z
getation 1s oxtenaed by the dismterest ducss, il (he
effect upon the spuit of emulition may be salutary  The
unperfections of chuactes and ertors of conduct, which
were blended with ere it mentsm the deee ase d mdividual,
ate not presgent Lo lesacn the ¢stecem md the desie of
muiation which the aitter exate —worth1 ehnowled, c
and filt, the 1050 s forgotten or but fantly 1enw mbeicd,
if peisonal mteicsts, o party passicns, or the clams of
Justice and mornty do not pevoke a full smvey and
vivid exposwre  [ms last exception howevet, 15 Inghly
mmportant

The mna a that the shioud should serve as 1 pall of
oblwion generally tou the €inits or vices ot the dcad, who
have filled hgh stations and a Tnpe space m the ¢y of
mankind, has alway< appened 1o us to he unsound mnd
even of a misclnesous tendency, Bad examples, e<pecially
when they have been attuuded with the cutastriophe ap
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propriate to thmr rhar:;cter, are as usefuf in the moml aa‘
the good, and should be mdustyiougly récalied to puhhc”
notice in all their deforniity amf \gjth ‘th&w&mmg convey-
cd by their earthly punis).ment Ifthe go“od mqemplnycd
to attract and mmte, ‘the bad shonld beequal{y, to disgust
and terrify. This being the case, the propriety of unveil-
ing and stigmatizing the Iatter, becomes the movre mamfmt
and exigent, when they 'tzjn’e attempted to he imposed upon
public opinion in a false ahd seductive light; when by
palliatives and glosses and pattial oxhibitiens, their natu-.
ral and just effect is counteracted; or, what is worse,
perverted into a blind for the understanding and a seda-
live for the moral sense, in the perception of obliquity.
All this is to be understoad, as quite distinet fram any
approval of that wanton asnersion of the respectable dead,
to which resort is sometimes had, even for the purpose of
calumuijating estimable survivors.  No reprobation could
he too severe for this pruciicv. We ¢an coneeive nothing’
more hase or atrociops than to strike or to sting at_the
nionuments where “ noble names lie :slc.(-[mw”—-—to dl‘itll
anew the rank venom of forgotten gall, gleaned in alﬂn»’
der's den, and so spread it afresh that it may eat into the )
marrow of a consecrated fune,  Mr. Bur ke, stlgumtmnrf
the corps of libellers in Paris at the heighit of the Freuch
revolution, observed : « They bave tigers to fall wpon ani- -
mated strength ; they have hywnas lo prey upon carcasses;.
the sanctuary of the tomb is not sucred (o them j—~they
deny cven to the departed the sacred inanunities of the
grave. Their turpitude purveys to their malice; ‘and they
unplumb the dead for bullets to assassinate the living.” Far
dificrent is this vampire war from the legitimate hostilities
of ciiticism, satice or rep\ohmmn, whether moral, political .
or literary. Whoever he may be .that pursues it, will .
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lmﬂ&’dn & end, undergo the mte of Milton’s person-
Sl heard—. -

#0904
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g;ﬂﬁ‘,lﬁh x:egamf"ig_a the resp‘ecsmﬂq, -Geference, in general,
s to the dead, the Dest manifestation of ‘those feclings,
ﬁ i‘l’qt by ?‘duthr(I‘ ’c'r’appihg‘s?_&ﬁfl'i ssrvnnces of we,
fashioriable rites ani" usag;a, ~hnt - by the performance of
tfuties towd rd‘;the hwmg by sieh' i course of conduct and
: ultm‘e of - spirlt ag the dead “with pelfected reason and
;.érpuriﬁed heart should be supposed to approve and desire.
;&Eﬁ:uﬁted grlef ihe‘rt rIesbondency, engrossing ceremo-
Miies, are. 1‘opugr}’ant to the mam ohhgatmns and cnds of
<onr mortal being, and to the right, chiistian view of death,
E»H.hd the condltion ‘of such of the’ departed as arc esteemed

8 wortpy of rcgrot and moumlng

# ‘TH_JTAMEN‘[ ARY BpMavoLDNe Bo—A sefmon has been is-
: sned, the r)b;ect of which'i§ t&- encourugo ‘the practice
‘ot éhairitﬁble bcquje Deuth-bcd (,hanty ig, ‘doubtless,
;ldudab!e but it iy not to be extolled. as! ‘édual to a life of
%ﬁctwe ‘and re]igious v lrhm. werythmzz bhoula be done

P\

tt}"étimuhte tﬁe nch to dnidc theu pteans —general

??ﬁﬁnnumer&bla téngiren,
nnl Hiss, the.gound .

-jad‘vance the common weal and cxalt the nature ef the
‘ behefactors and the charactm of society. True generosity
tcnatsts, in some dc'gx‘et of self: privatiorr ot denial, aud
: : e L "We cannot

dr)nly admn*e hin who hugs iz treasure to the last,—
«wha.tover may be the fidal alsposmon “of it;—unless we
suppose that he has sa(nﬂced the pleasure of giving in
”hxs lifevtzme', an‘d ihe noble Teputatlon of munificence, in
ordprv to be in the en;i morc amply’ and. usefully bountifut
Eot ery rare case‘
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The character of Cumberland’s Benevolent Jew is one
of the finest ever drawn: yet it is not in nature. He who
sordidly starves himself, would starve others: a heart
well-constituted and regnlated works uniformly, consist-
cntly, comprehensively ; the genuine spivit of charity is
not pasthumous. not fond of nice and very prospective
caleulation. Men who had Ied miserly ov the least
exemplary hves, have made the largest and most cele-
brated death-bed  benefactions for veligious or other
public uses :—from such chiefly did the Chareh hecome
inovlinately afllunent in the middle ages We are in-
clined to doubt whethey the heqguesty to Societies, that
are now amassig manense fimds in the United States,
oneht (o Le enconraved. [t is by governments o muni-
cipal eorporations that public foundations should be en-
dowed  —individuals may do most good  with  their
wealth, by expendnyr it themselves in henevolent detail.

LORD BYRON AND MORALITY.

We were once acensed of having deeried or repro-
hated the memory of Lord Byron, chiefly on aceount
of his acknowledged religions scepticism, or, his ungues-
tionable atheism. It is. indeed, In our cyes an immea-
surable demerit, to pubiish that which tends to destroy
the best corrective of haman intivities, the strongest
restiaint on human passious, the highest consolation of
human wretchedness. We must  condemn whatever
ericicates, or disturbs, those principles and seatiments
wiieh produee 1ght action and promote internal prace.
B Byron's proclaimed infidelity is not the main gronund
upon which we rested our strictures: we had in view he

vule L 13
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-general immorality of his example and writings; the
pernicious abuse of his splendid endowments and glori-
ous opportunities; the pollution and infection of the
stream flowing from Helicon over so wide an expanse
and down a scries of ages. ¢ Poems and novels of a
seductive and licentions cast,” says an eloquent writer,
¢ excite disgust, fear, and horror, in every man and
woman who reflect upon those virtues which alone give
support, comfort and continuance to human sociely.
The intercsts of both private and public life authorize
any person, though conscious of manifold frailtics, to
brand them with the deepest marks of whomitation,
We cannot long deceive ourselves.  Poetical geniuses, of
loose and infidel spitit, can offer to us or to themselves,
but feeble consolations from wit and imagery, when we
are left to solitary reflection and the agony of remorse.
Aduonition, on this score, is particalarly important to
young persons who live amid the allurements of a great
and high viced town, or among freethinking literati and
the more calm and sober sensualists.”

Some fanatical admirer of Lord Byron complained of
“cold and heartless asperity,” and hints at Christian
charity. What ix that charity —what real generosity—
what the proper direction of the heart? We answer—
the preference and encowragement of all that advances
the true happiness of individuals and states, and preserves
the dignity of our nature.  Charity is a prineiple of avne-
ral safety ; of carefnl discrimination and compichensive
beneficence.  As far as morality, in the bhroad acceptation,
forms the prime good and solid assurance of communities,
it is the cardinal object of the affections of a sound heart
and the Iubours of an enlightened intellect.  The worst of
all inhumanity is, in fact, that spwious kindness, that re-
stricted sensibility or mawkish sentimentality, that latitude
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of indulgence, by which the corruption of morals is facili- -
tated: because this is the greatest of all’ evils in every )
instance.  Dissoluteness is a significant Yerm-—it means

destruction : it i» the fatal taint of mortality. We are as’
hostile to cant, Jdelusion, bigotry, Tanaticism, bondage of

mind or body, as any of our contemporaries; but we

have, at the same time, so profound a conviction of the

public and private importanee of practical morals,—of the

complicated danger and misery of vice,—of the mischiev-

ousness of whatever panders to depraved appetites or

excites liwless passions—that we can make no conces- '
sion nor compronuse touching them, even to the most

brilhant of mtellectnal endowments or products, or to the

most natmal weakness  of inconsiderate  admiration.

Genunine wainmth and efficiency of freart are obtained

and secured, hy the exercise of the social and domestic

dnties i by practieal virtne ; ond by the culture of a phi-

lanthiopic spirit under the anspices of a clear and alert
reason,

We nearly worship genius; we devour inspired verse ;
but we honour no mu=e nor muse’s favonrite, with whose
effusions there is mixed a subtle poison or gross imagery
tending to corrupt and valgarize morals and manners
from generation to geneiation.  In proportion to the
homage which we pay, and the value which we aseribe
to talents and leaning, are we sorvowful and indignant
at their perversion and debasement,

Whatever allowance may be properly or necessarily
made, in private life, for hman frailties or excesses, the
public theory of morals and metit ought to be strict and
i-xorable.  'T'o be plain, we do not believe in the doc-
time that eertzin vices may be deeply rooted or long
induleed, and real virtues continue to flourish with them
in the same individual, Absolute gangrene in any part



144 DIDACTICH.

of the soul must, as in any part of the body, gradually
produce a gc'l.lcral mortification. Habitual chriety, de-
bauchery, gambling, avarice,—any onec of the licentious
habits and inordinate appetites, or malignant propensi-
ties, if not duly checked, or utterly suppressed, will
destroy, erc very long, the whole moral essence, Ile
that surrenders himsclf to either, is in danger, il not sure,
of becoming thoroughly and finally depraved.

We repeat that we reverence the lyre, and could almost
worship those who have struck its chords nobly and
sweetly j—we (eel Wl its harmonies, and connect it with
the sublime soul of the universe.  Poetry, in 11s essence,
and as a part of that mighty agent of vood on ill, litera-
fure, possesses vast consequencee with regard to movals,
mind and manners.  Henee she zeal which we simcerely
profess for its excecllence and purity ; aad henee, also, the
alurm which we are ready to sound when we think that
it may contaminate youth, and that its prestiges, its duz-
zling and enchanting properties, may serve to recommend
or palliate vice or folly in the personal example of its
oracles, Pope has cwsed the vein which could give
virtue scandal or innocence a tear :—profligate verse is
eminently like that fabled worniecood star, whose light
fills with bitteyness the waters upon which it falls.
Nothing more poweifully awakens and arms the pas-
stons, and certainly

“The worst of slaves is he whom passion rules.”

There may he fervid affections, carnest opinions, firm
resolves, strenuous virtue, without those violent commo-
tions and occaswonal excesses, of which Moore himself
has commemorated the *pain, the penitence, the wo.”
The first maxin to be taught, is, that “no man liveth
unto himsel(”’—or, as it has been observed, for his own
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little pleasures, or mean gratifications, or low unworthy
desives, the paltry family of selfishness, which, by the Jaw
of Providence, defeats its own aims and purposes; and
that “every individnal may and ean confer specific
benefit on his fillow-creatures, within his own sphere of
action, more or less limited, by a continued exoertion of
the talents and wholesome propensities with which he
finds himself intrusted.”™

We conld, doubtless, suceessfully dispute the proposi-
tion that splendud abibties, the high poetical temperament,
are necessanly or usually attended by signal eccentiicities
and ragme, corrosne humonrs 5 and weme sure that our
contemporin y who asserts that the most moal poets who
ever lived, have heen geneially the most intemperate and
profticate of aueny has fellen into a gross iographicad
error. 10 botter to appear a little intrusive, 1omantie
or tirer! than to cast ~sighs or flowers over ribaldry and
Llasphicisy, aned lend aid to the tomph of varnished vice
and pampered podes Heors the mdsaathrope who hates,
vilities, and dishonours nankouel and hnupan nature.—
and not the man who deanes; contemms and araigns,
however  severely, hbettines and  pests, mo whatever
Inowd of fame or temple ol adolatiy. The misanthrope
fully conviets himscelt, i Ins estimate and deseviption: of
s speaies, —and thas did the Churelulls, the Byrons, the
Shelleys, and id wonies omne,

The example ol Byron, so splendidly gitted, <o prema-
turely  distinewished, <o wildly naprovident, <o despe-
vatelv vicoas, so mtensely naserables teems with stiiking
ancl sadutary Dssons, whielr the spurions philosophy,
clioraate extohaatuon, selish paotiahity, and tad  or
treacnerous vesenve of Moore, has o tendeney to countey-
aers Nevertheles s, whoever pernses the Life of the Poet
Wit unadulterate woral sense and  temperate fancy,

13 <
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without prepossession or absorbing admiration for poeti-
cal abilities and triumphs.—will clearly see and deeply
feel those lessons.

TRAGIC ACTING.

NOTICES OF KEAN'S PRINCIPAL PERFORMANCES DURING IS FIRST SEASON
IN PHILADELPIIA, AND PUBLISHED IN A SERIES OF I'IVL ARTICLE >,

L

As 1 could not pronounce unqualified pimegyric on the
performance of this eelebrated actor, hut, on the coutrary,
found morean ity in eeneral, to blane thin to commend, 1
have abstained, while e was inc this eity, o oflermg
you my opmions on the subject, Ushould have been sorry
to Le the means of deterrving, throngh your columns, eyven
one mmdividual ffom enterine the theatre on his account,
hecause L thought, and still think, that lus powers deseryve
to be witnessed and the exchequer of the respectable
nimagers 1o be filled. If yon have admitted anything
calculated to intertere with cither objeet, it has been, T
prestme, for the purpose of counteracting what 1 regard
its @ =ystem ol mercenay nonposittons upon the publie,
audaciously pursued in the reports of one of the evening
papers, with 1espeet to the merit and success of My,
Kean's exhibitions. Those yeports could, no bty he
thought to carry with them theiv anfidote in their extra-
vagant and illitesate character;  but this nueht be
overiovked, particulinly at a distanee, even by well con-
stituted and improved minds, and the wmost outrageaus
hyperboles aseribed to the operation of really grcat uni-
form dramatic excellence upon a wixed aundience wrought
up by mechanical sympathy to excessive adnuration, and
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a weak understanding and raw fancy in the reporter pro-
ducmg, when strongly excited, their natural fruit—ecstatic
visions and rbapsodical bombast,

T was present at five of the principal exhibitions of Mr,
Kean, The averace applause which he reccived, did not,
certainly, exeeed that which was bestowed here upon
Couoke, Wallack, Mrs, Bartley, M, Cooper, My, Dufl; in
their several appearances, To judge, from my own ob-
servation e was not as heaty, generad and fiequent as in
the case of the thice first-nanmed pedformers. All these
won the saffiaees ol a v ges propotion of the speetators :
more avidity to enjoy their eflorts wias manitested by the
public, T.am prysuwled that the majotity of the enltivated
minds and of those particulavly conversant with the sub-
Ject ol the staves expernenced disappomtinent in ollowing
M Kean Hhrouel bis hest partsy and yemain dissatisfiod
with the oeneral execution of them and his characteristie
p:nlv\\nln:li wivle,

Aa for the venement sl general wish tor @ renewal of
his encagement here, abont wineh a fine sty has heen
told and a triiumphant descant sune. i wounld not have
heen remavkable i, in the deacth of novelty and that de-
vree of genjus and skl which no one will deny him to
possess, a dispositon to cctain him shonll have heen
mantested Dy that pait of the connnuiuty which s willie
to find anmscment in the theatre. No oevidenee of this,
however, coubl e doceetly colleeted from whal passed
there on Wadnesday evennne, At the termination of the
play,—Otheloe—some voices called for ATy, Kean, ond o
Lo a~ of the sae note ensued, which was o from being
uie cesid, CThe ohject of the uproar seemed to be a vale-
dictory how or speech from Mr. Kean, As soon as this
gentieman made Jus appearance, ashing the pleasure of
tie boase, a person in the gullery exclaimed something
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about the renewal of his engagement ; upon which he im-
mediately answered that he would comply with the general
wish as far as was compatible with other engagements.
“Whether the first who raiscd the invocation in the pit had
their cue, or the fiiend in the gallery was stationed there
for the purpose of uttering what he did, I will not pretend
to say, nor would [ insiunate that Mr. Kean or the mana-
gers were parties to a hoax ; but certainly the transaetion
had an air of pre-concert. It was rv;__rur(lwl as aclever
ruse by the spectators in my neighbourhood.

At all events, considered as evidence of that enthusiasna
“of public favour which it has been adduced to prove, it is
completely invalidated by the paucity of the andience of
Fridity, and the spaceleft unoceupied on Satinday. Only
two additional appeatanees and yel no erowd even at the
Jast!  The popular efleryescence must have soon evapo-
rated. It cannot he maintained that the public hnew not
generally of the new opportunities furnished for new 1ap-
tures.  The manager announced them specifically from
the stage ; and they were posted amd adveitised for two
days previous to their occurrenee, m the nsual forms of
notoriety.

1 would not have it inferied from what [ have said, that
I consider the ficquency or ardour of the usnal plandits
in our theatie, as the eriterion of an actor's merit, either
absolutely or in the degree in which they may attend his
exerfions 5 or of the impression which he makes vpon the
class of his audience whom he should be mos: anxious
to please. 1 have heard of the canning plavwiieht who
provided in lis picce seventy places where ¢ sevently
strong claps would 1ise infallibly 7 and 1 can casily
imagine that ingenious system of acting, in wbich many
might be caleulated upon with ¢qual confidence.  Irecol-
lect the following language of a high authority in the
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question:  « The homage of taste and deep sympathy is
not tumultuous - the greatest note of admiration is silence:
the greatest vietory gained over an audience is when they
are fixed in mnte attention; when they are drawn into
the business and emotion of the seene. 'T'he rant of pas-
sion may, indeed, please an audience who, in whatever
country, for the most part think all is moving and admi-
ruble which is noise and @rimace; and it may streteh the
Junges and strain the museles of an ambitious actor, who
will almost die apon the spot for a thundering clip; but
it will avwaken, m judicious wen, no other sentunents
than indivnaten or contempt.”

Abroad. the » Bravos,”” and the clatter of the palms,
feet, and sticks, are often stipendiary ; if they must not,
m any mstance, be deemed suelr herey they cannot be
dented to hey inmany or most, the vexult ol mere forece
of imitation or of mere obstreperatishesa,

I would not, woeover, be thought (o admit  that
crowded Louses demonstrate either the excellence of a
forergn actor, or the estumation in which he is held by the
public.  Multitudes may be prompted to attend his per-
formances by the cwosiy winely iy celebyity at home
naturally excites; or hy the expectations of pleasure and
astonishment which are awakened by newspaper and
magazine cneominms so magmiicent, as to render it almost
itpossible to suppose that there is not considerable merit
in the subject of theny, although it may scem to be equally
impossible that he should be all that he is represented to
be. Every one is desirous to see the proclaimed prodigy,
or the stranger so much talked of; every one would
jude~ for himself; especially should the first auditories ¢x-
press disappeintient or take exception. Few will be
disposed to allow heforchand, that where there 1s great
renown, there may not be superlative ability. Stage
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trick, pantomimic dexterity, vicious novelty of manner,
the very extravagancies and defects of tragic representa-
tions, will catch the admiration of many, if the perforiner
have so much note as to prepare the mind for that senti-
ment, or to produce a sense (not unusual) of a sort of
duty on the score of wonder and approbation. Ilence
partics are formed and additional interest and curiosity
raised. On the subject of ‘crowded houses, I need not
remark to you in addition, that they can be drawn by
equestrian exercises and feats on the slack-rope; nor re-
mind you of what Buike has asserted—that ©if the
audience at o tragedy were informed of an execution
about to take place in the neighbonrhood, they wounld
leave the theatre to witness it.? The Roscius would be
deserted for the hangman ; the “ dying scenes” even of a
Garrick, for the last roonies of a malefactor.

These circumstances, together with the population of
Philadelphia, and the number of the ordinary fiequenters
of the theatre, being considered, the simple fact of «a
good run” for seven or cight nights will not be insisted
on as proof of the positive pre-cminence of the actor, or a
ratification of the claims set up for him.  On the other
hand, the thinness of his howses on several niahts of per-
formance, particululy the fwo last, might appear to admit
of none other than an unfavourable interpretation as to
the public feeling and judgment.  The magnetism of
natural genius and high perfection in art. felt o ol recog-
nized, would operate beyond the mere gratineation of
curiosity, and inerease in potency, when the phicnomenon
was about to be withdrawn.

Having disposed of historical matters, T will, Messrs,
Editors, submit my views, which 1 know to be held hy
many others, of the professional merit and demerit of
Mr. Kean.
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1L

I know but fow persons, and Iam not of the number,
whuo hesitate to acknowledge that Mr. Kean may be
styled an extraordinary actor.  As the hero of Drury
Lane, proclaimed by a considerable party in England to
be the vightful suecessor of Garrick, he ought to be seen
by the \mericans who are amateurs or would be con-
noissew s in the aflairs of the stage.  Serious dramatic
representation is of nuportance in its connexion with
letters and with publie taste and sentiment; we do well
to avinl owrselves of an opportunity of knowing what
phasts 1t wears, what diveetion it takes, in the capital
from which its character among ourselves is likely to be
derived,

Nature has endowed My, Kean with a vigorous genius,
and impoctant physical qualifications, for his pursuit.  Ile
possesses it fme physioznomy, a most expressive eye, a
niscular Game, well anfl even clegantly shaped, except
m the shoulders, whieh, being round and heavy in
appearance, detiaet much from the just cfiect of his
other proportions. He has studied the mechanism or
art ol the profession, with great assiduity and suceess ;
Le is tully trained m the tiick of the stage. Ile ean
penetrate nmself thoroughly  with his pait, and seem
engiossed by ity soas to counterfeit @ peifeet abstraction
fiom the audience. In every character which I have
seen bin personate, he furnishes at least some specimens
of what 15 culledd hrilliant execution; some felicities of
conception and  expression;  some  manifestations  of
supetior power and constimate  skill; that have an
clecieal efteet, and give universal satisfaction.

fie is eminently successful in situations which admit
of intense fire and vivacity of action; inarticulate pas-
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ston, or rapid alternations of countenance and tone.
Sudden and strong vicissitudes of feeling are admirably
portrayed in the ‘movement of his features. His eye
conveys the most opposite meaning and sensation with
singular quickness of transition and versatility of clo-
quence.  There was a fine developement of this faculty
in his dialogue as Shylock, with Tubal, in the third act
of the Merchant of Venice ; and, occasionally, in his per-
formance of Othello, the character in which he appeared
to most advantage in my eyes, and left the most vivid
remembrance, particularly on the second representation.

The rage, despair, fell revenge; the wild tumult of the
soul and [licree struggle of the affections, of which so
much is to be portrayed in the Moor gave scope for all
the energies and significancies of Jook, the mastery and
communicativeness of face and the impetuosity of move-
ment, to which | have adverted above. In the last act
particularly, there was signal ckecllence as regarded the
exccution of the murder ; the air and aspect to be worn
before and after the deed ind in its commission, and all
the evolutions of the general catastrophie. The previous
scene with Desdemona, in which the Jost handkerchief is
demanded, might also be indicated as of  surpassing
force in the manner.

I have so far spoken only of the pantomime or dumb-
show, and might have included a special tribute to his
general firmness of tread and occasional grace aiess of
posture: a confident, clastic gait, attitudes hespeaking
athletic vigour, with flexibility of limh, and presenting an
easy and regular outline, aie not to be overlooked in
chronicling the deserts of a tragedian. I would emblazon
the dying scenes, which are described by both his English
and American panegyrists, as wonders of ingenuity and
stupendous achievements both of mind and body. but I
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must confess that I cannot distinguish their justness as
imitations ; being, as I am, under the conviction that no
mortal, wounded and moribund, ever fell with the preci-
sion of pitch, and nicety of contour and straightness of
prostration, which mark Mr. Kean’s exits [rom the world.

Unless the copy be faithful, it resolves itself, in my
humble opinion, into a mere feat of agility and posture ;
what the French call tour de force, which they exhibit
daily, of the same kind, in equal perfection, at some of the
minor theatres of Paris.  Scaramouch does as much in
Italy. Whether it becomes a modern Roscius to play the
symmetrist in like manner, and seck distinction by fanci-
ful and elaborate pictures of that really inimitable extre-
mity—giving up the ghost—I leave to your better judg-
ment.  FFor my part, though there may be transcendant
intelligence, beauty, and fitness in the operation, { cannot
discover in it a particle of these qualities.

With respect to Mr., Kean’s recitation, the combined
use of the understanding and the voice, it is susceptible
of praisc in the enunciation of passages of a solemn,
emphatic tenor, which he does not conceive to require
vehemence of tone and velocity of utterance.  His
cadences are distinet and agreeable in measured and de-
liberate speech; if his voice is rarely musical, it is not
always grating; and as there are feclings and language
to which guttural notes, sepulchral sounds, even broken,
harsh accents, are appropriate, he at times excels in the
oratorical department of his profession.

1L

I have conceded as much to Mr. Kean, as liberality
wonid grant within the limits of truth and judgment.
Having noted his accomplishments and traits of supe-
riority, I have now to remark the objections to which he

VOL. I. 14
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is liable. Asa general stricture, it may be said that his
excellencies are perpetually passing into extremes,.or
degenerating into defects. He is always on his happicst
exhibitions of art, and most brilliant flashes of genius, on
the verge of extravagance.
“When he appears most perfect, still we find
Somecthing that jars upon and hurts the mind.”

His studicd play of physiognomy borders on grimace;
his animation of manner becomes incoherent bustle; what
is spirited savours of turbulence; what is passionate of
frenzy. He obviously relies morec on mechanical re-
sources, than on his gencral mental preparation and
powers, or his fervour of feeling and thorough possession
of his part. He is called a natural player, but his style
of acting is highly aitificiai and technical ; it is uniformly
claborate, systematic, and ambitious. Nothing is left to
the inspiration of the moment. I was particularly struck
with this circumstance in witnessing his second represen-
tation of Othello. During the two first acts of the piece,
it was, if I may be allowed the phrase, a fuc simile of the
first representation. The identity in every particular of
look, movement, tone, pace, posturc, was a plicunomenon
in respect to stcadfastness of method and force of habit.
In the remaining acts, his gesticulation \;ras less violent,
and his manner in general more subdued: but this was
plainly the result of calculation or physical accident, not
of diversity in the momentary impulses of senti:nent and
judgment.

The stature of Mr. Kean is low, and his shoulders, as
I have said, are not happily constructed. Garrick
laboured under the first disadvantage, and Le Kain,
the Roscius of the French stage, had to contend with
both #bstacles, and an ungainly visage in addition.
These celebrated players counteracted their mishap by
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professional discipline and the more effectual correctives
of an incessant display of genius, and nobleness of elocu-
tion. Garrick could be thought tall and majestic—Le
Kain was believed by those who only saw him in his
vocation, to be of lofly size and commanding aspect.

From whatever cause, Mr. Kean is not so fortunate as
either.  Ilis most enthusiastic partisans and encomiasts
in England have been obliged to confess that there is an
almost “ habitual want of dignity and elegance about
him"—a deficiency which, however, they pretend he
rcdeems by master-strokes of art and nature, and the
energies of passion and action. I have not been sensible
of this amends but in a very few instances.  'The general
impression produced by his carringe and mien is the
reverse of awe and respect  There is, to say no more,
not the least elevation in them, nor any gracefulness in
his person and movenient at large. As Shylock, hie needs
none, and nothimyg is missed.  But even in Sir Giles Over-
reach you require more stateliness and a more magisterial
feeling than appear; and in Richard and Othello, you find
unremittingly an utter want of physical adaptation and
patrician demeanour.

You do not see or hear in Mr. Kean, the magnanimous,
high-spirited Othello; the port of the general and veteran
warrior is lost ; his colour is not sunk in the swell of his
generous nature; you cannot imagine how Desdemona
could have heen won by his narrations—all that is im-
posing aund ingratiating in his character, according to the
design of the poet, vanishes; and his credulity, rage,
savage vindictiveness, and desperate atrocity only remain
—so that you are ready to say, with the quaint old critic
Rymer, when he is contriving a better catastrophe for the
piece—

“'The fairy handkerchief might start up to disarm the
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blackamoor’s fury and stop his ungracious mouth. Then
might she, Desdemona, (in a trance for fear) have ldin
dead. Then might he (believing her dead) honestly cut
his own throat, by the good leave, and with the applause
of all the spectators”  Tlazlitt, the pit-trumpet of Mr.
Kean at Drury Lanc, says of him in one of his news-
paper reports, that he appears, in Lear, like the king of
the Gypsies, instead of the truly royal, though credulous
and choleric personage whom Shakspeare portrays. I
found this remark verified on our stage. I could not
have declared to Mr. Kean’s Lear, with Kent— You
have that in your countenance which I would fain call
master.”  The character reccived a stamp of vulgarity
and imbecility. 1 may go further and candidly confess,
that the image of ehriety was in genceral presented to my
mind, The tottering gait, the Took alternately wildering
and fataous, the angry paroxysms-and crazed humours
of the old monarch, all mainly conveyed that image, in
the cast which they wore in Mr. Kean’s performance.
This apprehension of the scene,—wlich thus beeame, to
use a vulgar plrase, quizzical,—1 would not venture to
relate, had it not been, without intimation, that of others
remarkable for sagacity of observation and sobricty of
judgment.

Mr. Kean would seem to apply literally to his art, the
lesson of Demwosthenes with regard to oratory—anction,
action, action. 1lis limbs have no repose or steadiess in
scenes of agitated [eeling ; his hands are kept in unremit-
ting and the most rapid, convulsive movement ; secking,
as it were, a resting place in some part of his upper dress,
and occasionally pressed together on the crown of his
head. I have remarked the process to be the same in his
personation of different characters, and I think 1 may
assert that there is no eye which a habit of this kind
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would not strike as untoward and incongruous. The
wild groping of the fingers about the neck and breast
reminded me of Dryden’s conceit in one of his tragedies,
of the fumbling of the tenants of the cemeteries, at the day
of resurrection, for their dispersed limbs.

Quick and irregular motion, vehement and perturbed
gesture, are occasionally apposite; but there is a disci-
pline and temperament even for disorder, whether as to
action or to utterance, on the stage.  Hamlet’s lecture to
the players has passed into proverh, but like much other
aciomatic doctrine is oftener repealed than observed.
Situations occur for the tragedian, calling for the highest
powers of his genius and .the most curious refinements
of his art, in which gesticulation is misplaced and detri-
mental. It has been emphatically said that dignity has
no arms, espectilly wheye there is great foree of expres-
sion in the eyes and other featmes.  Dejection, lowly
grief, profound 1eflection, tender sentiment, contempt,
solemn or malicious menace, hautear, rising passion of
whatever nature, require but a look, a motion of the
head.  The ecnergetic use of the limbs spoils the true
and efiectual expression,

IV,

The greatest physical blemish to be signalized in this
tragedian, is the imperfection of his voice. This is uni-
versally admitted to be in general harsh and broken
while sweetness is, by some, ascribed to its lower tones.
Although I have found it in these tones, and in his few
intervals of calm and regular declamation, sufficiently
distinct and impressive, I can yct scarcely concede that
it admits of « a touch of harmony.” On these occasions
even, you could say of it,

14«
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“From hollow chest the low scpulchral note
Unwilling heaves and stroggles in the throat.” .

It is artificial when not strained, and in the tempest of
passion so frequent with the actor, is painfully hoarse
and almost altogether inarticulate. T know of no more
irksome noises than those which issue from his breast,
when he labours to express rage or horror in their utmost
intensity.  The exhaustion of his lungs has a two-fold
inconvenience ; for there is always something contempti-
ble in infuriate passion where the physical powers fail.
His consciousness of the natural insufliciencey of his voice,
scems to stimulate him to more violent efforts in action
and aspeet, and thus carrics him further beyond the
bounds which he is otherwise prone to transgress,

The same insufficiency has, indeed, as may be at once
pereeived, a train of the worst consequences. It subjeets
him to the reproach which Churchill casts upon Maeklin,
of dealing largely in halfformed sounds; it eanses lim
to play inordinately fo the eye, and attach himsell much
more to the general, than particnlar sense and expression
of his part; it robs his audience of a good portion of the
literary heauties and ethical lessons of the poet.  1le has
fallen into peculiarities in the management of his voice,
which form an aggravation of the case. The sudden,
mechanical depression and quick, violent viessitude of
toncs—the precipitate  strain and extreme volubility
immediately preceding or following long  prmses, or
slow, reprsssed cnunciation, which he so {requently
affects, may be diflicult achicvements, but they are
very foreign to the interests whether of the actor
or auditor. The author is more and more sup-
préssed, and a wider departure commitied from the
rules of reason and taste, 1 have amused myself with
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imagining what impression Mr. Kean, with his system of
declamation, and his dissonant; confused accents in his
cbullitions of rage, would make upon a Dblind person
critically conversant with the dramatist whose composi-
tion he might be veciting.  C'ertainly it would not be one
of much admiration. Novr would the resalt, 1 think, be
very different, as to any auditory at large, i the tragedian
wore a mask.  We know that the faee was entirely
concealed on the ancient stage, and that, notwithstanding,
even greater efleets were produced than any which are
recorded of the best representation of any player of
modern times,

Hazlitt remarks of Mr. Kean's Richavd on one occa-
sion, that “cvery sentence was an alternation of dead
pituses and rapnd utteranee;” and properly adds that
“the most common-place. drawling monotony is not more
mechanical or oflensive.”  The Jength of his panses,
with the studied play of the visage as the cubstitate of
the toncue, while they are maintaned, has something of
the air and more of the eflect of the memorable dizpate in
Rabelois, between Paninge ol the English philosopher,
“which was performed without a word of speaking,”
so that one portion of the audience made one inference
and another, another 5 every one interpreted as he hked
best.  Garrich's cotemporary and  rival, Quin, was
addicted to Jong panses; and you may recollect the
story which is told on the subject.

When, in the Fair Penitent, Lothario gave Horatio the
challenge, Quin, who acted Horatio, instead of accepting
it instantaneously, made 2 long pause, and dragged out
the words,

“I'll meet thee here.”

He paused so long before he spoke, that some impatient
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‘person honestly called out from the gallery, ¢ Why don’t
you tell the gentleman whether you will meet him or
not?”

But Quin, notwithstanding his pauses, was distinguish-
ed for giving full sway to the language and sentiment of
his principal. The poet Churchill says of him,

« His words bore sterling weight, ncrvous and strong
In manly tides of sense they rolled along;
Happy in art, he chicfly had pretence
To keep up numbers, yel not forfeit sense.”

Mr. Kean has no pretence and indeed, no ability, to
keep up numbers. His auditor can have no perception
of thythm oreven verse, where a sort of amalgam is made
of whole phrases either by hurry or hoarseness of utter-
ance ; and where long pauses are arbitrarily introdoced
not only between words, but the syllables of the same
word. [ camot conceive a more fanciful reading of the
dramatic poets, or wilder havoc of their lines, than may
be alleged against Mr. Kean, as a general charge, There
cannot he the least affinity between the style of his reci-
tation and that of Garrick's, whom he is said to follow in
the imitation of nature. That master of the histrionic
art was, it is true, energetic but without bombast ; simple
but without vulgarity ; lofly and vehement, but not turgid
or vociferous. Ife declaimed with the utmost truth, cle-
gance and precision, and plumed himself upon “setting in
the strongest relief the merits of his poet in thou«aht and
diction; upen marking all the shades of excellence in a
dramatic composition.—FHe avoided the stiff and state]y
monotonous manner—as well as incoherent rant, but he
loved high and weighty elocution. Ileroic verse was, in
his theory, to be metrically and majestically pronounced.
~It may be seen by the verses which I have quoted from
Churchiil, that, when his practice gave the tone to opinion,
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the preservation of rhythm was considered as a title to
distinction and compatible with the full expression and
cfficiency of sense, passion and nature. 1have now ar-
rived at the topic which 1 think of real importance in the
question of the Drama, and will therefore reserve it for
separate consideration,

V.

When I spoke of Garrick's style of acting, I did not rely,
wholly or chiefly, on the authority of his biographers. I
have received a particular account of it from men of the
strongest and most caltivated intelligence, who witnessed
a part of his carcer. fis reputation and excellence arose
in a considerable degree from lis intimate study and know-
lIedge of the design and pocetical felicities of his author : as
Goldsmith says of liim in his * Retaliation,” he made the
fame of many diamatic wiilers ; not, we wmay he assured,
by lis pantowimic powers, areal as these weiey, but by
scerznge and often improving their conception as to charac-
ter and its developenent ; and by so delivering the parts of
the dialocue which fell to his share, as to set ofl to the
greatest advantace the thought and language. e neither
raved, gasped, panted, as we see My, Kean do, nov prac-
tised his (iightful hysterical Jaugh, or his ineflably dis-
agreeable ¢ry of horror.

He could do more than astonish the audience by the
cnergies of gesture and the evolutions of countenance ;
he overpowered them by tragical tones—sublilse enun-
ciation of noble sentiment and intense  feeling—by
communicatitr a vibrationr: to the heart, while he clevated
tie fancy and satisfied the judgment and the ear. [le
drew and fixed attention and carried interest to the highest
point of excitement, by gradations of emotion and repre-
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sentation :—he could express, by turns, tenderness, joy,
anguish, with sure eflect, and as springing from genuine
internal impulses. Garrick was lost in the character
which he personated—the spectator ceased to distinguish
or recollect the actor. His performance presented one
grand and harmonious picture, and left one uniform, pro-
found impression as a whole. None of these merits can
be ascribed to Mr, Kean. He is not pathetic ; he has no
tenderness or softness—there are no degrees in his exer-
tion—if he be not on the full stretch, he is spiritless. He
exhibits no medium or approach of distress or rage—
when not in extreme agony or fury, he is, gencrally, tame
and insipid. As Othello, from the first hint of lago, re-
specting Desdemona’s infidelity, he is all jealousy, fierce-
ness, despair ; and in this, sacrifices the design and genius
of Shakspeare. I could not have believed it possible, un-
til I saw Mr. Keanas Lear, that the griefs and paroxysms
of the aged monarch, which almost extort tears in' the
private recollection of them—that the splendid poetical
passages of the part, which distend the imagination as
they are read—would, when expressed by an actor of so
much celehrity, produce so little sensation either in my
own breast, or in a mixed audience. I saw no evidence
of lively, appropriate emotion ; 1 have conversed with no
one who pretends to have been affected. It was Mr. Kean
that was uppermost in the minds of all. One of his Eng-
lish critics remarks that at times his whole efforts, though
powerful, is in a wrong direction,and disturbs the reccived
idea of the character he represents. Such was the case
in his Lear, almost throughout ; frequently in his Othello,
and sopgetimes even in his Shylock. The liberty which
he takéfd with Shakspeare, in giving the Jew a fierce and
disdginful air on his final exit, struck every spectator who
had read the piece.



* TRAGIC ACTING, 163

I return to the points upon which I would lay most”
stress,—full declamation in tragedy-—the precedenco of
the poet over the actor—the compatibility of natore and
refined oratorical art on the stage. Garrick, called the
most natural of actors, and who was the most successful
in exciting and overpowering his andience, yet practised
“all the labour’d artifice of speech.”

He studied the modulatio scenica celebrated even before
the time of Cicero as a leading attribute of the good tra-
gedian. Mrs. Siddons and Talma, the first perforthers
of the present age, with whose style T am familiar, com-
bine the most forceful expression of passion, the most
complete command over the sympathics and imaginations
of the audicnce, the power of producing as much of
1llusion as can ever exist in a theatre, with a measured,
attuned, ambitious recitation, and an incessant endeavour
to give relief and effect to the genius and excellences of
their authors. I could fecl and doubly enjoy the imagery
and diction of Shakspeare in the mouth of Mrs. Siddons;
the harmony and delicacy of Racine’'s poetry, and the
nervous lines and masculine scutiment of Corneille, in
that of Talma, while I was as deeply interested and moved
by their general purport, the plot, and situations, as it was
otherwise possible to be. The feast afforded the literary
taste, did not, in any degree, close the heart to the tragic
influences of the scene. It is worth while to quote the
language of Baron de Grimm concerning the celebrated
Le Kain, that it may seem what, at a season when the
dramatic art had rcached its perfection and the best mo-
dels of it flourished, was thought to constitute a primary
and indeed indispensable quality of a great actor, and
how far the views of the most accomplished critics were
those which I entertain. It was also,” says Grimm, “to
the charms of his voice that our modern Roscius, Le
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Kpin, was indebted for his most distinguished success. I

&/Abserved that it was naturally thick and heavy. By
:‘ of application and labour he conquered these defects,
sg.{far that nothing remained but the habit of & firm,
weighty, sustained tone. 1 have never heard a human
voice of which the inflexions were more diversified and
pure ; stronger or softer ; of a more affecting and terrible
pathos. No verses appeared weiak, when he condescended
to pronounce them with care. A more precious fuculty,
no Moubt, and one which he had improved to the utmost,
was that of causing all the beauty of fine verse to be felt,
without ever diminishing the force of passion or truth of
expression. While he lacerated the heart, he mvariably
enchanted the ear—his voice penetiated to the bottom of
the soul and left a deep impression and lasting recollec-
tion.” .
As it is admitted on all hands that the first objects of
the regular thcatie, are not the delight of the eye, the
excitement of sutprise, or in geneial the pleasure to be
communicated by pantomimic exhibition, but those which
are so fincly expressed in the prologue to Cato, and for
which

% tho tragic muse first trod the stage,”

nothitg would seem more important, in the representation
of the principal characters of Shakspeare, than a clear,
sonorous, scientific recitation. I need not speak of the
harmony ang magnificence of his verse at times, certain
to afford gratification and improvement to minds in any
degree lettered, but may pass at once to other points.
“The plays of Shakspeare,” says Johnson, in his incom-

able preface to the poet’s works, “are filled with
gctical axioms and domestic wisdom. It was said of
Euripides, that every verse was a precept ; and it may be

4
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said of Shakespeare, that from his works may be collect-
ed a system of civil and economical prudence.”~—¢ Who
shall affirm,” says a later writer, with equal justness,
“that the tragedy of Shakspeare bhas not an elevation of
its own, or that it produces pleasure only hy exhibiting
spectacles of varied anguish?  The reconciling power of
his imagination, and the genial influences of his philoso-
phy, are ever softening and consecrating sorrow. He
seatiers the rainbow hues of faney over objects in them-
selves repulsive,  He nicely developes the ¢ sout of good-
nexs in things evil’ to console and delight us.  He blends
all the most glorious imagery of nature with the passion-
ate expression of aflliction.  Ile sometimes in a single
ilpage expresses all intense sentiment in all its depth, yet
identfies it with the wildest and the grandest objects of
creation. Thus be makes Timon, in n%- hitterness of bis
soul, <er up his fomh on the heached shore, that the wave
of the ocenn may mnee a day cover himn with its embosxed
foini——e~ panding an individual feeling into the extent of
the vast and efernal sea; yot making us feel it as more
intense, from the very sublimity of the image,”

If ads this he true, as it unquestionably is, excellence
annot be justly aseribed to the actor in whose perform-
ance the pereeption of much, or the greater part of it,
is lost 1o the andijtor, when that of nearly the whole could
be retained and rendered more poignant, with a different
voice and method, and yet nothing sucrificed in any other
important respect.  “A play,” says Dryden, «to be like
nature, is to be set above it; as statues which are placed
on high are wmade greater than the life, that they may
¢rseend to the sight in their just proportion.”  So with
theairical declamation—it must, to be natural, to meet the
ineent and fulfil the best uses of the drama, be of a dif
ferent strain from that of common life; measured, full,

VoL, I 15
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sustained, nicely adjusted to thought and diction. If it
"be Wéll that passion should still be expressed in verse on
_the stage; that tragedy should still retain the heroic cle-

vation as well as metre—that still «the gorgeous pall”

should * come sweeping by,” it is also well and in unison
"that elocution should be there such as L have described.

The height to which Mr. Kean is raised in opinion
“among a portion of the British public, his being populurly
considered as a greal actor, is, to me, ominous of the de-
generacy of the tragic boards in England. His style,
though defective in points so essential, being successtul
and found sufficient to give fune and eminence, will be
imitated, and the {rue standard of excellence more and
more neglected.  Admitting then, his redecming quadities,
those signal merits whicli I have acknowledged, the ap-
prehension which yet aaturally and fairly arises 15—

“ What bouncing mimic grows a Roscius neat ?”

Tragic representation will he {urther resolved into pan-
tomime, and Shakspeare’s dialogue experience at Drury
Lane and Covent Garden, a fate like that which has he-
fallen Metastasio's in Italy. The Italian audience being
enamoured only of the richly executed air, the brilhant
arietle, and become indifferent to the verse and sentiment
of one of the most pathetic and elegant of poets, the
performer in thn opera makes of the matter ot the recita-
tive what he pleases, and often substitutes for it the
grossest buffoonery.

REVISION AND CORRECTION.

Nor the least curious part of Dr. Parr's correspondence,
is that which relales to his exquisite nicety in his lite-
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rary labours, and his minute emendations of his text.
He destroyed =heets because he perceived that «three
suceeeding paragraphs began with infinitive moods,” and
the word task cccurred twice in two pages. He obscrves
in one of s “1idgety letters about stops and syllables™—.
as . Johnstone denominates them-—¢1 feel the anxinty
of Addison, who would cancel u shicet to alter a comman
particle; and it was by this particular care of his words
thaf they put forth such beautiful blossoms and such deli- |
cions fruits” Uis friend Homer, nnder whose stipervision
his Preface to Bellendenus was printed in London, in-
curred  trouble suilicient to ciaze any common hrain.
Commas. colons, and semicolons, were the subjects of
many anery cpistles. Parr, sensible of lis tormenting
exactions, wiote to hus worthy correetor of the press:
“Now, Homer, yonr patience will be so niuch exescised,
that yon will be fitted for married life: and i yon have
hot your veward in this life by sl rimony. yon will, afier
bearing all the trias T put in your way, he qualified to
contend with Joh limself o half the share of his reward
in another.”  Tle had composed many monumental in-
seriptions, yet after be was elected to wiite that of Jobn-
son, he read vearly two thousand, not, as he says in one
of his letters, for the petty drudgery of glenming scattered
phrases, but for the nobler end of familiarizing his mr,b
eye, and nind, to the genewal strueture of the composition,
and the proper sclection of topies  The tribute to John-
sun does not exceed fourteen or fifteen lines in the lapidary
arrangement. Exception having been taken to the phrase
nrobabifi poet:» in that inscription, he cunsulted so many
¢ holars, to justify its propriety, that a volume might be
niade of his Jeiters on the point. We are reminded by
1his question, of the account in Aulus Gellius, ol Pom-
pey’s application to the principal eritics of Rome coneern-
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“ing the phrases Consul Tertium or Tertio, and the
decision” of Cicero—to whom, as umpire, the choice
‘between Zertium and Zertio was finally left—that
Pompey should use the abbreviation Zert, to avoid
the possibility of incorrectness in a puhlic inscription.
In printing his specches, the late Mr. Canning indulged a
solicitude akin to that of Parr; yet the stupendous
scholar and the academic orator were the two persons
©of their era who might have trusted with most com-
posure or least hesitation, in the accuracy and suffi-
ciency of their first effusions. Dut they knew the secret
. of duarability and the efficacy of full-wrought excellence,
If a contrast were wanted ou this head, we should adduce
some pages of Pary’s Dedication to the Tracts. ov Preface
to the Sequel, or of uny one of Canning's Rpeeches as
revised by himself fo- the last London edition, and place
by them extracts from Pelham or the Disouned—books
which are so much lauded in the daily papers. The ex-
travagancies, blunders, and improprieties of diction in the
latter, are matched only by the dissoluteness of the morals
which are painted, and the depravity of the sentiinents
and doctrines constituting that which, by a wretched
perversion of Janguage, is called the philosophy of this
lawless scribble.  We do not require it of ephemeral
novelists to flonnder in the seutences of Jolinson or Parr,
—to mimic the mannerisin of lolty and lavish erudition ;
but sume corvectness of structure, some cha-wenegs of
style as well ay pwrity of description, may be neld indis-
pensable in every work designed for the public eye,

The real case of the most dushing scribblers ix, that
they pgur out all the conceits which a disterapered
fapcy #n yicld, and recklessly or desperately cast the
crude mass to the world.  When a wman has acquired
a certain fund of phrases, and a mechanical facility
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in throwing them into metre of one sort or other, and-
when he bhas become so hold as to publish what he
himself suspects to be oufrageous nonsense, he may
“execnte” as many books, in any given time, as he can
physically indjte or dictate. He then muast be wholly
destitute of imagination, talents, and knowledge, il some
septences, some pictares, some metaphors, some obser-
vations, do not fall froin him, which are good in them-
selves, or fitted to shike ordmary minds as original und
excellent—as proots of genius or sagadity.

With a view to essential value and durable fame, the
neeessity of preparvatory studies, selff«distrast, and bndes
fatigable clabmranon. canfiot be toe earnestly recomnmend-
ed to the wiiters of this conntry, who are prone to confi-
denee and Teeste, and apt to be aambitious of momentary
siecess idone, Mypo Kettell alludes, wo believe, to one
instance, to Dyyden’s Ode on Ste Cecilia’s Day, as ovie
dentee that o perfeet and  imperishable work may  he
accompliched at o heat. Malone, in his Life: ol the Poet,
shows that he actually hegan to write year three months
before the day, and that it occaped him tally « fortnight,
instead of being “stiack off ut onee and completed at
one sitting.™  In las dedication of his tragedy of Ame-
boyna, Dryden hinself yemorhs, ¢ though it sneeeeded |
on the stage, it will searcely bear a serious perusal, it
veing coutrived and written iy @ month."—He Jacked
leisure or industry (0 the lma lebour; and il he had
enjoyed, or could have tahen move thue, and employed
ihe file and the judivnient of others, more frequently, in
te corvection of s works in general, he would not have
Leen g muels Ioss vread and enjoyed in after ages than
Tope. The example and lessons of the great models of
every countiy confirm the idea which he repeatedly
wculeates, of the indispengableness of patient, anxious,

15 * - .
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and minute revision. Some of the French translators.of
the classics allowed themselves twenty years to perfect
their woi‘ks,—i\‘ bestowing all the brightest intervals, and
the most sprightly hours, to the business of polishing and
finishing.”” In commenting on the line of Pope—

“True euse in writing comes from art, not chance ;"—

- Warton carefully relates that Virgil took more pains than
Lucan, though the style of the former appears so natural;
that Guarini and Ariosto spent much time in making their
_poems secemingly so easy ; that the writings of Voiture,
of Sarassin, La Fontaine,—~and he might have added,
Rousseau, were laboured. with repeated alterutions and
many raswures, into the eility for which they are so
famous; that Rochefoucault’s Maxims were corrected
and new written more than thirty times; that the Provin-
cial Letters of Pascal were submitted, for the style, to the
judgment of twelve members of the Poxt Royal. It has
too often occurred that geniuses of the highest class knew
not how to prune their lvruriances ; but they, with their
redeciming qualities, could better afford to indulge their
humour, than the less gifted competitors for renown. A
misfortune it is, frequently witnessed, to mistake strong
"incknation and a mere knack of rhyme for poctical talent.
Those who do not waste months or years indispensable
for competence, still suffer by the disappointmer.t of their
inordinate hopes; and such as, for the sake of song,

-make it too late to apply to professions by which they
might thrive, or neglect pursuits necessary for livelihood,
~undergo a much more serious kind of evil.  In Europe,

. the absglute victims to a conceit of poetical powers, or an
_invinci propensily to indifferent metre, have been very
numerous; and they are not few in the United States.

Medioc;ity i.n' poets, though,so long since denounced by
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Horace as intolerable to gods and men, is exceedingly
common. Dryden says, in one of his addresses—if
you were a bad, or what is worse, an indiffercnt poet,
&ec.” This phrase may appear a little solecistical, but it
would be adopted by nearly all the Jeading critics and
bards in the world. Milton most hitterly contemned, and
harshly proscribed, the commmion writers of miscellaneous
poers, “Poetas equidemn verd: dictos, ot dilego et colo,
et audiendo seepe delector : istos vero versicularum nugi
vendos quis non oderit! quo genere nihil stultivs, ant |
venius, &c' Pope, indeed, lisped in nunbers, and hefore
he reached the twenty-ifth year of his age, “he had
written"—to repeat Roscoe’s language,—%he had writ-
ten and pablished almost all the works on which, as
pieces of originality, geuius, and imagination, his reputa-
tion and rank ks a poct essentially depended.,”  But
Pope was @ phenowenon, making an exception to the
rule which way be laid down as general, that no gentlc'.
man or lady in his or hev teens s fit to write verses for
the public.  Dryden’s demands are searcely exorbitang—
« A man should be learned in several sciences, and should
have a reasonable, pinlosophical, and in sonie messure a
mathematical head, to be a complete and excellent poet ;
and besides this, shonld have cxperience in all sorts of
humowrs and mannets of men: should he thoronghly
skilled in conversation, and should bave a great know- -
ledge of mankind n general.”

PUBLIC OPINION.

Tre power and influence of Public Opinion depend on . & "

certain qualities in the people which may be called the re-
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quisites for it ;—they are in proportion to the information,
proper religious feeling, facility of commuuication, and
capital, that exist among the individuals of whom the
comnunity is composed :  And, in proportion as thosc
requisites become general, does the government become
constitutional and free. Capital is much augmented by
the use aud improvement of machinery, which therefore
increases information and civilization. A Kuropean writer
maintains that the extent or power of Public Opinion de-
pending on the requisites above mentioned, resolves itself
into the question whether there be in the country an
-extensive middle class of society when compared to the
fower class,  Now in these United Stutes, the Jower cluss,
in the Kuropean sense, is exceedingly simall—all the rest
correspoud o the European idea of the middle class.
Ienee, public opinion must be almost ohunipotent bere—
the requisites being so largely possessed. It evidently
gains strepath and becomes more operative in every re-
speet aceording to the facility of communication---the ease
and rapidity of conveyance from one point to the other—
the prompt interchange of knowledge and  sentiment
between any principal parts of the tevritorial surface, A
contemporary author well observes-— Public vintue—a
cultivitted moral sense—scems necessary to vender public
opinion of importance., Wherever right moral feeling
prevails. there liberty and a liberal governmen' nmay be
established, * I, however, a liberal system is attempted
with a people where the requisites for public opinion are
not tound, it is on a sandy hasis, and easily overturned.
- This seems to prove that public opinion secures a hiberal
form of government—nol that a goveinment secures
public opinicn.” The failure of the experiments of ve-
- publicanisin in France, and the constant convulsions in
‘Mexico and South America, are thus explained by the
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want of the reqmsxtcs for a just and inﬂnentinl publw'
opihion, Facility of communication depends on wealth
and enterprise. Good roads, of whatever description,
canals, harbours, ships, sleam-vessels, in short everything
that tends to augment and facilitate the passage of indi-
viduals, or articles of commerce, from place to place, is
caused by capital, intelligence and enterprise, and increases
these in its turn.  With our advances and impressions
in those particulars, the progress of wealth and civiliza-
tion among us is incalculuble. We are, besides, free from
the density of population and the prejudices which opcr}).t(:
in Europe azainst the extended use of machinery. Free
representative government seems to he guarantied to us
by all physical as well as moral circumstances. 1t cannot
be maintained in countries where there is but little inter-
nal improvement, sowmyl moral principle, or general
information. The sudden adoption of liberal institutions
in @ community where the requisites for public opinion
are not general, necessarily originates with a fow persons
only, and must, theretove, be extremely precarious ;—time
is needed to pr epare the people to understand and support
them. OQOurs sp)ang from the people themselves, as the
nutural product of their intelligence, commuuity of feeling,
and similarity of condition. Ripe public opinion esta-
blished, and will preserve, our republican freedom.

Public opinion is defined to be that seutimept on any
given subject which is entertained by the best inlormed,
most intelligent, and most moral persons in the community,
and which is gradually spreac and adopted by nearly all
per-nns of uny education or proper feeling, in a civilized
state.  Popular clamour is often confounded with public
opinion, but is cssentially different. It is deseribed .as
«that sort of fecling which arises from the passions of a
multitude acting without consideration ; or an excitetnent

B
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“ereated amongst the uneducated, or those who do not re-
flect or exercise their judgment on the point in question.”
As public opinion is powerful, popular clamour is less
likely to he so;—the latter rests on ignorance and preju-
dicc. They may nnite, however, on a particular question ;
but they arise from causes and produce effects wholly
distinct.

Vigilance should be in every instance exercised to pre-
vent the one fromn being mistaken for the other; and
seeing the value and efficacy of true public opinion, every
cflort should be constantly made, particularly by hodies
or individuals, who are deemed its organs ov represcuta-
tives, to keep it in the most healthy state and pervading
activity-—to promote whatever contributes to this end.
The remark has been hazavded—+ Let any onc look at a
civilized, well inforned community, possessed of moral
principles ; little or no bigotfry will he found ainongst
them.” ™This is not strictly true; but it is certain that as
bigotry is extended,—as combinations thrive for the
propagation of proscriptive doctrines and the acquisition
of partial, sectanan influence,—public opinion is rendered
more wneertain, sophisticated and contracted, and free
institutions and permanent comprehensive prosperity are
thus in a measure deprived of the proper agency and
security. '

Several English authors have undertaken to vrove that
since the Jdawn of public opinion in Great iritain, in
proportion as it has increased, the form of government
and the character of legislation have become more popular
and liberal :—in all parts of the world, the saniwe concur-
renceggay be traced. Constitution and codes undergo
thegigé%t striking changes and refloims, wunder that in-
flyeflce.  We sce its aperation now in the procecdings of
the 'British and French national legislatures. They re-
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move civil and religious disabilitiesthey proclaim’
republican maxims,—they carry into eﬂ‘vctlncw theories
and schemes of public economy,~they abolish sinecures
and attack abuses—with a promptitude and unanimity
that startle the more timid or. cdautious portion of cven
enlightened patriots and political philusophers. 1t is feared
that they are yielding to popular clawnour, and thus ren-
dering inevitable the extremes of populiar revolution and
wide desolating anarchy. In CGreav Britain, this argu-
ment is used. 1 universal sufirage were adopfed in the
mode of election, none of the property, or the upper and
middle classes of society, woull be vepresented ; but the
lower classes only ; and instead of.being the principal |
organ ol puhlic vpinion, and of the middle clusses, the
House of Commons would be that of the lower c¢lass, and
of pepudar elymour,—numbers would return whom they
pleased—the lower class alone would clect that House,
whitst the Lords represented the upper class; and the
middle class, by G the most powerful body in the state,
in point of property or information, would, in fet, not be
represented,~—would have no voice in the legislature : an
anomaly the most absurd that can be imagmed,” This
is plausible at least, when we recur to, the distine-
tions which we have noted between public opinion and
popular clamour, their several sources, dependence and
cfiects.

INVENTION AND EXECUTION.

Mpg. Cowvex has furnished proofs, in his Biégmphical
Meuwoir of Fulton, that Fulton communicated the project
of a steamboat to Lord Stanhope, in the year 1793. It is’
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HHE ARG thiak work et MZ. Filion avafled himself
of the Bl aftopded' by the abortive "or. ihvomplete ‘ex-

-

piérindehthdf s precursors, American and English.

R+ Phelr'very errors ‘méy have stggested %o Bim the
“métns of effecting his objept. Sdarcely one of the illus-
trious men who have thé eredit of noble diséoveries, or
improvements, in physics of in morals, but enjoyed this
negative kind of aid, or the positive advantage of seminal
ideas and particular schemes. Sir Isaac Newton was in-
debfed to the experiments and observations of Kepler,
and tfo the discoveries of Grimaldi; Galileo had seen the
telescope of Metius: Watt profited by the labours of
Newcomeén : Dr. Jenner was not the first who imagined,
or suggested, or tried, the prophylactic virtue of the
vaccine. There is a striking analogy, in fact, between
the cases of Jenner and Fulton :—the glory of vaccination
is not more justly due to the one, than that of stcam-navi-
gation to the other. The question is not, who first pro-
posed to connect steam with pavigation; but who first
and completely succeeded in so doing, and enabled others
to succeed. The world will never consent to exalt the
genius and merits of him who merely throws out a loose
hint, or stop‘s short at a diagram, or finishes with an
abortive experiment, over those of the sanguine enter-
priser who seizes derelict, and vivifies still-horn ideas;
who, uniting in himself the aptitude to invent, the saga-
city to distinguish, and the skill to execute, puts the
woyld in lasting possession of that, which others had
essayéd, with such results only as tended to arrest the
efforts of industry, and discredit the powers of art.
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' REPUBLICAN ITALY.

Tuc Italy of the middle ages,~when liberty had no
other temple, and gave her four centuries of sway and
glory,—is a most interesting ficld of instruction for an
American citizen.  Ier republies of that period furnish
unique examples of the charactey and part which the
merchant and tradesman may sustain in fice govern-
ments: of the exalted ends to which their pursuits may
be rendered subservient,  In her lapse into servitude, in
her present abjection, she may be still contemplated with
profit, and be instrumental in checking that treaclierous
security to which a nation, so happily situated as the
American, must ever be prone.

Altogether, the Ttalian Peninsula has more magnificent
annals, various trophics, and choice gifts, than any other
portion of the earth remarkable as the theatre o moral
greatness.  The destinies of Greece were, indeed, splen-
did; her achievements prodigious; the creations of her
fimcy unrivalled: but her history has not the sweep,
majesty, variety, and instructiveness of the Romang it
begins, properly, with the establishment of the laws of
Lycurgus, and ends with the death of Alexander :—She
had no resurrcetion.  Italy fills in some sort all ages, sinee
the formation of the Roman power; she re-appears dis-
pensing Jight and Clyistianity, after she had ceased to
dispense laws, to the universe; she takes the lead among
the nations of the west, and reclaims Europe from barba-
rism; she estahlishes a new and mighty influence aver
menhind, and, ia restoring the literature of the ancients,
prodices one of her own, not unworthy of theni, or of
heing compared with the best of the modern. In her
present reprobate state of morals and politics, hers is still

VUL, L. 16
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the empire of the arts; she cultivates the exact sciences
with brilliant success, possesses a vast body of eruditioﬁ;
is strong in numbers, and not deficient in wealth; retains
her physical advantages, and receives from nature the
same rich endowments of mind: she draws to her from
every quarter the enlightened and the curious, as much
on account of what she is as what she was, and inspires
not a few of them with the hopes of her regaining the
energies which would soon replace her in the first rank
of independent nations.

We could wish not only that our fleets should ride
proudly in the Mediterranean, recollecting what Duillius
and Lutatius accomplished, but that our youth should
frequent in every part, the vast museum of monuments of
genius and public virtue, which it washes. It is there
that they would most deeply imbibe the spirit and the
tastes by which the whole region is doubly immortalized,
and through which they might give a like immortality to
their own land.

Setting out at an age when the principles and habits
appertaining to a sound American cducation should have
taken root, and being committed to faithful Mentors, they
would be inaccessihle to the contagion of those degenerate
morals and manners which we shall presently notice.

We could wish, too, that on their return home, they
would report to the world what they had seen and felt.
The ambition of authorship would occasion a belter pre-
paration, and inspire greater eagerness, for observing;
and the instruction conveyed in native productions might
be expected to work more ecfficaciously tipon the public
mind. We should be glad if the course here suggested
were pursued by those whom the American government
employs to represent it abroad; and this could be easily
done so as to consult at the same timc the reserve
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becoming their station, and the advancement of the
literary intelligence and repute of their country.

An American liberally educated, and happily gifted, is,
perhaps, the only person competent to produce a book on
Italy, or any of the primary nations of Europe, which
would have, in fact, the merit of novelty in the compo-
sition and seasoning. We would not wish him to write
ambitiously ; or to play the virfuoso in elaborate delinegg
tions of scenery and monuments on which a host of Cognos-
centi and artists have already exhausted their sagacity and
vocubularies: we would ask him merely to digest from
his tablets the impressions, in their original vivacity,
which he had received abroad; to state his own peculiar
views of institutions, morals, manners, characters and
events. If he connected with such an exposition those
personal aneccdotes of dramatic effeet which can never be
wanting to an active tourist; statistical details throwing
light on the principles of political economy in general, or
of useful application to that of his own country, and the
cmbellishments of unaffected, pertinent scholarship, he
would, besides furnishing to his countrymen points of
view, veins of sentiment, judgments of criticism, and cven
forms of expression, at once novel, just, and captivating,
fix ere long the attention of the readers of Furope, and
do more towards establishing a literary reputation for us
there, than could be done at present by any effort of the
American pen in another department.

The most startling memento of the departed greatness
of Venice is her Arsenal, Its vast extent, its massive
structures, its magazines, founderies, armories, rope-
walks, work-shops, bespeak what she was as a naval
power. All is there now, a dead silence and undisturbed
decay. It is, indeed, a full century since this republic,
tulsely so called, withdrew into a merely negative exist-
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ence. History scarcely deigns to notice her after her
peace of 1718 with the Turks, although in her naval
combats with them, of the year preceding, she vindicated
her ancicnt renown.—Laugier’s History of Venice termi-
nates at 1750. Sismondi speaking of her as she was
at the close of the fifleenth, calls her «le plus puissant et
le plus sage, des Eltats Italiens :—elle scule gardoit con-
&¢ Pempire ottoman Ultalic et tout Poccident,” &c. (His-
torie des Repub: It: Vol. 13.) And Lord Byron—

“In youth she was all glory ;—a new Tyre,—

Iler very by-word sprung from victory,

The * Planter of the Lion,” which through fire

And blood she bore o’cr subjcet carth and sca.”
How proudly she hore the trident, and challenged the
fears and the admiration of Turope before the sixteenth
contury! With what a grand array of resources and
resolution she withstood the famous league of that
century, and, notwithstanding all her disasters, re-appear-
cd in the seventicenth to assert alonce Italian independence!
Her war of twenty-five years, begun in 1634, with the Sub-
lime Porte, then the terror of Christendom, though unfor-
tunate, is highly glorious. The second, of fifteen years,
with the same enemy begun in 1681,—in which slie re-
tricved her losses—is of a most biilliant and imposing
character. By the degenerate policy into which she
afterwards [ell, of submitling to every wrong and out-
rage rather than resort to the sword, she hid nearly
forfeited all title to commiseration when Bonaparte
“liberated” her in 1794, to throw her into the mass of
equivalents at the treaty of Campo Formio.

The extended husbandry and the peculiar agriculture
of Tuscany and of Lombardy—the ingenuity, beauty,
and productiveness of which, are so much and so justly
celebrated, may be traced to their peasantry of the repub-
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lican era. Stimulated into life and energy by the action
of free institutions, this race of men was distingnished
for intelligence and the spirit of improvement, while all
of the same class throughout the rest of Europe, present-
ed, in the thraldom of villanage, a totally opposite charac-
ter. They substituted the rotation of crops to the old
system of fallows; revived the practices of -irrigation and
terracing, and set generally the example of that persevers
ing industry and picturesque neatness in tillage which are
now displayed by their descendants, and not excelled in
the best cultivated countries.

Wemay pass from the agriculture of Tuscany and Lom-
bardy, to everything that is majestic and beautiful, there
and in Romagna, and will still find that all belongs to the
age of Liberty. The nearly unbroken series of magnificent
cities, churches, palaces, and villas, from Novura to Ter-
racina—the master-picees of art with which they are filled
—the noblest productions in the various departments of
literature—the statesmen and warriors, who make part
of the «Jong array of mighty shadows,” in Italian story,
are of the era of Italin independence, whielh finished
with the capture of Florence by the generals of Chavles V.,
in 1530. ¢ The truth is,” says Fustace, “that the tide of
prosperity which has left so many traces hehind, not only
in Florence, Pisa, and Sienna, but in almost every town
in the northern parts of Italy, such as Mantua, Cremona,
Vicentia and Verona, was the cffect of republican indus-
try. and most of the stately edifices which still adorn
these citics, whether public or private, sacred or profane,
were raised by republican taste and magnificence.”
Fo;<yth refers to the republican times of Lombardy, not
indeed in so solemn a strain as Eustace, but with a view
tu the same striking lesson. ¢ Though confined within
narrow territories, and separated by the domains of barons

16 *
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who held them at defiance, the principal Lombard Repub-
lics; those dmbitious apes of Athens and Lacedamon,
found means to flourish in the midst of continual hostility,
and filled the annals of two centuries with their imperti-
nent battles.”

These facts, taken in connexion with the history and
condition of Italy since the sixteenth century, arc to be
decmed an important accession to the mass of inductive
proof in favour of popular government as the most fruitful
source of natural prosperity. We, as American citizens,
may contemplate such results with a double confidence
in the future, since our institutions, besides combining
all the beneficial principles and tendencies of the repub-
lican systems of Italy, provide the safeguards for civil
liberty which they wantew.  The Italians were protected
in their persons; property, honour and opinions, by no
direct guarantees, no formal " legislation—they were
secure in these points only so far as such security was
incidental to their fundamental maxin of the sovereignty
of the people, and to the eligibility of numbers to the
supreme power.  Their political magistrates were eiceted
by the citizens at short intervals, and responsible to them
at the expiration of the preseribed term of authority : but
this authority had no precise limitations; the freedom of
the press and of public debate, and all regular representa-
tion were equally foreign to their ideas and practice.
Hence the domestic oppression and disorders which
proved fatal to their liberty and national independence,

We are inclined to yield assent to the opinion of Eus-
tace that these Italian Republics of the Middle Ages may
sustain, in ncarly all respects, an advantagcous compari-
son with the states of Greece; and that the history of the
former is quite as eventful and instructive. Florence has
annals so brilliant; exhibits relics of her meridian, so
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imposing; can unfold such a list of titles to the gratitude
ard; admiration of the world; is seen at the commence-
ment of the sixteenth century in such a blaze of genius—
with such a galaxy of magnanimous patriots, profound
philosophers, and eclegant scholars, that in surveying her
under all aspects, we are as much dazzled, as by the
glories of Athens. .

The commonweulth in which the greatest number of
citizens may hope to get into the administration of affairs,
will ever be the most active and intelligent, and, on the
Wwhole, the mosi ably administered. Florence exemplified
this truth. IIer councils were renewed by lot every two
months, from a list consisting entirely of merchants and
tradesmen—of the eighty thousand inhabitants whom she
numbered in the days of nher fireedom, two or three thou-
sand were thus called in quick succession to the first
offices of state.  Notwithstanding the rapidity of the
rotation, and the deseviption of the incumbents, «they
conducted affairs.” sayy .\‘lsmunﬁi, “with such wisdom,
dignity, and firmness as to secure their republic a rank
amony the powers of Lurope, ont of all proportion to her
share of population, and wealth; they gave lessons of
prudence and justice to the cabinets of kings and the
senates of aristocracies.”  Might not this example tecach
the folly of that contempt which is too commonly enter-
tained or affected in Kurope, for the government of this
country, on the ground of its being composed of bour-
geois?
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BREACH OF PROMISE OF MARRIAGE.

SeveraL cases of the kind have lately been detailed in
the daily prints; striking examples of what may be the
consequence of light courtship, without positive evidence
of a formal promisc of marriage. Instances are far more
numerous than any public records would indicate. The
love of money, and the passion for a snug establishment,
prevail in this country, even from an carly age, perhaps
more generally than in any other.  They are often suffer-
ed to stifle the tender aflections, after these have been
indulged in a long reciprocation of virtuons fondness
between young persons of ¢qual condition and congenial
tenper. Parties are affiinced: maniage appears assured;
the female considers her destinies as {ixed ; her fiiends
and acquaintance cqually believe her lot to he definitively
cast—on a sudden the husband-clect grows cool, estranges
himself, and ere long breaks off his engagement. He has
discovered, or his relatives have found for him, a more
lucrative mateh ; and sordid caleuiation overbalances all
considerations of plightéd taith, reciprocal 1egard, and
public decorum. The contident bride is left to the eruel
struggle between outraged pride and despairing love—to
the anguish of the keenest of disappointments—to the
exultation of rivals, and to the still more distressing pity
of friends. In the bustle of business, in the purs it of the
usual objects of our ambition and desire, men may soon
be relieved from the corrosion of blasted expectations and
trampled attachments: but the other sex have not this
chance of escape—almost everything in their subsequent
life, for a considerable period at least, tends to probe and
exasperate the wound of their stricken feelings : they have
not even the resource of complaint :—dignity and the
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habjts of the world will not allow of an outward sorrow
—the canker then acts within,
« Eats like a-subtle worm its venomed way;
Preys on the heart and rots the tender core.”

The evil is common and it is real and infinitely grievous;
it has too often fallen under our own observation. The
murder of the forsaken woman would, in some cases, be
a less painful and even less eriminal catastrophe. We not
only desire to see such offenders as those in question,
unsparingly amerced by jurics, but held up to scorn and
followed with the contempt and reprobation of society.

In some of the above cases, the frailty of the female
is a prominent feature.  We may rejoice when falsehood
and sednction are heavily amerced ; as we should, indeed,
when dehnqueney of whatever kind is punished.  But it
ix to be wished that no particular encouragement may be
given to the multiplication of such cases, nor any particu-
Iar tritunph attiched to the conduet and situation of the
plaintifls. A lady never shines on these occasions, how-
ever pitiable her original disappointment mway seem; she
who has fallen and for whom rediess is sought in this
way, if entitled to compassion, is not an object of respect 5
and where there has been no saciifice of virtue, there is
still a violation of delicacy and an exposure before the
world, very littic enviable or exemplary.  The woman of
true refinement and pride, who is deserted, will rather
seek relief only in the consciousness of her own faith and
dignity ; in the private sympathy and esteem of her
friends, and in the circumstance of her escape from a
union with one of recreant spirit and inconstant heart.
She will dread and resist a public display of her wrongs
or gratification of her resentments. As for the absolute
victim of perfily, when she retains the principles of
honour and religion, and the due sense of shame which is
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ever concomitant with mere weakness, she will be driven
forth by no impulses of revenge, no hope of pecuniary
retribution ; no anger or cupidity of relatives ;—her re-
course will be to penitence and seclusion.

JUDGES AND JURIES.

Ix the lists of those who attended and were conspicuous
at some of the recent meetings in different parts of the
country, with regard to the contest for the Presidency,
we find the names of Judges specially designated as
such. Now, though we are free to acknowledge that the
judi;:ial officc admits of a continued private concern in
political matters, and of the exercise of the right of suf-
frage according to particular predilections,—yet, we can-
not help believing and avowing that it appears to require,
—like the clerical order,—more seclfrestraint and privacy
as to politics, than the other vocations of life.

In all the modern states, where the administration of
justice is a permanent function, it has been deemed inde-
corous and inauspicious in the menibers of the Bench to
engage in the passing discussions and feuds, whether
political or religious, which have a tendency to inflame
the passions and warp the judgment, and of course to
produce the bias of antipathy or prepossession towards
individuals who may be, in their property or persons,
subject to the active jurisdiction of the courts; and of
these the number is necessarily indefinite, or, rather, it
may be said to comprise all the community above a cer-
tain age.

The judge, it has been thought and asserted, should not
expose himself to scenes and influences, which must
cause him to regard the litigant with a favourable or
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unfzvourable eye, independently of the merits of the suit ;
and which present him to the suitor in a light other than
as the impartial organ and representative of the law.
No ground should be afforded for even an imaginary
extrancous motive to favouritism. We have seen in-
stances of apologics, made in prefaces to collections of
poetry by Spanish and Italian judges, for the fact of their
having so fur departed from the solemnity and peculiar
studies of their office, as to allow themselves to compose
verses; a circumstance which we mention in order to
illustrate the occasional rigour of the modern theory with
respect to the abstract and impassive character of the
judicial station.  'We would refer, moreover, to D’Agues-
seaw’s Discourses on the Magistracy, for the ideas which
have been entertained by the most enlightened, virtuous,
and experienced observers, on the equanimity, dispassion,
selfpossession, gravity and inflexible rectitude, that should
characterize judicatuie in every nation.

1t is known to us all, from sad trials, that there are few
possible contests and divisions into which American
society could be thrown, calculated to engender so much
ill-blood and so broadly to distort and discolour the mental
vision, as the canvass for the choice of President; and it
cannot he forgotten that cases of violence, prejudication
and oppression have occurred on the American bench,
which were plainly traceable to that source. There is,
too, reason to suppose that the struggle between the ad-
vocates of the Adwinistration and the partisans of General
Jackson will wax hot and virulent, even far beyond the
deplorable point which it has already reached. Hence,
more strict forbearance is incumbent upon high func-
tionaries, who have to decide on questions involving the
personal interests and feclings of their fellow-citizens, and
who seem to deprive Justice of half her inherent and ines-
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timable value, beauty and grandetr, when they cease to
be, in themselves, patterns of order, calmness, probity,
and impartiality. We may be permitted to hint, in addi-
tion, without meaning to insist upon any aristocratic airs
or distinctions for the Bench,—that various general cir-
cumstances, peculiar to the structure and habits of our
society, combine to blend our judges individually with
the mass ; cxpose them to catch the vulgar sympathics
and passions of the day: and divest them, in perhaps too
great a degree, of the personal authority and rank, which
many a sound republican has deemed important, il not
essential, for the due efficacy of their honourable calling.
Whatever course, therefore, tending to assimilate and
descerate them still morg, ran he avoided, should be with
the utmost care.

Not being conver sunt with what passes in the tribunals,
we cannot say what have been the effects of the practice
of waking appointuments {o the Beneh from political con-
siderations; but that practice would scem, prime fucie, 1o
conduce to the evil upon which we have thus ventured to
animadvert, and to others of cqual magnitude,  Party
politicians, preferred on account of their carcer and
opinions, will not readily abandon the habit of full par-
ticipation in the business of party, however incongruous
it may be with their new position; or will not soon be
able to see the incongruity. It is hardly tod much to
affirin, that the able, pure, and trusted admin.stration of
the civil and criminal codes, is the highest and dearest
interest of our couuntry; consequently, the judicial Je-
partment should be filled with a view to that interest
alone,—not for the remuneration or future henefit of any
individuals ; never from the number of those who would
continue to aim at promotion through politics, whercver
conspicuously used,
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. Juries ought not to ‘be t&gmleﬂ ,a8 mere" W W“
bringing culprits under, or rescuing them from the penal
ties of the code, a more elevated and expanded office
might be conceded to the mnstitution, for the benefit of
both individuals and society. In doubtful cases, snd with
a panel and couit fiee fiom objection, its verdicts of ac-
quittal should bg 1eceived by the pubhic as conclulive of
mnocence This would secute repose to all parties,
aveit ungracious and fruitless discussion  prevent
possible o1 probable mjustice, and lessen the amount of
thit kind of superserviceable inquiry and cnmm:nmn: of
which thaie 1s always enough, and by which the amount
of irntation and unhappiness 1s greatly mcreased There
15 1cason, as well as benevolence.m the principle that
when 2 doubt of gult exists, it should accrue to the
accused, and ft w of our 1eaders need be 1eminded of the
1dage—bctter that mncty-nine guilty should escape, than
one mnocent person suffer  In the annals of jury tnals,
the wstances ue very numetous of mnocence being at
once or ultimitely gscettained  But the compensation of
mnocence thus arraigned and tried, 15 not m the mere
1escue from the penal sgnctions Where prevails a due
estimate of honest tame,~—a common sensibility to public
opmion,—the acquittal, or fin i exculpation 1n any shape,
possesses most importance so far as 1t clears character
and restores tianquillity of spiit  To deny 1t tlus cifect,
15 to stint 11ght and mercy—to make the judicial scheme
wor k needless hardship—to beget a perpetual disquetude
and an overwhelming despair, when ndividuals of even
the best repute, and of stations held to be the most secure,
are mvolved mn accusations and appearances of crime by
the profligacy of others, or the fiequent and accidental
concurrence of circumstances beyond human foresight or
control

VvOL I 17

Y



190 . DIDACTICS.
Ve

RIGHT AND MIGHT.

Le w o hg'

Rmh; and physical power are not the same thing, and
there 18 some other law 1n the state of nature, besides the
will of a prevailing force *~=It 15 not among the natural
rights'of man to enslave his fellow man y but that, on the
contraly, personal hberty 1s one of those rights —States
are moral, 1esponsible persons, and subject, ke mdivi-
duals, to the law of nature, deriving from it theiwr nghts as
well as dutles.

The Ic xicographical defimition of righs 1s a ywst (laim,
and Johnson contradistingmishes 1t fiom might in one of
his dlustrations of the word  Paley explawrs rght to be
a claim consistent with the will of God  Sec the
nmth and tenth Chaptci of his Moral and Pohtical Plilo-
sophy, for doctiines on this head which tally ill with the
Missow1 pretension  “Reght,” says Giotius (B 1 C 1 L
of W and P,) “1s a moral quality annexed to the person,
enabling him to have and do something justly ¥ See his
Prehmmary Discourse, particulaily on this pomt  Puffen-
doif wites thus,

“ Moral power 1s that Ly which a ma  1s enabled to do u thing lun
fully and with a moval effect which (ffect 15, that the purson cxer
cising this powcr, shall Iy an obligation on others to perform some
certun business, w hich he requires, or to admit some action of his as
vahd, or not to stop ind hinder 1t, or that he shall conf r on others
a license of doing or possessing somethung, which license they did
before enjoy™ (B 1 € 1 Law of Nuature and Nations) see also his
third B Ch 2 and C 5 see, too, Vattel’s Prchminaries

Right 15 that moi1al quality by which we justly obtamn
either the goveinment of persons, o1 the possession of
things, or by force of which we may claun something as
due to us, There seems to be this difference between
the ierms of power and nght, that the first does thore
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expressly import the presence of the said’ quality, atid”

does but obscurely denote the manner haw one acquired”
_it, whereas the word right dees properly and clearly show

that the qualty was fairly got and is now fairly possessed.

\
——

GENERAL MISCELLANY.

Tue history of man, civilized or savage, shows that he
has always exercised more injystice and cruelty towards?‘
Ins own kind, than towards any other part of the amrhated
creation. 'We have just read an interesting Work,
Account of the Interior of the Island of Ceylon, by Dr.
Davy, in which the pomt 15 discussed whether the indivi-
duals of one "of the poscitbed castes of the inhabitants
are oblhiged, m meeting those of the more favomed castes,
not only to «alure them with suppheating gestures and to
move at once out of the way, but to prostiate themselves
in order that the others may walk over their bodies. Such
a practice as the last, D1, Davy thinks would be mcom-
patible with the notion of unpurity attached to the touch
of the prosecitbed (the Rhodees)— This notiwon,” says he,
“15 s0 fiumly impressed on the minds of the privileged
Swgalese, that they have been known to refuse to obey
the orders of the British government to make prisoners
certain Rhodces suspected of a murder, observing, ¢ they
could not pollute themselves by scizing them, but they
would willingly shoot them at a distance.”” The whole
contamination and guilt of the Rhodees, who are of the
same origin, complexion aud genius with the others, con-
sist 1n their being the descendants of those Singalese who
were punished by being made outcasts for continuing to
indulge in eating beef after its use was prohibited by the
sovereign !
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ffrf%;e had to train a candidate for the honours of ro-
,mance" or poetry, we should be inclined to set the gentle-
marn or lady, first to a course of sound moral philosophy,
'—that they might learn to distinguish between true and
spurious sentiment, and to detect and disrelish the nume-
“rous fallacies respecting virtue and vice, by which these
are confounded or the latter substituted for the former, to
the great injury of ingenuous and credulous youth, and
the utter depravation of minds and hearts before half
clouded by the mists of pagsion and sophistry. We
should endeavour to teach the candidate that the worst
enemy cf another is the one who betrays bim, by what-
cver means, into the least degree of guilt—that the evil
done by those who palliate, gloss and duleify erime and
libertinism, and thus reconcile the world Lo Heentiousness,
is quitc as great as that of the original perpetration.
Sophisms with regard to the passions and dissolate ex-
ample are extremecly dangerous; they shonld not be
mistaken for harmless excrcises of ingenuity ; they arc
easier in fact than just moral speculation and painting ;
they arc most readily caught and repcated by the weak
and vulgar, and they are therefore heneath the ambition
or adoption of true genius, and odious to all true philan-
thropy.

Public speakers and writers too often throw out the
phrases “ misguided philanthrbpists,” “ humi ¢ zealots.”
If those who venture upon sarcasms or loose accusations,
should he asked to designate the cvil which the order of
philanthropists have at any time done, they would, we
helieve, be much at a loss for facts. But the good which
that order have actually achieved, and the additional bene-
fits which they might have compassed for mankind, if
they had not been blindly or seclfishly opposed, could be
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easily shown, though not in all the variety” and extent.

The amelioration of the genecral fate and treatment of the*
Indians and slaves in both Americas, the abolition of the
slave-trade, the suppression of bondage in oux, free states,

the propagation of Christinnity among the Heathen—most

of the foundations of charity and schemes for the rectifi-

cation of social disorders,—are their work. No one great

public convulsion,~no real misfortune to any claszes of
men—no retrogradation of the human mind or human

happiness,—can be fairly ascribed or traced to their im. -
pulse or instrumentality.

Sirein is a perilous habit in moral as well as physical
matters.  Only a taste of liquor, now and then, advances
at length to deep potation.  So, as to all fatal indulgences
of the palate.  Thus, generally, we first sip of the Circean
cup of pleaswie; ere long we diain it to the dregs.  We
may «o by hitle what will undo us as completely as
immediate excess—eat, drink, spend, gamble, play the
Iibertine or the rogue. “ But this onee”—* merely a little at
a time"—« a small fileh,"—prudence or conscience yields
becanse “there will be no great harm.”  Gradually, in-
sensibly, or iriesistuibly, the great haun comes, and the
sipper is a drunkard, profligate, scoundrel, vagahond,
Many a man, given up to licentious books and the con-
sequences, to sensual gratifications, dishouest practiees,
ruinous dissipation, by bad company and so forth, owes
his fate to a mere *taste,” frequently or occasionally

repeated.

We hate some persons because we do not know them,
and we will not know them bhecause we hate them.
Those friendships that succeed to such aversions arce
usually firm, for those qualities must be ~terling that

17 *
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could not only gain’ our hearts, but conquer our pre-
Judlces " But the misfortunc is, that we carry these pre-
]udices into things far more serious than our friendship.

‘. Thus, there are fruths which some nien despise, be-
cause they have not examined, and which they will not
_examine, because they despise. There is one single
instanc~ on tecord, where this kind of prejudice was
overcome by a miracle—but the age of miracles is past,
while that of prejudice remains,

»

“ Thou never art so distant

From an ovil spirit, but that thy oaths,

Jurses wund hlaspheraics pull hura to thine clbow ;
Thou never tell’st a lie, but that a devil

L= withm hearing at. thy evil pnposes

Arc ever haumed; but when they come Lo act,
As thy tengue slandening, hearmg false witness,
Thy hand stabbing, stealing, cozening, cheating,
Hc's then within thee”

It is an old maxim that governments, to be long pre-
served, must occasionally be drawn back to theiv fisst
p'l'inciples. This may he apphed to the body socal as
well as politic,—~to the entire commonwealth, of which
the primitive spirit, dispositions, wnd moral philosophy
and ends too often afford a conteast proper (o mortfy,
alarm, aud stimulate good citizens, at a perviod wore or
less distant from its establishment.  In the vessel of state,
after it has been long navigated, bolts are foun to have
becn started, seams opened, rats and carbuucles mul-
tiplied, so that it is likely to founder ere very long, un-
less it be closely <urveved and energetically repaired.
Our whole systen, individual. social, moral, politieal, is
cxposed to similar relaxation, injury and peril.  To know
what we ought to he,—~how far we have degencrated
or deviated, and how we may durably flourish—we
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should be brought to remember our outset-—our Arst

doctrines, resolutions and aims, and to wind up ‘and
revivily the machine, '

Along the Rpartans, a yowng man who had bonght
an estate at great advantage, that is “marde an excellent
bargain,” was called to account for it and fined in pro-
portion to hi< gain.  He was deemed guilty of injustice
in buying a thing for less than it was worth, and thought
tuo desirons of profit, “sinee his mind was employed in
ectting, at an age when spending is gencrally the chief
desite and ocenpation.”  How opposite this practice and
*this view of things to the customs and sentiments of
modern fimes! What (ither that does ot, now, reioice
to find Lis son o money-getting fellow;” that does not
chuckle with hinn over a sood baceain! - The Spartans,
we nay presue, had no auetions nor Sheritl's - sales, at
which people asscihied o eet their newehhoar’™s goods at
the ehicate st possible vate, when e was undersfood to te

in the ntmost possible pecigiary drtieas,

There 1~ a trait nronwr natare wineh seetns to he ofteney
exempliied in conits of justice than elsewheie, and par-
ticudarly in Jaree capitals, TWe allide fo the concourse
of persons pas=mg then days in listeaing to triads, civil or
cuninel. in which they have operly no concerit, and
taking a deep interest m e issnes s i may adlect others
—entire strangers (o then==v nic 1heie own affans are
falling behind-hand, o1 ha~t-ninz 1o v, throngh inatten-
tou. Hours ull precgus jor juiportant purposes, are
L strangely wasted; ws they frequently are in the
perusal of romauces, of which the fictitious heroes engross
a sensibility and time, due, and ¢ven indispensable to the
business and familics of the readers.
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"T'oo much of the old, stiff, quaint style of division and
emb’éﬂishment —the laborious substitution of art for
__,na.ture,—-remains on this side of the Atlantic in laying out
-and finishing pleasure-gardens. In England, that « formal,
:dull, disjointed scene which was once called a garden,”
.&nd the pride of which was eclipsed by any simple farm,
“has been renounced like the old full-bottomed periwigs,
‘the towering and plastered head-gear, the enormous sto-
machers and court-hoops. 'We hope that picturesrque
gardens will be multiplied in our land, which furnishes
locations as complete and diversified as any other region,
—but we trust that very little use, comparatively, will be
made of geometric skill, of the *line, plummet, and un-"*
feeling sheers;”—that very little ¢ sculptured foliage,”
quincuncial discipline, fantastic trimming, wooden sta-
tuary, “terrass mound uplifted,” shaven yew, tonsile
box, and their associate deformitics, will ever be seen
again,

No Europeans should bring to vur country their politi-
cal or rcligivus quarrels, to be rendered the motive or
occasion ol public discord, Those who are not citizens
violate, by so doing, the hogpitality which they cnjoy ;
those who have been naturalized, violate the spirit of our
institutions, and are, in a manner, guilty of a breach of
allegiance. The forcigner who has become an .American
citizen, shonld regard himself as born anew, and all his
old political or religious party-fellowships as oblitetated .
with refercnce to our political and social order, to which
alone he should then look. A capstant and considerable
:mm;granon of foreigners may be expected ;—if’ they be
suffered to transfer with them their inveterate feuds,
their party-signals or epithets, and their festivals of mu-
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tual provocation and defiance, we must be constantly
m\posvd to ficrce public tumults and sangunnary “dis-
turbances.”

In regard to *the direct admission of previous error,”
all moralists, all teachers of honour and duty, have treated
it as obligatory in cvery. case of public concern, and’
whenever the interests of others are involved. It has been
made by men among the most illustrious in the anfals
whether of religion, patiiotism, or literature; or intellect, /
repatation and virtue venerally,  The acutest mind and
the purest heart conjoined, may fall into mistakes of

- doctrine and wisconception of character. We cannot
refrain from quoting here a note of ITume, appended to
one of his Essays,  «Some,” he says, “of the opinions
delivered in these Bssays, with regard to the public trans-
actions in the last century, the author, on more accurate
examination, found reason to refract in his history of Great
Dritain.  As be would not enslave himself to the systems
of cithey party, neither would he fetter his judgment by
precouceived principles and opinions 3 nor is he ashamed
to acknowledge his inistakes. These mistakes were, in-
deed, at that time, almost universal in this kingdom.”

By a moral life, by honourable dealings, by the faithful
dischiarge of domestic duties, we give every day to God,
though we may labour for the acquisition of money—that
is, industriously acquire for oursclves or our children the
means of comfortable subsistence. What divine good-
Less specially exacts for the sabbath, each individual must
determine for himself according to his religious tencts,
his own construction of the gospel, or the discipline of the
church to which he belongs. Public worship, religious
reading and discourse, private prayer and meditation, are



all exdeﬂent* let those pmctlse them exclusively who be-
heveﬁﬂlem 1o be obligatory or advisable; but let others
be free ;o act as they please, provided they keep within
‘the bounds of public order and morality. When Christ
‘said ¢ A new commandment give I unto you, Love one
fanotker,” he meant, we may presume, to include mutual
:toleratxon and forbearance. . ‘,‘

It is the error of too many cotemporaly tourists, to be
lavish of msxgmﬁcant details, They cannot bear to relin-
quish what has been once written ;—they forget that they
may do or note, for ther amusement on the way, many
little foolish things which should not be soleninly recorded;
~—that much which is good for: a newspaper, or for the
eyes of friends, who feel a parﬁcular concern in all that
happens to them, ma;’ yet be unfit for a formal dispensa-
tion to the public, who care little for what they have eaten
or drunk of common food and in the common way, or
how they have been lodged, or whether they were fleeced
or spe.lred by innkeepers and stage-drivers.

Mr. Carter intimates censure on Fustace, for his pru-
dery in wishing to devote to oblivion the dast of
Boccaccio. Now, we humbly confess, that we like more
this ultra sentiment than owr traveller’s ostentatious
homage and lachrymation at the shrines of Byron, Rous-
seau, and Laura’s Petrarch.  Morality is the frst consi-
deration with reference to the welfure and dignity of

_.mankind:—it is above any claim of genius to regret, and
‘ mdeed, upon this incontestable principle, no regret is due
B 10 mmbly dissolute genius: its departure is rather
£lof vejoicing for true moralists and philanthropists,
of the most active and efficient agent of vice.
itch’s sonnets are innocuous in themselves : the com-

"
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bid “A‘
memoration of his love for Laura, according to his own
sense of its gulty character, is the lorification of evil,

Adam Smith made a remark which is common to men
of letters—that «of all the amusements of old age, the
most grateful and soothing is a rencwal of acquaintance.
wilh the favourite studies and favourite authors in youth.”
This shows the expediency of having, in youth, favourite
studics and favowite authors. . .

Boileau wrote of Georee gcudery— .
Bicnheutcon Scudery, dont Ia fertile plume,
Prut tous ks mas sans peine enfunter un volume.
Senderys are common among the novel writers of this
day. A volume a month 18 not too much for most of
them, and they rival the first Scudery in vvery other
1espect—therr productions aie forgotten in a tune as short
as the gestation.

In @ «cdtain lapse of time, things undergo so complete
a chanoe,—politicians are so huddled, shuflled. and inter-
minaled, and thein personal objeets and position, and the
aituation and concerns of the country become so entirely
and manifestly different,—that the ol topics and badges
of party must be abandoned as uttegly prepostcrous and
futile. It somctimes happens, fortunately, that at this
epoch, real, superior abilities, and the loftiest, most com-
prehensive public virtue obtain the ascendancy, and get
thewr due from the nation, in spite of oid stigmas and
fresh stiuggles of prejudice, selfishness or envy.

The ex-presivdents may bee the chamber counsellors or
oraclus of their country ; ready to expound that constitu-
tional law upon which their opinion or testimony is deemed
important or decisive ;—or private historiographers, deem-
ing it their duty to record, with studious exactitude and _



200 ° DIDAGTICS.

justice, the memorable facts and characters intimately
known to them by p;:culiar opportunity ,—or municipal
auxiliaries and benefactors, lending the nfluence of their
names and example, and thewr personal resources, to
social concerns, to the arts and sciences,—o1 domestic
patterns, causing their mansions to be regarded as shimes
of tried public and private virtue, wheiem the lnmp of
Iife, shedding a mild and genial lustre, would be suffcred
to expite with a wise and graceful 1esignation.

A foreigner who ahghts a'ﬁ\ong us, driven by whatevel
cause from his own country, though even he may huie
passed the probation and the oath, may stdl he wholly
superficial as to the mo i séilw~he may hwe estabhished
no persondl mterests hete=—gtiuch no roots,—he may
1emain foreign mn heatt and design.  Diszust o1 quuiel
w ith the mnstitutions of ns own countiy, and mcie tians:-
tion to ours for temporary sccuity and subsistence,
would not seem to he alone adcqnate titles to the wphcit
confidence of the people and govcinment, to a il partici-
pation m all our pohtical and cvvil advantages.  We can
miagme « moral as well as pohticl bitth-right, depending
upon nmch more than those cucumstances.

Baids do not lie under the obligation of 1enderng esact
historical justice. but 1t may be 1emarked th-t, on most
occasions, when 1efeience 15 made to the abougmes a~
they were found by ow forefathers, their ferocious and
unceagfag mutual hostilities me overlooked Thea con-
ditianefore the winte man landed on these shoies, was
not one of fiatetnal amity and Arcadiau veatitude 'To
prevent them from further destioymg cach other, was one
of the first endeavours, as 1t was the obvious duty, of
several of the bands of fiist Emopcan settlerts. Wiong



enough, however, has béen' doq,‘",,' them, to
most indignant stram R

An English writer observes of the proceedmg 'partg
politicians in Great Britain—¢ those wh. either attack or
defend a minister in such a gdvemment s Imrs, where
the utmost liberty is anowng&g\fays carry matterj ;o an
extreme, and exaggerate his, ’hﬁmt or (femerit. both in
domestic and foreign management“ Thls is the case
wherever the press is free; we experience it excessively
in the United States. Theﬁnen in office 'and the: candi-
dates for office are treated as demx-gnds or demons. Al
moderation or nmpartxaliﬁ m representing their charac-
ters and acts, is decm gh neutra]ity——temporizmg
treachery, and so forth.m;,; = .

Shakspeare has it—* No kmg so strong as to tie the
gall up in a slanderous tongue. U seems to be the spe-
cial vocation of a part of our race to-« murder fame,”—
to serve as leeches, or vampire-bats, upon national glory
and the dignity of human nature. In every scene of
public action, there may Le one of these, who, to use the
expressive language of the poet—

“ Devotes to scandal his congcnml mind,
Himself a hvmg libel on mnnlimd »

If only the base beheved thf only the base utter, all
would be well ; but unfortunately, the list of thecredulous

R

comprises too many who are respectable. .

) i )'“
Gratitude has been defined the memory q/‘ the heart.
This organ has the most certain and endunng power of
m,ollec tion with reference to every object of its aﬂ'ections. v

oideatmt&ef

or a lively interest. The memory of the  Oldestn
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constant and complete in relation to his treasure; per-
sqr;si' tkable generally for absence of mind aic still
fu.lly,,gdiv?e at all times to their pecuniary and domestic
concerns; they never overlook what is due to them, o1
fail in oalculation. This memory of the heait ts to be
observed in ¢hildren in a remaikable degice.

All of us cxperience in ourselves fiequent fallihility ;
all who are upiight, find that they are hable to bLe sus-
pected of obliquity :—self distrust, and mutual chanty,
and considerate examinatioft, are the lessons which
should be drawn fiom that expenience. We believe
it is settled that the hottest dlsputauts are oftenest m
error ; the most abusive anta, onists the gcatest 10gues,
the patriots, bursting with hem'i& and proscuptive rage,
exactly those who cave least for the national weal, and
most for their own personal aggrandisement.

Variety, change, transition, decay, renovation, extremes
as man calls them, seem to he the otder or routme of
Nature yet he 1s never fully accustomed o1 1econciled to
them ,—he repines when he has mdulged confident but
vain expectation, he fiets under disappomtiaent, wlich
is the fruit of 1cliance forbid len by all expenience  None
of us, 1ndeed, can make ourselves independent on the ex-
ternal world ;—the poet has not gone too far i the fine
passage—

* All natural objects have
An ceho in the heart. Tlus flesh does thull,
And has conncxion by some unseen cham
Wagh 1ts original source and kindred rubstanee
mighty forests, the proud tides of vccan,
W-cluvmg hills, and 1n the vast of air,
Ahe starry constcllations ; und tho sun,

, Parent of Iife exhaustless—these maintain
4 Ay
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With the mysterious mind apd breathing mould
A co-caistence and community.”

Able orators, like able gencrals, are liable to signal de-
feat  Amonr modern instances, Peter the Great, Frede-
rick the CGheat, Aichduke Charles, Duke Wellington,
Napoleon, lost considerable pazﬂes-. All but Wellington
suflored total rout. Tt is much g favour of a commander,
or an o ator, that he ventures to wrestle with the most
poweiful enemy. A lofty spirit desires an aptagonist of
the lugliest order— .

Optat ap)um, aut fulvum descend: re monte leonem.

The Abbé Sicyes onee exclaimed in the National
Assembly  of anve-}-“.You wish to be fiee, and?
know not how to be just.” Necker used to observe
that every person of sense and reflection would ulti-
mately discover that morality is in the nature of things
and the sphere of wisdom; and his danghter, Madame de
Stael, adds, that when we allow ourselves to do nothing
that 15 nnjust or immoral, we are sure {o {all m with the
natural and salutary course of things. It is a much older
manim, that m a fice state, all ilegahty, aull oppiession,
all violation of faith, however or agammst whomsoever
exeresed, 13 dangerous to general freedom,—recoils in
one mode or other on the perpetrators and the institu-
tions.

* ..
1t has been 1emarked that the churlish and the avari-
cious never fal to find some reason why the indigent
de esve their nuseries. In general, no one can tell how
much or how little misfortune is merited ; all the particu- -
L~ by which the character of eacl. case of distress h“f&.
Leen determined, cannot be known. The best rule or:
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exdmple is that of Goldsmith’s good man who forgot the
vieea of his destitute guests m thewr woe—

« 4 Careless their merits or their faults Lo scan,
«  His puty gave ere chanty began.”

$¥néte should be no winfer 1n the bounty of those who

*#re able to mve almsfzé*pat describes charity as de-
vising excuse§ where g"‘i@ight,,condemn, seching the
wtetched out, and fin ﬂ@‘ reward enough m the very
offices of humanity

The very tender, the yery tomantic, like the very sub-
lime, borders occasionally on the ridiculous Tiavellois
should beware of being too refined or too obsolescent n
their sentimentalizing and ¢rahzing, and ahove all,
avoid the appearance of =y§3§natlc etuption whencvex
they 1each the situations, such as Gray's chuieh-yad,
Julia’s bosquet, or Laura’s tomb, which aie piesunied to
kindle naturally the enthusiasm of liteiat1 and dilettanti.

We might apply the aphorism ¢ better late than never”
to the act of one who gives when he can no longer enjoy
or retain; but the credit of generosity 1s not due to hnn
In some instances, estates are bequeathed for public pui-
poses, merely fiom unfounded dishihe or spite to1elatives,
or frdm the hope of obtaining thereby a more ehgible lot
in the next world, than a hfe of paisimony and sclfishness
mthﬁ. would authorize the dying man to expect. To
live tounifidently, is far better than to die beuevolently,
+Saint Mm'fh}.‘bf‘l‘om‘s. who divided hs cloak with the
,lmandlmt, earned more favour 1n IHeaven, we appi chend,
@ﬁ iy covetous accuthulator of wealth could gain by

o] ‘charities  Frue hberahty unples some

b ‘M'lﬁce,--e!panswe emotions of the heait,—the

prﬁcﬂce of cantnbuting to the aud of others. In gencral,
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the rich can do mone, themsélvés, as benefag.tor )
almoners or executors can do for them.“' L

The reviewer is, truly, someumcs a ruihlé;; ‘e'xecu-
tioner; but, after all, it must be” acknowledgedf. ihai}” the
race of insipid authors. wd\ﬂ;hmulhply beyond bounds.
and grow interminable ixi;, nqnsense, were it n{)t ,"tbr
the salutary rigour w‘hich o occasionally’ exetcises.
A moderate number of theqe gcntxcs should be che!’islxw
ed, upon a principle like that which affords prOtec*
tion to certain species of birds, that by devqul‘in&
particular insects, provent theif indefinite and noxxous,

increase. ‘

1t is remarked of the Romans under the Emperors,
by Tacitus, that they could bear neither entire slavery
nor full liberty.,  This seems to be the case with most.of_'.
the nations of the Furopean continent.  Absolute govern-»
nient they will not brook ; free institutions they are not ™
qualificd to comprehend and enjoy, They grope for
rcpublicanism ;  they stumble; they plunge again for-
ward ; they wholly miss their aiin; they will not erouch -
under despotism, but conspire, revolt, finding, however,
no haven.

The enemies of Timothcus, the Athenian, ascribed .
all his military successes to Fortune, and had ‘a picture
drawn, in which he was represented asleep, and Forlgme
by his side taking cities for him in her net, . Tlmotheus
suffered much chagrin on this account, and on his return
v torious from a certain expedition, observed to the’ peo-
ple-— My fellow citizens, you must acknowledge that in
tins Forfune had no share.”” It is said that the goddess ¥
vuas piqued and the general unformnatc in all his enter—

18* - .
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B8 afterward, 'x'his story is not without a moral for
; "*"I‘h@ iatter should transfer to the real Dis-

% Gmt moﬂm Fortune, qugen of human statc,
Rectrass oF netion, Qrbm'ess of* fate,
To whom all sway, all ‘gﬁﬁef empuo bows,
Be present, and pmpiﬁofm"hz vows.”
4

% Some public character has been described by an emi-
pent writer as *a ready, orator, a keen wit, and a most
contemptible statesman,”s How often is this desciiption
ieahzed in popular states! Another has been repiescnted
u’s erquwtelx susceptible of vanity, yet indifferent to the
publlc esteem j impatient of rehrement, cager for noto-
tiety, yet valuing money alone.
“ Populus me ebilat ; at miht plaudo
Ipse domo, siumul ut nummos contemplor m arca.”

1t is hard for a modest man to ask anything considera-
ble of one, whom he takes to be obliged to him, lest he
be thought to demand rather than to ask, to look upon
it as a debt not as a kindness.

“=*Nothing contributes more to real happmess and dig-
Mity, than a constant endeavour to estrange existence
from metély sensual or animal pleasure. Religious me-
ditatione and exercises, the love and habit of refined
reading #id'Social tntercoursé2-the culture or ndulgence
of a taste for music, or any of the fine aits, for natwal

'één"érir physical or abstract science, the impiove-
:n;kéht nlorgement of the domestic affections ; the

‘pﬁl;ﬁﬁ business or philanthropy, bhave all a most
benaﬁﬁ] and sute tendency in that respect. An indivi-
.dual may, by a steadfast attention to the object, accom-
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plish much more in splntﬁ:‘ﬁ}lz‘i §
existence, than at first would be

1t is Young we behu'c, whogfa

“ Pmm is tho salt l.lmt Y

true in 1ts applicatlon Repubhcan comnmniti 14
ly, must be candid with themséf% sand t:pe wox‘lci ‘
adopt idals aml mvest them thh’w Y t, £ ;

The annual Exhibition of a Horticuuurax Smietyf
of the scencs which may be called the poet"y of ]if'e. ¥
refreshes and momentally refines our whole beihg 1
delighting our senses by the most brilliant spectaéle*’ ‘ﬁﬂ'q
the richest fragrance from the bosom of Nafure. No
combination of objects could be better (,alculated ‘to““’
yemind us of the beauties of Creation and the boum:y of'
Providence. It is not science, nor the eye of taste, nor
the palate of the imagination,’ whlch sﬁould altme, n,
highly gratified with such a display,, but, also the..
which looks with wonder and homage to the Dvinc
source of all that is ornamental and grateful, agg. ) ézi.% w,
in whate"er lmproves the abode, and ex ites!jé ird M

some gre.at national object, and, affect it g ] el
a ship—rendet it unserviceable, or clogft 50° tbjmpéde

T L v
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or arrest :ts maych. The first duty or proper endeavour
of tﬁpﬂe who would accomplish a great public good, is to
. keep off or keep down the influence of such interest—or
! tﬁ' cdmbine them so as to destroy their individuahty and
. Separate action. A complicated machinery, or the use of
s various small and sinister springs, is not advantageous
"' for the accomplishment of a design important for the

" national weal.

.

Under a republican government, complaints of the
neglect or mismanagement of offices to which men are
appoinied as political partisans, are geneially fiwtless,
_«however well founded. The appowmnting authouties must,
“for their own credit and purposcs, sustain then elect, who
are in every sense their protéges, through good and evil
report.  Abuses of trust may therefore be continued with
a prospeet of impunity as satisfactory as in the old
monarchies.

)

The annals of the Fine Arfs are 1ich in mstruction,
anecdote and character; ignorance of the names and
monuments by which they are illnstiated would be -
compatible with all pretension o refined cultme ether of
sentiment or intellect. Their ptinciples, uses and tiophies,

‘mtle endowments, studies and labours, which they
lmply,——forrh' subjects of inquiry and contemplation,
essentiol for the due 1mprovement of taste and the
highest philosophy and theory of human natwe.

o Itig the d"k of a journalist to submit to his 1eadeis

call the consi etations and facts, which he believes to be
_;aux;liary to,] ght judgment m any important case. Meye-
v+ 1y to chie with unreflecting, unnformed,” or mterested
gfhﬂp&u@stﬂ-—merely to suggest what pampers the wishes
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and hopes, however laudable, of; enthuﬂas\‘.fg sph;lts, ig {70
betiay one of the main purposes of a gazetfe, and o M
falsely and injuriously with the pnbfiq ;ymd

According to Pliny, the great family of the Fabﬁaﬁ&
Rome, deirved then name fromi thefe skill fh rafsmg
beans ; as several other families of the greatest note were'
dcnommated fiom othes branches of ndustry., Thus ﬁx
modein times, the names of many opulent people, of
funly pride, 1efer to the meanest trades cxercised by,
some of the 1 good ancestors, 1t is, after all, a better
ongin for thamn than tbe slaughter of their fellow creatures
m the ficld ot battle.

o

A <plendid wnd classical fountain, a magnificent qhm'ch.
o1 some noble wark of the chisel, stnkes the cye, and
compensates on tecieates the imagmation, in the midst of «
the giossar exlubitions and more unromantic bustle of
tiade 1t was the pohcy and the taste of the refined
niticns of antiquity —almost every theatic or scene of
public action, however codise or humble, was consecrated
m part, to the muses and the graces ; the fancy wasnever
lell entirely to metcly material or common-place images.
Common ait and tiade weie not, and are not to be U}}de)' ‘g)
valued—upon them we all chiefly depén them” WQ
owe all protection and esteem. but we may study elavat«.
ing and refining contrasts without d.lsparagement go y;;
and with general advantage. ‘v

on i aa\&

Public spirit ot patriotism is rather the, Qteady d!sphyo
of moial energy than the casual impulse re physical
or mechanical courage; and it*is %m«’ﬁﬁvﬁéuﬂw

shown m the uniform tenor of bene

and patric
conduct, than in the splendid giare of &0!!1e riiaky
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achievement, to which a sense of honour or a love of
' gloi'y, or the mere contagion of feeling, may have patial-
1y contributed.

L

+ What is legitimate and patriotic histoiy? Not the
exhibition of the conduct of one party alone, in the worst
possible lights, both as to principles and motives; but a fair
equituble survey of the proceedings of all parties, in the
spitit of charity, und with due allowance for mutual pro-
vocation and temporary excitement, From defeieuce and
tenderness to the Republican polity, every true American
would be exceedingly loath to prove, if he could, that any
large portion of his countrymen ever desired the substitu-
tion of monarchical for our present institutions.

“Fanatics are always more or less enthusiasts ; but en-
thusiasts are not always funatics or visionaries; en-
thusiasts have commonly warm hearts and gencrous
tempers; fanatics only fanciful heads and bitter spiiits.
It is a remark of Addison, that * the worldlimgs ridicule
everything as romantic that comes in competition with
their present interest; and treat those peisons as vision-
aries who dare stand up in a corrupt age, for what has
;’nol: its itnmediate reward joined to it.”

e ¥

It was the boast of a philosopher that he dared to
follow truth into her most secret haunts. A ~enuine,
patriotic stgfesman prefers luminous truth to plausible
misrepresentation ; leans for support upon reason and
public viitue alone; views uall large and complicated
questions on every side; postpones local and personal
interests to the national weal; values mote the possession
or communication of just and enlightened opinions than
the faculty of ready and specious discourse; and endea-
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vours to be the best guardian of' the constltutlon, as we]l
as the uoblest ornament of the government !

The conflicting spirits of good and évil, belbng}tﬁ the ™
mythology of the ancients, and the theology. of “the
moderns, and have heen themes of endless discussion.
Voltaire treats the question in his uswal vein of irony or
levity : Parnell has adopted a more serious tone’ and salu- |
tary end in his well-known Hermit. Plutarch may be |
consulted for an interesting exposition of Zoroasi:ér’s g
theory of the two adverse divinities of good and evily=—
Oramases and Arimanius; the one born of pure h'gh‘t, '
the other of palpable darkness ; each perpetually counter-
acting and combating the other, but the’ fiend of _evil
destined to be overcome in the end, Jcm}ing mankind in a
stale of perfect happiness and sublimed or ethereal exist-
ence.  There are some fine passages with regard to the
Persian creed and the permission of evil, in the first
volmue of that beautitul work, the « Athenian Letters.”

It is related that some casy friend of the late Lord
Castlereagh asked him why he did not proiote merit;
« hecause,” answered his Lordship, in an honest mood,
«merit did not promote me.” The anecdote is probably .
apocryphal, but it conveys a true lesson. Those occu-
pants of high places who are conscious that they do not
deserve them, cannot duly estimate superior desert, and
naturally treat all patronage as spoil. So far as the able :
and honest discharge of public functions is 1mportant ‘for
the public weal, it is 6f momeut to have in the dispensers
of otlice, men capable of discriminating nicely and impar-
tially the clainis of candidates, and fully impressed with
the nature of their grave and delicate trust. Favouritism,
inwrigue, personal interest, or bold importunity, will pre- ;

'

I
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‘and mutua]ly advantageous union, by the ancients.
'Aithough the Muses presided respectively over several
~'departments of knowledge: some over Poetry and History,
others over Dialectics, Geometry and Astronomy ; yot
they were all deemed inscparable sisters, forming one
hallowed choir. Fomer and Hesiod invoke all of themin
their poems—Pythagoras sacrificed to them all, in grati-
tude for his famous mathematical discovery. Aristotle
excelled in every science and every branch of literature,
Xenophon was at once the orator, historian, savant,
statcsman, military leader, and man of the world. The
+profoundest of the Grecian philosophers were poets; the
greatest of the Roman statesmen and gencrals were
scholars and philosophers.

AGRICULTURE is an extensive science, resting on fixed
principles, and intimately connected with many branches
of knowledge and various mechanical arts. When pro-
‘perly and liberally taught, which is very far from being
‘done in the ordinary practice, it tends to form, expand,
and eririch, ,the mind in every sense; it is an cxcellent,
we might say the best discipline for the body ; it is equally
5o for the understanding and heart. It is eminently to be
preferred a8 part of the training of the boy, to whatever
functions he may be destined.

A é‘reat moralist has said—¢ Every man’s good con-
smence is a thousand swords.” It is best to live down
the calumnies of alice and the judgments of ignorance.
Af we possessed the power to shoot all libellers, we doubt
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whether we would use it ; any more than we would ex-
terminate any race of seemingly noxious reptiles, if we
could do so. We would not venture to interfere thus far
with the cconomy of Divine Providence, who has willed,
in the plenitude of his wisdom and goodness, that there
should be calumniators as well as venomous plants and
inscets and ferocions birds and beasts of prey.

Il the poet who describes Ieaven itself as surveying
with pleasure the scene of *a brave man struggling in
the storms of fate,” has not been thought extravagant,
we ay, without license, point at the spectacle of a brave
nation struggling for independence and civil liberty, with
the mercenary host of a league of despotic potentates, as
one entitled to the deep concern and warm admiration of
the civilized wouild.

The spirit of benevolenee is excellent in itself: it is the
more noble and beautiful when widely comprehensive
and remotely prospective; it is not, indeed, infallible in
its designs and caleulations, and in spme instances it
is more romantic than judicious; yet it has, in general,
it pecubar sagacity which, connected with its earnest
industry m collecting information and means, entitles it
to special deference.

The editors of newspapers should refer to each other,
only in their professional capacity ; as simple individuals,
they can be of no importance in the eyes of the com-
minity ; what they write, can have value and weight, or
be marked by the reverse, only from its intrinsic charac-
ter of truth and reason, or of inaccuracy and fallacy: in
justice they can be considered as publicly responsible
only for their public course.

VOL. L 19
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« A great condition of life,” says Sencca, “is a great
servitude.” Nowhere is this aphorism more applicable
than at Washington. Extreme anxiety, perpetual vigi-
lance, hard work, ruinous cxpense, manifold responsi-
bility, malicious or vulgar reproach, are all incident to the
higher stations. Let the ambitious man read, in the ex-
cellent prose essays of Cowley, the papers of that great
poet and moralist on Liberty and Greatness.

“ Opinions,” says Mr. Burke, “as they sometimes
follow, so they frequently guide and direct the affec-
tions.” We cannotl long love the principles to which we
profess to be devotled, while we accustom oursehes to
rejoice at the triumph of such as are fundamentally
opposite.

Sophisms with rezard to the passions and dissolute
cxample are extremely dangerous; they should not be
mistaken for harless exercises of ingenuity ; they are
easier in fact than jnst moral speculation and painting ;
they are most readily caught and repeated by the weak
and vulgar, and they are therefore beneath the unbition
or adoption of true genius, and odious to all true philan-
thropy.

Ia reference to some cases, we may enlarge the adage
—«Ile is a wise man who speaks little,” saying—Tie is
a wise maun who writes little. It is @ very ea v thing to
scribble, as it is to jabber; but those who indulge their
pens unlimitedly expose themselves to various evil, equally
with the exorbitant talkers. A practised wuiter, or
speaker, full of pithy matter, may be allowed, on impor-
tant occasions, to deliver voluminous discourses. To
others, fiequent coplousness is not permitted, any more
than mediocrity to versificrs—Non Dii, non homines, &c.
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Sound principles never perish, through what channels
soever they may pass, or however applied. ¢ Truth is
truth o the end of reckoning”—saith Shakspeare. We
mizht cite the well-known maxim of Cicero, Opinionun
commentla, &c. Just doctiine which, alone, satisfics
exieencies,—which 1s indispensable for the preservation
of institutions—may be placed among the pature judicia
—the essential tuths and relations of  things—which
tune and use 1evive and ratfy,

Thete s a positive, direet pleasure in paying tribute to
an uprieht character, a moral life and a patiiotic career,
which we would not forego for any consideration. Private
worth is to be carnestly celebvated when it is associated
with ofticial ctuinenee; at is the best public fund, and as
it abounds or dunintshes, the repubhe decays or thrives.

Shakspeare was wrong in the general purport of his
lines—
“What's m a name ? That wlieh we call a rose,
By any other name wonld smell as sweet.”
The odom of sanctity, the fragrance or the offensive-
ness of doctie and conduct, wealth, honours, frequently
depend vn a nawme,

Thete is an unthinking multitude, and a multitude who
think weakly, superficially, or awry. The notions and
speculations of the latter, may be as mischievous as the
arbitrary or passive reception of the opinions of others
bv the former.  Swift deseribes a class of men whose
“ (osentialities are very superficial ,” but who carry a
gioss and heve a plausible tone, which make them pass
lar oracles. ’
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A privileged man. He claims a privilege of systematic
inconstancy ; a privilege of prevarication; a privilege of
contradiction ; a privilege of vililication ; a privilege of
not only changing his conduct, but the principles of his
conduct, and all his sympathics and affections, whencver
it suits his occasions or caprices.

On no occasion is the maxim of Burke to be overlooked
—If ever we ought to be cconomists even to parsimony,
it is in the voluntary production of evil.” That illustrious
moralist referred to the production of evil, for the sake of
some bencfit; but it never occurred to him that evil was
to be tolerated and risked, merely because it might be
counteracted or ultimately remedied.

Great statesmen, and men who have transacted civil
business, with most honour and authority, have usually
been polite scholars and philosophers ; witness Pericles,
Scipio, Cicero, Cato, DBrutns, Marcus Antoninus, Sir
Thomas More, Sidney, Raleigh, Temple, Grotius, De
Witt, Turgot, Pitt, I'ox, Canning, and many others.

An anti-doctrinaire at Paris says of the Duke de Drog-
lie, French Minister of State for Foreign Aflairs,—* Few
men are better informed than M. de Broglic ; few men,
perhaps, of better intentions or more intrinsically worthy
and amiable. Yet 1 know of no man so zenerally
detested.” This may be the representation of prejndices
merely ; but the case is not impossible. Widely-extended
and deeply-rooted party spirit is always accompanied by
much injustice to individuals. Some of the noblest pa-
triots that ever lived were literally stoned to death or torn
in pieces.
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If men would permit their minds, like their children, to
associate freely, if they would agree to meet one another
with smiles and frankness, instecad of suspicion and de-
fiance, the common stock of wisdom and happiness would
be centupled. Probably, those very two men who hate
each other most, and whose best husbandry is to sow
burrs and thistles in cach other’s path, would, if they had
cver met and conversed familiarly, have been ardent and
inseparable friends.

Sellish and designing homage to rank and power often
employs the most preposterous language of idolatry ; a
witless or venal spirit is incapable of nice touches and
ingenious recital in the work of glorification; it daubs
unsparingly; it invents or adopts what exposes the objects
to ridhcule and disparagement. Young, the poet, has well
deseribed g Blockhead's flattery” as the worst defuma-
tion ; and the incense of courtiers and place-hunters as a
withering vapour.

One of the noblest exertions of public spirit is to pro-
mote the union of parties, to forget party jealousies and
interests at the season of public danger, and even to cast
away the hands of party connexion, when it is no longer
distinguished by moral principle nor identified with the

national weal,

Public spirit is something very superior to mere party
feeling, which in itself is so far from implying the absence
of sclfishness, that it frequontly originates in selfish mo-
tires, and terminates in contracted views of private
advancement.

When audacity and grossness areémited with a splen-
19 *
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did exertion of poetical power, they are much the less
likely to offend cven the best moral sense, in the case of
readers who have a relish for literary excellence. Desides,

.audacit}; in religious and philosophical opinions, often
succeeds of itself with weak and enthusiastic minds, just
as it does in the practical afluirs of life.

Generous sentiment and sound policy teach, that we
should be even more tender of the reputation of the
eminent strangers who fought and bled for our libertics,
than of the fame of our native worthics.

Moral influences, in the case of nations as well as in-
dividuals, may, in the end, more than counterbalance
temporary losses and difticnities. A timorous and merely
sclfish policy tends to destroy all the finer springs of
thought and action—it precludes sclf-respect and incurs
universal contempt : it may disarm a people even more
perilously than when they dishand fortifications, and break
up the channels of their revenue.

Character should be held as sacred as the person or the
purse. The diffusion of calumny, for hire, is at least as
reprehensible as it is from a dillerent motive, since it
works the same degree of injustice and injury. A merely
mercenary assassine incurs, indecd, more contempt, than
he who stabs reputation or life, under the influerce of the
malignant passions. )

The greatest criminal in the eye of the law of judges,
of juries, and of the community, is, properly, he whose
general career or pursuit is the worst,~—that is, involves
the most mischievous alternative—the chance of fiequent
sanguinary outrage; and not the person who perpetrates a
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single enormity, however nefirious.  Thus, the highway
robber by profession may be treated as the most atrocious
of culprits. [lis hand is always raised against the purse
and person of his ﬁ*]luw-ci&izen. '

It is an old maxim that the greatest glory of a free-born
people, is to transmit that freedom to their posterity. The
clearest and strongest oblication of the natwalized Ame-
rican, fiom what Jand of hondage soever, is to preserve
for his children and his adopted nation, those institutions
which give him the dearest objeets of his heart—civil and
political equality, and the fair fruits of all his facalties and
means.

Argument may he maest efficaciously pursued without
personalities.  T'hose public writers who employ personal
invectives in contioversy, are virtually among the worst
enemies ol the ficedom of the pess. They render the
expression of an honest opinion dangerons, or exceed-
inely irksome, by making defamation its consequence;—
they allow such hbeity as he would who should say to
another—* You ae free to take that path: it s your right
—but if you do it I shall bespatter you without stint, or
endedvoar to thrust you into the mive.”

Happy those who have wuseful employment that extludes
all anxiety about the clouds or the winds; who have a
bright veticat within their dwellings, stheir offices, their
laboratotiies, their sphere of work whatever it may be, and
above all, in their own minds and tempers, from the in-
fivences of a gloomy atmosphere, and the intrusion of the
Lhue Devils—abominable imps, which, if often harboured,
raise an everlasting mist.
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SENTENCES.

Accb}aing to the Chinese theory, the difference between
sycophants and upright ministers at court, is this—¢those
who, awed by the power and station of Ilis Majesty,
submit implicitly to his opinion and will,” arc the syco-
phants; the others, such as ¢ pertinaciously reason points
with Ilis Majesty, and refuse submission, when they
believe him to be wrong.” A good distinction even for
a republican.

A noble Italian was persecuted as an atheist, for having
published a treatise to prove thut IHeaven has more in-
habitants than Ilell.  Some of onr contemporary divines
are as ready to anathematize this doctiine as were the
theologians of the 16th century. It is dreadful to think
that the elect are more numerous than the reprobate !

What a pregnant lesson is contained in the common
beginning of epitaphs, hic jacel, here lies, &e.  Beneath,
—putrescent flesh, or hones, or ashes, whatever may be
the magnificence of the tomb, or however exalted or
powerful may have been the defunct! Dust to dust:
ashes to ashes.

It suits well persons who are properly critic ised and
unable to make defence as to the substance or essence
of the case, to fasten upon inadvertences or seeming in-
justice in the form of criticism, and to endeavour to bring
into disrepute the rectitude of the censor.  T'his stratigem
covers a forced retreat.

Philopemen, says Plutarch, was persuaded that learn-
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ipg ought to condnee to action and not to be considered
as mere pastime and an useless fund for talk, This idea®
falls within the general maxim—

“Virtae, if not m action, 1s a vige,

And when we move not forward, we o backward.”

It was said of Bayle that he read much by his fingers ;
meaning that he had the art of distinguishing that which
is most curions and important in @ book without the
trouble of a reeular minute perusal. Roch an art is par-
ticwlarly desiruble at an era when the press is incaleulably
prolhfie.

The hest way to secure reputation, is not by a proud
defianee of public opinion, but by guiding our actions in
such a manner, as that pabhie opinion may, in the end,
be securely defied by baving been previously respected
and dreaded, '

Let those whose station and tulents entitle them o
assume the lead in public aflairs, pursue an enlightened
and maenanmous policy, allaymg the heats of faction,
and making the ends of party and the dlaims of personal
friendship, subservient to the geneial good.

We should endeavour to poetize our existence; to
keep it clear of the matevial and grosser world.  Musie,
owers, verse, beanty, natural seenery, the abstractions
of philusnphy, the spiritual refinements of religion, are all
important to that end.

Liberty is a hoon which few of the Luropean nations.
arc worthy to roceive or able to enjoy.  When altempts
to give it have been vainly made, iet us, before we speak
of them, inquire whether they were practicable.
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Fraser, relating the manners of Persia, in his « Travels,”
Says—<«If a man voluntarily assumes an unpretending
position in society, for example a low seat in an assembly,
this very act of diffidence, instead of raising him in their
eyes, only marks the degree of estimation in which he is
to be held in future; the more he yields the more he is
trampled upon. A bold assertion of superiovity is seldom
questionl.”  DBut, in what country is there a different

“order of things. Those who push themselves forward,
with or without merit, have almost everywhere the best
chance. The mountebanks ascend the stage and occupy
the front, and pass for the first of the drainatis personze.

To play the philosopher well in a rowance if not
everywhere clse, it is necessary to be sententious,
natural, and above all, ethically sound.

No literary reputation could withstand the operation of
a daily press, were its unavoidable lapses imputed to
ignorance in the writers for it. A sagacious eritic will
distinguish; and «a liberal one will trace appuarent blunders
to their true source. ‘

That invisible divinity, Ifortune, is cursed daily or
hourly for disappointments, and would have been torn in
pieces innumerable times, had she been tangible.

We should keep acknowledged evil out of tie way qf
youth and its fealty ; as we would avert frost fiom the
blossom, and protect vegetable or animal life of any kind
in its immatuity, from perilous exposure.

Maxim for a Republic.—Let the cause of every single
citizen be the causc of the whole; and the cause of the
whole be that of every single citizen.
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. Real sympathy and gratitude show themselves, not in
words and pegeants, but acts, sacritices. which direetly
afford # comfort and consolation.™

Let none of us cherish or invoke the spirit of religious
fanaticism :—the ally would be quute as pestilent as the
eneiy.

An «ditor, to be perfeet in his office, should be like
Milton’s being—

“ All head, all eye, all car,
All nitelleet, all sensel

The following is a grateful and salutary, though not
alwuys a practicable rule—
“ Mix with yoar grave de<igns a Tittle pleasure,
Bach day of business has ats hour of fosure.”

Every compromise is improper in itself and ultimately
mischicvous, by which a sound prmeple or theory is
sacrificed, or the complete timunph of such principle or
theory prevented.

When o charge is to be made, 1t is the rule of candour
and honesty to come out at once ronndly with the facts,
and the evidence upon which they are believed to rest.

Il Solom condemned the mwan who should remain neu-
ter in the little party disputes of his country, what must
i thought of him who, throngh timidity or indifference,
refirses to take part in questions that are to decide the
future condition, perhaps of all mankind !}

The Eastern politicians never do anything without the
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opinion of the astrologers on the fortunate momen/.
They are in the right, if’ they can do no better; for the
opinion of fortunc is something towards commanding it.

True state-wisdom is shown in the calculation of
chances, the regular maturation of plans, and the im-
provement of opportunity,

Tt is only commerce that can completely exelude the
spectacle of listlessness in some considerable part of the
population of a large city.  The demon of ennwi stalks
abroad in the most billiant capitals of pleasure, and
ceven of science,

“ Nothing,” says> a late wiiter, * deserves our admira-
tion so much as charvacters of prineiple.” To be amiable,
only requires good nature and indifference. Weakness
has a better chanee for it than vivtue.  What this age
wiants are exanples of firness and consistency : the
fricnds of Tubetty i panticalar, should say to themselves,
“inoew tempora nalus est, quibus firmare aninion expe-
diat constuntibus evemplis.”

Considerine the viee, the slander, the infirmities, the
mutilations, the poverty, wlich prevail m the world,
happy are they who leave it in mature years. without
having sutlered loss of character, the bitterness o peaury
or severe physical ills,

Earncst projectors, passionate votaries, are always im-
patient of contiadiction or doubt. The philosopher in’

Johnson’s Rasselas wondered at the folly of all dissent
from his transcendental notions.
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« We should never inquire into the faith or profession,
religious or political, of our acquaintance; we should be
satisfied when we find nsefulness, integrity, be&aﬁcencc,
tolerance, patriotism, cheerfulness, sense and mianners.
We encounter every day really gaod men, practical
Christians, and estimable citizens, belonging respectively
to all the sects and classes.

The question of a sonpd currency is connected with
the whole circde of pecuniary  interests,—with the sta-
bilty of fortunes,—the just measure of private gain,—the
morality of business tiansactions, and the fairness of their
results,—and  we might add, with the preservation of

~ucial order.,

There is nothing, however good in itself; which may
not he converted into ¢ studly” by making @ jumble of it,
and interpolating trash; and there is no journalist who
may not be represented as inconsistent, no allowance
heing made for diffence ol times and cireumstancees,
and the just and vivid impressions of particular periods

and eveats.

ITow splendid the distinetion to be the best among the
virtnous and rhe first among the great ; and how true the
remirk, that good wen are alone free s the wicked uni-
versally slgees!

It has heen made a question whether power really
changes the dispnsition, or orly displays the native bad-
nes- of’ the heart, and in what degrees the same indivi-
dual may be at once insolent and servile. :

Love, as an affection that studies and prefers the wel-
fare of another, deserves esteem and success ;—as o blind
VoL, 1. 20
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impulse or torrent of selfishness, that stops not at treachery
or the inflicion of any distress, it carns scorn and disap-
pointment.

Some intimacies necessarily destroy others.  Social
intercourse should be subjected to no restiaints except
those of decorum. It should be an affair of inclination,
convenience, and mutual good will ;3 with the observance
of established forms, but the owmission of punctilios and
apologies.

one of the best expedients for reading with advantage
—for peyvpetuativg uselul watter in heth the memory and
judgment—is to seize a subjeet when contemporiry oc-
currences endue it with ~pecial mterest.

Cicero maintained that a helief in the inmortality of the
soul and a futme state of jewards and  punishments,
is mdispensable for tine public vittue; for the steady
sacrifice of private intercsts and passions to the publie
good.

At times, prevailing opinion becomes superstition, or
epidenic  fnaticism, and then it 13 vam to move
against the current,  The emission of a general truth,
incidentally, is all that can be done with any benetfit,
under such circumstances. N

Spurious condolence gives a false and mischievous
direction to some of the most salutary and beautitul affee-
tions of our naturc. The poet Young has said rightly—

»

“The selfish heart descrves the pam it feels ™

Religion may be made a trick of party, as it has been
ofien made a trick of state; and that delusion may be-



SENTENCES. 227

come as serious a public calannty or shame, as any other
nwral malady.

It is not impunity, as to person and purse, that em-
boldens mntation, and disgiaces the conntry, so much as
impunity with respeet to formal expoaure by nime. gene-
ral reception, and apparent repute.

A question of consttutional law is not a snbjeet of in-
twition, 101s not i case of instinetive motal sense. An
enlizhtened judeiment, a supetior sagacity, speaial studies,
and an npartal spot, are the proper acents for its de-

termination.

St Phihp Nevius was such w lover of poverty, that he
tiequentiy prayed that God would brine Inm to that state
as to stand i need ol o penny, and fined nobody that
would eive i one. P'he last part of the prayver would
be wmlimtely more improbadde than thie Arsttor any human
bemg, in most (v ihzed connties of the present age. Less
proneneas to chartty than eenerally prevadls, nnght reducee

ercatly the munber of the very poor.

It is well observed that good morals e not the fruoit
of metaphysical subtleties ) nor are cood pohtical consti-
tutions or salutary zovernment.  Ahstiactions and refine-
ments are far from bemg enough for hunian nature and

human commumtics.

In the Roman states there is said to be a party which
ext s the reigning Pope, whoever he may chance to be,
as rhe most learned of men and the wisest of rulers,  In
what country, having a chief, whether elective or heredi-
tary, is there not always a party that chants a similar
hosanna ? ]
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Exclusive appellations, fuvourable or invidious, often
have a singular cfiect. The same things spoken or done
by persons who bear them respectively, produce credit
for one description and odinum for another ;—or pass with
impunity, or occasion an outcry, according to their
success.

Truth should never be sacrificed to nationality ; but
it is a sort of treason to deery unjustly indigenous pro-
ductions, exalting at the same time those of a foreign
country, without due examination or real grounds-—to
pretend national mortification in cases to which the oppo-
site sentiment is due.  Good, instructive hiterature and
goneral politics need, in o country, liberal treatment in
cvery quarter.  They are subjeet to obstacles and disad-
vantages cnough, without precipitate, sweeping, quackish
opinions.

The wisdom of Old Age is to Youth what the waning
moon is to the early traveller in an unknown and be-
wildering path.  Our own sad experience is not often as
efficacious for our benefit, as the admonition of authority
which we are aceustomed to respect.

It would be well for those who have a propensity to
avarice, to impose upon themselves the obligation of some
periodical act of liberality. This would operate for the
heart and character, as a fontanel or medica: issue does
for the body. Salutary practice, persevered in with reso-
lution. will correct moral or physical tendeucics of an cvil
and unworthy nature,

In general, we consider as advantageous everything
which tends to promote mcetings for athletic exercises or
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social hilarity in the neighbourhood of cities, when tem-
perance and decorum are likely to be observed.  They
are far preferable, for health, morals and cordiality—for
the refreshment of the spnit, the expansion of the heart,
and the invigoration of the frame—to town night-clubs
or mere tavern dinner parties.

It is the langaace of a great anthority that « the appe-
tite of justice is easily satistied. and best nowished with
the least possible quantity of blood,”—and it has heen
cver observed that “ the execeation of one man hives atten-
tion and exeites awe, while thid of more at 2 tune dissi-

pates and weakens the efleer,””

tesentent or revenge may be avatified, bat character
can never be vindieated or brghtered by peisonal vio-
Jence, T'ms exeess, when perpetiated with the advantage
of compaiative youth and bo hly vicom, upon old ace, o)
weahness, s liable to the suspreion of cowardice hesides

the charge of bhiatality.

The eftusions of genius, or yather, the most suceessful
manestations of what is called talent, wie often the eflects
of distemipered nerves and complexional spicen, as pearls
are mol hid seeretions, How jouch of lus reputation for
superiority of mtelleet did not M. ). Randolph o e to his
physical ilis and nusanthropre ~puit!

The more the heart is exercised m the doniestic aflee-
tions. the more likely it is to be sympathetic and active
with regard to external objects.

The poor need good advice end bland admonition,
nearly as much as they do actual pecuniary contributions.
20 *
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Prejudiced minds naturally suppose invidious meanings.

Enthusiasm may betray the best understandings. All
men are liable to dclasions.

Foul words and foul juice may fall on the proper object,
but they can never proceed, properly, from respectable
sources.

Neutrality is practical indifference ;s impartiality, active
justice.

All truth is bitter to those against whom it operates.

It is not merely what is rare. but what is at the same
time morally impressive, and productive of beneficial
emulation, that should he sought for the amusement of
the public,

Cicero said of Cato—« ITappy Marcus Portius, of whom
no one durst ask an unreasonable thing.” Ilappy the
Republic to whose Presidents and Governors the same
felicitation could he addressed.

Are not the diflerent degrees of moral worth and in-
tellectual proficiency the only really important distinetions
among mankind? This estimate of things, however, is
very far from being the practical one in wny country.
Fortune, place, the power of serving, or gratifying in
particular modes, are cverywhere treated as deserving
of more honour and attention. The homage is small
that is paid to mental culture and the social and domestic
virtues in humble or powelless stations.
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, We are inclined to deem that politician, whether in
Great Britain or France, the truest patriot, who maintains
the character expressed in the prosaic distich:

*In moderatin, placing all his glory,
Not quite a Wing, and yet not quite a Tory.”

There is no universal, absfract Jaw that the voice of
the majority 15 the general will; it is the constructive
ceneral will only when there has been a regular orguni-
zation by common consent; and as such only can it be
obligatory.

To treat with unmerited indignity or negleet one whom
you have luiid under obligations, is almost as bad as in-
eratitude on the other side.

It is wise to do with the ntmost kindness of manner a
favour which you see to be inevitable, unless, indeed you
fear to encourage a future or frequent appheation.

It is difficult to live lone and remain in good humour
with your species.  Ilence, benevolence in old age is
most to he esteemed.

There are some hnman tongues which have two sides,
like thoseeof certain quadrupeds—one, smooth; the other
very rough,

Restraints laid by a people on itself are sacrifices made
to liberty; and it often shows the greatest wisdom in
imposing theu.

Write as wisely as we may, we cannot fix the minds
of men upon our writings, unless we take them gently by
the ear. .
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Never disclose your projects, great or small, when dig-
closure is not necessary—silence enables you to change
or abandon them, according to your convenience or in-
clination, without incurring the charge of fickleness or
irresolution,

—Omnes
Admonet, et magna testatur voce—
The voice of knowledge and wisdom from the lips of
patriofism travels far and wide, and stithes upon the
reason and conscience of multitudes.

Diogenes, in his tub, was as proud as the vain-glorious
Alexander,  Even in the United States, your conunon
brawler aziinst anstoeracy s, lor the most part, the most
intolerant and coneeited of 1eal aristocrats.

Fanaticism, in fct, is not confined to questions of
religion and Innnan dights; all may be called funatics
who ate visiona ies—who chievish wild notions aud deal
in fanciful speculation, even in politics.

Candour, is to he always adwvired, and equivoca-
tion to be shunned; but there is such a thme as super-
erogation, and very bold and ingenuous avowals may do

much more lim than good. *

Iow scldom is it that we can say of a contemporary
specch— v erything in it is clear and sound; succinet,
not stetiles concixe, not poor; full without superfluity ;
easy without negligencee,”

It is an old saying that it is no small consolation to any
one who is obiiged to work to sce another voluntarily
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take a share in his labour: since it seems to remove the
idea of the constraint,

It would bhe well to allow some thines {o remain, as
the poet says, “behind eternity ;—Dhid in the  sceret

treasure of the past.”

No finger is o timilinly used or more frequently
abused than that of God, Bicots constantly undertake
to point it, amd even very worthy men are apt to snateh
at it on unworthy or trifling occasions.

Injustice is cenerally in the end a lighter evil to the
sufferer than the worker.

Moral couraee relates—not to the preservation  of
personal inteenity alone—but to the promotion or protee-
tion of the publie weal.

True publie spitit is not merely zeal for the welfare of
community, but zeal tempered with disceretion, impelled
hy benevolent wotives, and direeted to o vivtuous end.

Genius ouaht to be content witl its proper sphere and
power:—its dignity and efliiencey requite that it should
keep aloof from all vulgar and selfish turmoil; its true
offspring will protect it from final detriment,

Let reasor combat error; but let us not suppress
opinion.  Trth cannot be ultimately injurious; the vin-
dication of a sound cause must strengthen it ; there will
he no dearth of champions.
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A prudent man ought to be guided by a demonstrated
probability not less than by a demonstrated certainty.

Men of wit have not always the clearest judgment or
the decpest reason.

Do not be deterred from openly espousing the cause
which you deem a right one, by the appichension of any
man’s displeasure.  Be content with the favour of a fewr,
if you cannot obtain that of iany but by sacrificing your
opinions and power of doing good on important ponts,

Too much care cannot be exercised in the distribution
of posthumous honow.  'I'c hestow it where infuny may
be due, is to set asele ar important means of contiol
over hutnan condue', and to destroy o sccwity of no
mean price agaist the misuse of power and opportunity.

The citizens of this Republic do, or should, profess to
owe at home, no special courtesy, to hear no speeial kind-
ness or deference, to sonarehial titles, or insignia of
nobility. 'The maxim here is, ¢ Act well your part, there
all the honour lies.”

Tne perusal of books of sentiment and of deseriptive
poetry. and the fiequent survey of natwal scenery, with
a certain degree of feeling and faney, must hayve a most
beneficial effect upon the imagination and the heart.

The true Fortunatus’s purse is the richness of the
generous and tender affections, which are worth much
more for felicity, than the highest powers of the under-
standing, or the highest favours of fortune,
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LESSONS BY QUOTATION,
FROM THE OLD ENGLISH DRAMVA,

Mryoranny rrov Suvkser arv.—Borrow me dulls the edge ot hus-
handry. ’

When clonds are seen, wise men pat on then eloahs,

Supertluity  comes sooner by white hars, but competeney lives
longer.

Hold at cowardiee to rest nustrustful where o noble heart hath
pawned an open hand mosiom ot love,

Ouar very eyes are sometimes, with our judgments, blind,

We erte onr fanlts that we may hold exensed ons law less Tives.

Al places that the eye of heaven vistts, are to o ool man, ports
and happy havens,

Oh, how ntter a thang 1t is to look mto happmess throngh another
man's cyes,

An hionest man is able to speak tor sl whena hnave ss not.

The Jabonr we delight i, phvsies pan,

When levity and cruelty play for a kimgdoim, the oontlest gamester
is the sonnest wimner,

Headstrong hberty 1+ Dished with woe,

Bewate of cntianee mto a quarrdd, Bat being m, Lear 1t so that the
opposer may beware of” thee,

In rehgiony v hat dammed error, but some sabey biew will bless 1t
and approse it with a text,

Letstill the woman take an elder than herscl’s so woa she to b,

A woman unpudent and mannish grown, s not maore loathed than
an «lemmate man i time of” action.

Whet worst, as ot lutting a grosser quality, 1s ¢iied up for our
best act.

e that loves to be tlattered ix worthy of the flatterer.

A justs prosperity lics in the ear of hnn that heas it
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How often, even in a republican country, when a public
functionary betrays his trust, can we not say after a cer-
tain William Shakspeare,

* %The name of Cassius honours this corruption,
And chastisement doth therefore hide its head.”

Ford’s extraordinary piece entitled «The Sun's Darling,
a Moral Masque,” in which the seasons and the great lo-
minary are so ingeniously and clegantly personified, The
final speech of the Sun, which closes the play, possesses
ereat moral as well as poetical beauty.

« Iere, in this mirror,
Let man behold the circuit of his fortunes:
The scason of the Spring dawns like the Moining,
Bedewmng Cluldhood with unrclisld beautics
Of gaudy sights: The Suuincr, as the Noon,
Shines in delight of Youth, and 1ipens strength
To Autumn’s Manhood ; here the livening grows,
And knits up all fthewy n folly :
Winter at last draws on the Night of Age;
Yet stll a humour of some novel faney
Untasted or untried, puts off the minate
Of resolution, which should bid farewell
T'o a vam world of wearmess and sorrows.
The powers, from whom man does derive his pedigree
Of his creation, with a royal bounty
Give him Health, Youth, Delight, for fiec attendants
To reetify his carriage : to be thankful
Again to them, man should cashier his riots,
His bosom’s whorish swectheart, idle ITvnour ;
His Reason’s dangerous seducer, Folly :
Then shall, hike four straight pitlars, the four Elements
Support the goodly stiueture of mortality ;
Then shall the four Complevions, hike four heads
Of a clear 1iver, streaming in hus body,
Nourish and comfort every vein and sinew,
No sickness of contagion, no grim death
Or deprivation of Health's real blessings,
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Shall then affright the creature built by Heaven,
2eserv'd to immortality.  Tlenceforth

In peace goto our altars, and no more

Question the power of supernal greatness,

But give us leave to govern as we please

Nature und her dommion, who from us

And from our gracious mtluence, hath both being
And preservation 5 no replies, but reverence !
Man hath a double guard, if time can win him,

ITeaven’s power above ham, lus own peace within him.”
.

The following picture, truly historical, of the luxury and
extravagance of the rich Romans, is drawn by Ben Jon-
son in his » Catalime.”

It doth strhe my soul,

And who can ’seape the stroke, that hath a soul;

Or but the smallest wr of man within lum

T'o see them swell with treasare, which they pour
Out 1 their nots, eating, driuking, building,

Ay, in the sca! planing of hls with valleys,

And raising valleys above hills! wlnlst we

Have not to grive our Lodies neecssaries,

They have their change of houses, manors, lordships;
They buy rare Attie statues, 'Tyrian hangings,
Iiphesian picturces, and Cormthan plate,

Attalic grarments, and now new found gems,

Since Pompey went for Asta, which they purchase
At price of provinces ! the river Rhasis

Caunot afford them fowl; nor Lmerine lake
Oysters cnow : Cireei too 1sescarch’d,

To please the witty gluttony of a meal!

Their ancient habitations they neglect,

And sct up new ; then, 1f the eche hike not

In such a room, they pluck down those, build newer,
Alter them too; and by all frantic ways,

Vi & their wild wealth, as they molest the people,
Irom whom they force 1t! Yet they cannot tamc,
Or overcome their riches! not by making

Baths, orchards, fish pools, letting in of scas

VOL. L. 21
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Here and then there forcing them out again s
With mountainous heaps, for which the carth bath lost

Most of her ribs, as entrails ; being now

Wounded no less for marble, than for gold!!!

The healthy and the wise will, at the fine scasons,
follow the advice of the old dramatist Massinger—

. « —risc before the sun,
Then make a breakfast of the morning dew,
Scrved up by Nature, on some grassy hill:
You'll find it ucetar.”

How beautiful and impressive is the sentiment of the
same author—

“ Look on the poor,
With gentle eyes, for, n such habits, often,
Angecls desire an als.”

The old dramatist Ford, makes Autumn speak thus—

“Whatc’er the wanton spring
When she doth diaper the ground with beauties,
Toils for, comes home to Autumn : Summer’s sweats
Either in pasturing her furlongs, reaping
The crop of bread, ripening the fruits for food,
Autunin’s garners housc them.  Antumn’s Jollitics
Feed on thew : 1 alone, in every land,
Traflic my uscful merehandise; gold and jewels,
Lordly possessions, arc for my commoditics
Mortgag’d and lost: 1 sit chicfamoderator
Between the check-parch’d Summer and the extrmes
Of Winter’s tedious frost; nay, i myself
1 do contain another teeming Spring.”

The same poet assigns the following language to
Winter—

“ Do not scorn
My age; nor think if I appear forlorn,
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I serve for no use: 'tis my sharper breath

' Docs purge gross exhalations from the carth;
My frosts and snows do purtfy the air
From choking fogs, make the sky clear and fair :
And though by nature cold and clull T be
Yet I am warm in bounteous charity
And can, good sirs, by grave and sage advice
Bring you to the happy shades of paradise.”

In one of Shirley’s plays—The C‘oronation—an attend-
ant addresses a dethroned heroine (hus—

Madane, yon are too passionate, and lose
The greatuess of your soul with the expense
Of too much grict; for that which Providence
Hath cas’d you of, the burden of a state
Above your tender bearing—"

To which the Princess answers—

“T'how art a fool,
Aud canst not reach the spinit of a lady
Boin great as I was, and made only less
By a too crucl destiny.
Above wn tender beasine ! What goes richier
To the composition of man, than ours !
Out soul’s as {ree and spactous, our heart’s
As mreat, ont will as large, cacli thonght as active,
And n ths only man more proud than we,
That would have us Jess eapable of empire:
But scarch the stories, and the name of queen
Shines brizht with glory, and some precedents
Above man’s umtation.”

A Smoker in one of Ford’s plays, sings these verses—
Yy S

“ They that will learn to drink a health in hell,
Must learn on earth to take Tobacco well,
For in hell they drink nor wine, nor ale, nor beer,
But firc and smoke and stench as we do here.” .



240 DIDACTICS.

The subjoined picture of Hell, is drawn in one of ald
Ford’s dramas— '

“There is a place
(List duughter) in a black and hollow vault,
Whcre day is never scen ; there shines no sun,
But flaming horror of consuming fircs;
A lightless sulphur, chok’d with smoky fogs
Of an infected darkness ; in this place
Dwell many thousand thousand sundry sorts
Of ncver-dying deaths ; there dumned souls
Roar without pity ; there arc gluttons fed
With toads and adders ; there is burning oil
Pour’d down the drunkard’s throat; the usurer
Is forced to sup whole draughts of molted gold;
There is the murderer for ever stabl’d
Yet can he newr die; there hes the wanton
On racks of burning stee!, windst i lus soul
He feels the torment of s yagg lust,” &e.

In Ford's fine tragedy of Perkin IT'arbeck, this impos-
tor marries, as pretender to the nglish crown, Katherine,
a princess of Scotland. - 'When he is taken, and exhibited
in London, in the stocks, she still ¢lings to him with lan-
guage very different from that which could be ascribed to
the Empress Matia Louisa, the wife of Napoleon, when
her hushand was dethroned and proscribed.

“QOh, my lov’d lord! can any scotn be yours
In which I have no mterest?  Some kind hand
Lend me assistanee, that 1 may partake
The infliction of this penance. My hic’s deares',
Forgive me: I have staid too long from tendering
Attendance on reproach.”

“Yes, when the holy churchmen join’d our hands
Our vows were real then; the ceremony
Was not in apparition, but in uct.
Be what these people term thee : I am ecrtain
Thou art my husband : no divorce in heaven
Has been suced out betwecen us; ’tis injustice



LERSONS BY QUOTATION,

For any carthly power to dinide us.
. Or we will Iive or let us die together.”

241

In Ben Jonson's play of Srjanus, the ollowing noble
lines are spohen by an old Roman,  God grant that it
may never be just to allude to them when the worthies
of our Revolution and their deseendants are compared !

“Tis not the times are changed ; the men,

The men, are not the same: "tis we are base,
Poor, and degencrate trom the exalted stram
Of our mieat fathers,  Whare s now the soul

Of god-lihe Cato? - Tle that durst be cood
When Casar duest be evil and had pewer,
As not te hve lns slave; to die Ins mastar ?

Or wheie's the constant Bratus, that being proof

Apamst dl charm of benelitsy did strike
So brine « blow mto the monster’s heart

That sought unhimndly to captive his country ?
O, they are fled the ight! Those nnghty spitits

Lac rald np with there ashes mtheir uins,
And not a spark of their cternal fire

Glows g present hosonn; all's hut blaze,
Ilashes and smoke, wherewith we Jabour <o,

There’s notlimg Roman e us . nothine conid,
Gallant o1 great @ ’tis true what Codnus says,

¢ Brave Cassius was the last of all that race.

Among the Jdiflerent kinds of madness mentioned by
the old wiiters is lycanthropia, when men  conecive
themselves to be wolves,  The ollowing deseription of
it is given by ebster in his fine tragedy of the Duchess

of Malfy.

“ Pege. Pray thee; what's his discase?

Doctor. A very pestilent discase, iy lord,

‘Chey call it lycanthrepia.
Pese. What's that ?
I need a dictionary to it.

21*
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Doctor. Il tell you—
In thowc that are possess’d with it, there o’erflows .
Such melancholy humour, they imagine
Themsclves to be transformed into wolves ;
Steale forth to church-yards m the dead of mght,
And dig dead bodies up: as two mights since
Ouc met the Duke, about midnight, in a lane
Belund St. Marhe’s chareh, with the leg of a man
Upon his shoulder : and he howled fem fully,
Said he was a woolfle; only the differenee
Was, a woolves skin is hairy on the outside,
His on the mside: bad them take their swords
Rip up lus flcsh and try.”

Ben Jonson thus Englishes the Latin moxim, si popu-
Tus vult decipi, decipialur—
« Why methinks, Sir, i the honest eomamon people
Wil be abused, why should they not have their pleasure
In the believing lics well made for them.”

The same lively sativist thus illustrates the character
of a miser—
“ A wretched rascal that will bind ahout
The nose of lus bellows, lest the wind get out
When hi¢’s abroad.”

The following quotations ol old verse will be found to
comprise useful hints—

%0, how much
Those ladies arc decerved and clicated, when,
The clearness and mtegrity of their actions
Do not defend themsclves, and stand sceure
On their own bases !

«“Competent means
Maintain a quict bed; want breeds dissention
Even 1n good women.”

“There was never yet

But shame and scandal m a victory,
When the rebels unto reason, passwons, fought it.”
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“True constincy
Raised on a brave foundation, bears such palm
And privilege with i, that where we behold it,
Though 1 an enemy, 1t does command us
To love and honour it.”

The following lines from Den Jonson's “Staple of
News,” would form a good inscription for an Atheneum -

s the honse of Fame, Siry
Where both the carious and the neghgent,
The serupulous and eareless, wild and stay’d,
The sdle aud labonions, all do meet
T'o taste the cornucopiw of” hier rumours,
Which she, the mother of sport, pleaseth to scatter.”

We might well apply to Washington, Ben Jonson™s
paraphrase of the noble character which Paterclus draws
of Cato—Tlomo virtuti simillimus ¢l per omnia ingenio
diis quam hominibus propior.

“1le was a man, most Like to virtue; in all,
Aud cvery action, nearer to the gods,
Than men, i natare ; of a body as fair
As was his mmd 5 and no less reverend
In face than fame: he could so use his state,
Tempenng his greatness with his gravity,
Asitavorded all sclf-love in him
And spite n others.”

The following libel upon wives is found in an old En-
glish play—

“ There be some
That in thewr husband’s sicknesses have wept
Their pottle of tears a day ; but being once certain
At midmght he was dead, have in the morning
Dricd up therr handkerchiefs, and thought no more on’t.”
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A lady despatcling a love-letter—f{rom an old play— |

«She kiss'd the letter first )
O’crlooked the superseription = then let fall
Some amorous drops; hiss'd 1t again, talk’d to it
Twenty times over, set 1t to her mouth,
Then gave it me, then snatel’d it back again,
T'hen ery’d * O my poor heart

Self-respect is a sure protection.  Nothing is more just,
even in Shakspeare, than the advice of Polonius to his
50—

“ This above all, to thine own <(!f he true,

And 1t must follow, as the mght the day,
Thou canst not be false to any man.”

Tow often is the meaning of this passage of Ben Jonson,
illustrated in other walks of Ife than the clerieal?
“1Iood an ass with reverend purple
So you can lude lus two ambitious cars,
And Le shall pass for a cathedral doctor.”

I'ROM OTHER SOURCES,

Churchill thus apostrophizes, in his Duellist, a disbe-
liever in a future state.

“Thou daring infidel" whom pride
And sin have drawn fiom reason’s side;
Who, fearing his revengeful 10d
Dost wish not to believe a God;
Whose hope is founded on a plan
Which should distract the soul of man
And malke hum eurse his abyeet birth;
Whose hope is, once return’d to carth
There to lic down, for worms a feast,
To rot and pensh ke a beast,” &e.
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GOOD ADVICE AB)U I ADVICE,

* Good hrother, let your reprehension, then,
Run m an casy cuarrent, not o'er lugh
Carried with rashness, or devourmge choler:
But rather use the soft persuadimg way,
Whose powers will work more gently, and compose
The tmpertect thonehts you labor to reclaim;

Morc wirnmg than enforang the consent.”
,

How few of the Christian denominations are there who
do not helieve or preach that they aloae are « the heirs of

"

the covenant ™ The erudite Dr. Panr used to say—¢1le
deprecated those prejudices and passions which exaspe-
rated individuals and veligious conmmumtics npon contro-
verted points of doctrine, not always placed within the
arasp of the strongest intelleet, nor athways profitable unto
salvation."—¢« We should consider onrselves,” he added,
“not merely i members of this ehurch or that seet, nor
even as cilizens of the world, but av pints of the
Universe; not merely as heirs of Gaod, bat as co-heirs
with madlions and milkions of creatines endowed with the
same faculties which we have, and destined to the same
heneficent ends.”

An ingenions Latin logogriphe,
Cottice sub gelido reserant mea viscerd {lnnmam.
J\ Cu)plt(: (ld (‘ﬂlC(‘“l Tesecare ¢x ordime memlna
S1 Libeat, varias assumani ex ordine formas:
Spissa viators jam nane protenditir umbra;
Nune defendo bonos, et amo terrere nocentes;
Mox intrare veto; sum denus denique ct unus.
Uniea si desit mihi eauda, silere jubebo.
(Silce: the successive amputation of each letter gives
ilexs lex; ex; x; and taking away only the last Ietter,

sile.) .
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An ingenious French logogriphe.

Nous sommes deux amiables seeurs,
Qui portons la méme livree
Lt brillons des mémes couleurs.
Sans Ie sceours de Part Punc et Pautre est paree;
T.a fraichenr est en nous ce qu’on amme le plus.
Sans marquer entre nous la moindre jalousie,
I’une de nous sans cesse a le dessous,
«Et plus souvent encore 'une & Pautre est unie.
Nous nous donnons, dans ces heurcux nstants,
De-doux baisers tres mmmnocents,
Jusqu’au mowment qui nous separe.
Alors, et ccla nest pas rare,
On voit, pour un Owur, pour un Non
Ne detruire notre union ;
Mais Pmstant qui st la repare.

(The word is lips.)

Homer does not mention that Achilles dragged the
dead body of ITector three times round the walls of Troy.
He says only that it was dragged along bhefore the walls.
But Virgil has it—

“Thiice round the T'rojan walls Aclnlles drew
The corpse of Heetor whom in fight he slew.”

What Vireil authorizes is no “vulgar error,” and his
account is adopted in the dassieal dictionaries.  An editor
observes that he does not know where Virgil got his in-
formation, and that he could wish to defend Achilles
against this thrice wanton charge of savage brutality.
Virgil, perhaps, had in his mind Achilles’ chase of Hector
round the walls—

“ Tnongh, O son of Peleus! Troy has view’d
Ier walls thiee circled, and her chiefl pursued.”

And also, the conducet of Achilles the day after the kill-

ing of Hector—
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“There as the solitary mourner raves
. The ruddy mormng rises o’er the waves:
Soon as 1t rose, lus furious steeds he jom’d
The chariot flics and Iector trails bekind,
And thiice, Patroclus! 1ound thy monument
Was Hector dragg’d, & e.
Here, we think, is a charge of thrice wanton savage
brutality as heavy as that of Vivgil.

«Short speeches,” saith Lord Dacon, « fly about like
darts, long and cuious speeches are as fit for dispateh as
a robe and mantle with a long train is for a race.”  “In
great places,” saith the same, « the standing is slippery,
and the regress is cither a downfull, or, at least, an
eclipse, which is a melancloly thing.  Men will not retire
when it were reason to do so, but when they are impa-
tient of privateness even in age and sickness, which re-
quire the <hade; like old townsmen, that will be sitting
at the street-door, though thereby they ofler age to scorn.™

The general hint meant to be conveyed in the following
lines of Crabhe, may not be Jost upon all wspivants,
“TITapless the Tad whose mind such dreams invade,
And win to verse the talents due to trade.
Cwh then, O youth! these raptures as they risc,
Keep down the evil sput, and be wise;
Tollow your calling, think the Muscs focs,
Nor lean upon the pestle, and compose.”

It is justly said by the author of the Travels of Anar-
charsis that the truly barbarous age is not that in which
there is the greatest ferocity of mauners, hut that in which
there ix the mo-~t hypoerisy in sentiment. «Le siccle
véritabiement barhare n'est pas celui ot il y a le plus de
férocité dans les meaurs, mais celui ou il y a le plus de
fousseté dans les sentimens.”
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Bolingbroke says—¢ Neither Des Cartes in building
new worlds, nor cven Newton, in discovering the true
Jaws of nature, felt more intellectual joys than he feels
who is a real patriot, who bends all the force of his under-
standing, and directs all his thoughts and actions, to the
real good of his country.”

We remember a profound remark of Madame de Stacl,
which secms to us to be confirmed by the events of every
succeeding day— Bizarre destinée de Pespece humaine,
condamnée @ rentrer dans le mime circle par les passions,
tandis qicelle avance tovjours dans la carricre des idées.”
“Strange destiny of the human species,—to be drawn
back into the siune cirele hy the passions, while it con-
stantly advances in the eaceer of 1deas.”  Progress by
intellectual improvement—relapse by the infirmitics of our
moral nature.  Proud boast of perfeetibility—manifold
evidence of the reverse.

The following passage of the lile of (‘aius Marius, re-
lative to one of his battles with the Cimbri, illustrates in
a forcible manner the horrors of war and harbarian
ferocity.

“The greatest and best parts of the enemny’s troops were cut to
picees on the spot s—those who Juught in the front fastened themselves
together, by long cords running through their belts, to prevent thar
ranks from being broken.  ‘The Romans drove back the fugitives to
the camp where they found the most shoching spectacle. Jhe women
standing in mourning by ther vehieles, killed those that fled; some
their hushands, some their brothers; others their tothers.  They
straugled therr little children with their own hands, and threw them
under the wheels and horses’ feet. Last of all, they killed thetasclves.
We are told of one who was scen tlung from the top of a wagon,
with a ¢hild hanging at cach hecl.  “The men, for want of trees, tied
themscehes by the neeks, somne to the horns of the oxen, others to their
legs, and then pricked them on, that by the starting of the beusts
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they might be strangled or torn in picces  But though they were so
industrious to destroy themsclves, above sixty thousand were taken
prisoners, and the killed wcere said to have been twice the number.

We might well suppose that allusion is made to stedm-
navigation, in the following lines of Homer's description
of the flect of Kig Alcinous, in the Odyssey.

“So shalt thou instant reach the realms assign'd,
In wond’rous ships, sclt:moved, mstinet with mnd ;
No hiclm sccures their course, no pilet guides ;
Like man mtelhgent, they plongh the tides,
Conscious of every coast and cvery bay
That hies beneath the sun’s allsceing ray.
Tho’ clouds and darkness veil th’ encumber'd sky,
Fearless through daihness and through clouds they fly,
High tempests 1age, ngh rolls the swelling main,
The scas way roll, the tempests rage i vamn,” Le.
-
How mellifluent and beautiful the following stanza, from
Wiflen’s translation of Jerusalem Delivered.
“ Low accenty, pluntive whispers, groans profound,
Sighs of a people that in gladness grieves,
And melancholy murmnrs float around,
THI the sad air a thrilling sound reecives,
Like that which throbs anndst the dying leaves,
When with autumnal winds the forest waves ;
Or dash of an insurgent sca that heaves
On lonely rocks, or locked in winding caves,
Hoarse through their hollow aisles in wild low cadence raves.”

‘We cannot recollect the lines of Milton, which elevate
the human spirit more than these—
“'This 1s truc glory and repute, when God
Looking on the carth, with approbation marks
The just man, und divalges him through Heav'n
To all his angels, who with true applause
Recount lus praise.”
VOL. L 22
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The thirty or forty succeeding verses of the Paradise
Regained are inagniicent, and a most impressive lesson
for the seckers or admirers of false fame and spurious
felicity.

All Furopean political history. especially that of the free
governnients, finmshes complete examples of the truth of
the poet’s lesson—

“ () breath of public praise,
Short-lved and vam! oft gand withont desert,
As often lost, unmented @ conposad
But of extiemes - Thou first beginuest with love
Eunthustastie, madness of aflvction . then
(Boundmg o'cr mioderation and o'cr veason,
Thou turn’st to hate, os ranseless and as teree”

Darwin, more than forty years agzo, predicted the
triumphs of thé®tcam-cnome, m the ollowing stans

«Noon shall thy arm, unconquered steam, atar
Ihag the slow barge, or diive the rapid car;
g ! ;
Or on wide, waving wings expandod bear
The flymg chanot through the fields of airj-—
Fair crews trnnphant, leaning from above;
Shall wave therr tuttenime kerchiv (5 as they move, ®
Or warrior bands alarn the gapmy crowd,
And armnes shrink beneath the shadowy cloud.”

Well has the poet exclaimed—

“ O summer fiendship
Whose flattering leaves, that shadow’d us m ou:
Prosperity, with the least gust drop off’
In the antummn of adversity

The value of real and stable friendship is scarcely over-
rated in the following lines.
“ Could we contract the choice of Nature’s plenty
. Into one form, and that form to contain
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All delica’es, wliuch the wanton sense
Would relish, or destie to invent, to please it,
The present were unworthy for to purchase

A sacred League of friendsiop ™

How common wre the associations of * jeerers,” the

*coveys of wits,” of whom yon may say—

*They are so tialy frae'd, bt ot Telow'd
One of anethor, it no one dares hreak
Company frem the vesty bt they shouda all

Upon hi absont ™

A strone metaphovical deseripion—

ST am sowornaw v with s and sorrows
Na wanted with the tempcsts o aflhe ton,
Thet the sneht sieof vour hiivape e presenee
It < avec onc hean of torec to warm agan

My oy of comtint,”

Theve s mch tiath a the wollow e lines of one of o

old poets.

R | PN
That alls himec ! to avord musery, tearsat,
And. at the bosty shows hat a bastard vaiour
This s tort comumntted Lo our frust,
WLl we mnst not yicld ap tllat he foreed,
Not will [ =TT s not vilant that darc- diey
Bat Le that holdly hears calanuty.”

«T know of no function,” ~aid Mr. Wyndham, “re-
quiting to be diselinged under i <ense of more solenim
obl. sation than £; at which relates {o the adjudication of
nation.d honours . these are claims not to be decided by
a persomal and momentary feeling, but by a strict and
impartial exanunation of the merits of the case.”
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A President may now repeat, with additional feeling and
truth, the verses of the old poet—
“The power to give, creates us all our foes;
Where many scek for favour, few can find it :
Cach thiks he mertts all that he can ask s
And disappointed, wonders at repualse;;
‘Wondcrs awhile, and then sits down i hate.”

A DIITIDEXNT [LOVLER.

“ Ife only sces her, sighs, and saerifices
A tcar or two—then vamshes.”

AN OLD TRICK.

“ And that he way scem witty,
Let hum be furnished with confederate jests
Between him and hes thend, that, on occasion,

They may vent them mutually.”

In a letter which the venerable Dr. TTolyone wrote aftey
he had reached his one hundiedth year, he says— As to
the passions, I need not tell you that when induleed, they
injure the health ; that a calin, quiet self-possession, and
maderation, in our expeetations and pursuits, contribute
much to ot health as well as our happmess, and that

anstety 1s injutious to both.”

Dr. Southey, in his Sermons, mentions thus the Lamen-
tations of Jercy.

* One would thmk that every letter was wrote with a tear; that
every word was the nose of a bicakmg heart—that the anthor was a
man compacted of” sorrows, discaphiued to gric fiom s mfuney, one,
who never breathed but m sighs, nor spoke but in a groan.”

The same preacher said of the various religious and
political denominations of his time—-¢ There is a papacy

S
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in every scct or faction; they all design the very same
height or greatness.

Burke bas paid a formal tiibute, in one of his most
elaborate productions, to the wt ol daneing.  * Dancing,”
he observes, “in s nnproved state, makes part of tlw\
entertainment of the wise, of the education of the most
virtuous, and 1etines the manners of all civilized people,
without corrnpting the morals.”

How beautifu! the image in these lines :

Y on hangmg b that glusses
ILis rugged forchead e the neighbourmg lake”

And this, to vepresent the mischief of  velement
calumny—
W hien winds and <torin
Dinve dit and diust on banhs of < potless snow,
The parest wintoness 14 no surc delinee

Agamst the sullymg foulness of that fury.”

There is a sentenee of Cicero of wlich the import is
well worth study and reflection on the pat ot all noisy
and empty dechamers  Nihil tam furiosem st quan
verborian, vel oplimorum, inanis sonitus, nully subjecty
sclentia «ul scnlanlia,

The Pro und Con—Sociates ab adolescentulo quodam
consultus—uxorem dJduceret, an se aby omni matrimonio
abstineret, respondit; utrum corum fecisset,  acturum
pevitentiam. [/ te, inquit, sohtudo, hie orbitas, hice
generis interitus, hie hieres alienus excippet.  Hlie, perpe-
tua sollicitudo, contextus que aularam, incertus liherorum
eventus.

22*
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“To be attached to the sub-division, to love the littla
platoon we belong to, in society, is,” says Burke, ¢ the
first principle (the germ as it were) of public aflections.
It is the first link in the seiies by which we proceed to-
wards a love to our country and to mankind.”

An old character to be fitted to a modern party politi-
cian.

“(‘ras<us often changed sides, and was neither a warm friend nor
an implacable enemy.  On the contiary, he frequently gave up cather
his attachments or resentiments mdilerently, when his interest re-
quired 1t; insomuch that m a short space of time he would act either
in support of or opposition to the same persons and doctrines.”

Dr. Beattic has put into the mouth of Dr. Johnson this
sentence— That man will not wiite paltiy tales who can
write qanything better; wid he who can write nothing
better will write nothung good.”  The two-fold authority
is strong.

Roscoe remarks that « it is much safer, in general, to
speak of the contents of books positively than negatively,
as the Jatter requires that they should first be reed.”
IHence so much general praise of books.

“The shallowest understanding, the rudest hand,” says
Mr. Buw ke, “is more than equal to the task of pulling
down and destroying. Folly and rage can dilapidate
more in half an hour, than wisdom, deliberation and fore-
sight can build up in many years.”

Happy the thriving members of the lucrative profes-
sions—thappy the useful and substantial citizen that can
say—

% Who's in or out, who moves the grand machine,
Nor stirs my curiosity, nor splcen,
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Neerets of State no more 7 wish to know,

Than scerct movements of a puppet-show,” &e.
.

It is <aid of one of the first wiiters of Queen Anne's
time—«He Kept the best company of the age m which he
lived—a thing not less necessary to make a polite writq,
than a well-hied gentleman,” (‘

The modern Wtz is merely the old dance, the
Lavoltu—

“Where arm o arm, two dancers ate entwin'd,
And whil themselves with striet embracement round,” & e.

CONSOLALION FOR THE PARTILS 10 A FAVMOUS DULL.

—Rame poct will
From this relatton, o1 1 verse or prose
O1 both together Blondod, render us
Iadiculons to all ames.”
It was well observed—< YWhen you say of a hook that
it has many fanlis, that decides nothme. 1 do not. know
by this whether it e exeerable or exeellent,”

“He who declares himselt” o party.man, let lus party pofess the
most liberal sentiments, 15 a registered and enhsted slave : he begins
by bemg a zealot and ends by hemg a dupe.”?

Kant, the fiunous metaphysician of Germany observes—

“ Perhaps in all human composition there 19 no passage of greater
sublimity, nor amongst all cublime thoughts any wluch has been
more sublimcly expressed, than that which occurs in the inscription
upon the Temple of Iss, (the Great Mother—Nyrere)—* I am
whatsoerer is—whaisocrer has been—uwhatsoever shall he :—and the
el 1wehich 18 over my rountenance, no mortal hand has cver 1aised.

«Qther Ronians,” says the historian of Secipio, “ were
proud of their country;” but this Romnan thought, not
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without reason, that, besides, his country should be proud
of him, and he accordingly hore the fregdom of bcing'
questioned as a criminal by his fellow citizens with im-
patience and disdain.

. " Dr. Aikin used to say that nothing is a grecater obstacle
to the production of excellence, than the power of produc-
ing what is prelty good with case and rapidity.

A good address to all magistrates, including the
smallest—
“With a firm and skilful hand
Maycst thou uphold the laws; and keep them ever,
Above the proud man’s violence, and within
The poor man’s reach.”

«“From one Greek and two Roman authors,” said Parr,
« ] have learnt more upon the principles of evidence than
any Chief Justice could ever extract from Gilbert's Trea-
tise.”

Almost every man may have an occasion to repeot the
couplet of La Fontaine—

“ Rien n'est plus dangerenx qu'un imprudent ami,
Micux vauduait un sage ennemn”

“«The way,” says Jeremy Taylor, “to judge of Reil-
gion is, by doing our duty, and theology is rather a
divine life than a divine knowledge.”

“I obhserve cheerful poverty,” observes an eminent au-
thor, « with respect; and so will every one whose poverty
s not seated in their mind.”

 Perhaps the true devise of all good citizens is in the
exclamation— )
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“If Rome be served and glorious, careless we
By whom—"

Whatever may be the decision of the eritical world,
the artificers of verse have their full internal consolatiod,
according to Pope— ‘

“ In vain, bad rhy mers all mankind rejeet,
They treat themsches with most profound respeet
*T'ts to small purposc that you hold your tongue,
Each prais’d within, is happy all day long.”

Dr. Burney, in his cclebrvated History of Musie, sa).zs,
speaking of Dr. I.’t-pusvh :«In one of my carly visits to
this venerable master, very early in hie, e gave me a
short lesson which made so deep an impression upon me,
that 1 long endeavoured to practise it : When 1 was a
youne man,” said he, 1 determined never to go to hed
at night till 1 knew something, that 1 did not know in the

1

morning.

There is a curious quarto volume, by the traveller
Burckhanrdt, consisting of Arabic Proverbs, which he
cathered al Cano, and translated and expluned.  They
have entertained us, as they illustrade the manners and
customs of the modern Feyptians, We select a few of
them as specimens,

“If God purposes the destruction of an aut, he allows wings to
grow upon her ,"—which means that the sudden elevation of persons
to stations above their means or capacitics, may often cause their

ruin.

“ The captain of the ship loves thee, wipe thy hand on the sail ?
e who s favourced by governm:nt, or the people, may do anything
w:th unpunty.

“Lake the idiots, tic a turban of straw round thy head, but do_pot
forget thy engageracnts”  Play the fool as much as thou w1lt, but
observe thy promuses and contracts.

«The wise with a wmk, the fool with < hick”, (are taught to

undcrst:u%)
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“Throw him into the river, and he will risc with a fish in his,
mouth.”  Said of a lacky or highly fortunate person.

“The tongue of the wise 18 1n his heart—The heart of the fool is

+in his mouth.”

"y “The dream of the catisall about the mice.”  “Sirike the innocent,
)t,at the guilty may confess.” A pretty judicial maxim, It is re-
wated that m an intricate law case, the Kadhy caused a person avow-
cdly innocent to he bastinadued.  When the poor man complained,
the Kadhy declared that he heat him merely with the hope that
whoever was the real culprit might be induced to confess out of com-
passion.

“wScarcer than the nose of the lion.””  Said of a rare thing, because
it 1s difficult o take a lion by the nose.  “A nrouth that prays and
a hand that kills.”  TTypocrites.

“They said to the mouse, * take these two ponnds of sugar and
carry thus letter to the cat? “the fie is good enough (she replied, but
the business 1s tiresome? ™« 1071 blow were to tall from heaven, it
would not light on anything but hus neck:” saud of the unfortunate.

“If I should find my friend in the wrong, 1 reproach hum sceretly
but in presence of company, I prase hum.”

“People resemble shll more the times in wliel they live, than
they resemble their father<”  T'he gencral state of society, its notions
and manners, have more influenee upon man than cducation, or the
cxample set by his parents. Too tiue,

“Tle who cats alone, chokes alone.”  “They said to the wolf}—
for what art thou following those poor httle sheep; he 'r(-pliv(l.—lhc
dust upon which they tread 1s good for my poor hittle ey es.” “One said,
—O slave, 1 have bought thee;—that 15 thy business, the slae rephed.
But wilt thou run away ?—that is my business, he answered.” ' The
value of cach man consists in what he does well.” % A decent public
woman, rather than an indecent Loneat wonian,”

to the beginner, should even the successor do better.”  “Te fled

from the ramn, and sat down under the water-spout.”

“The me «it belongs

END OF VOL. L.


















